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ADVERTISEMENT. 



THERE are an hundred faults in 
this thing, and an hundred things 
might be faid, to prove them beauties. 
But it is needlefs. A book may be a« 
muiing, with numerous errors ; or, it may 
be very dull, without a fingle abfurdity« 
The hero of this piece unites in him- 
felf the three greateft charaAers upon 
earth; he is a prieft, an huibandman, 
mud the father of a family. He is drawn 
as ready to teach, and ready to obey ; 
as iimple in affluence, and majeftick in ad* 
verfity. In this age of opulence and re- 
finement, whom can fuch a charafter 
pleafe? Such as are fond of high life, 
will turn^ with difdain from the fimplicity 
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4 ADVERTISEMENT. 

of his country fire-fide. Such as miftake 
ribaldry for humour, will find no wit in his 
harmlefs converfation ; and fuch as have 
been taught to deride religion, will laugh 
at one whofe chief ftores of comfort are 
drawn from futurity. 

OLIVER GOLDSMITH^ 
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C H A p. I. 

The drfcripilon of the family tf Wakefield ; in which - 
a kindred likenefs prevails, m toell tf minds as of 
perfom* 

I WAS ever of opinion, that the honeft 'man 
who marriedy^and brought up a large fami- 
ly, did more fervice than he who continued 
.fingle, and only talked of population* From this 
-motivei I had: Scarce taken orders a year, before I 
l>egs^n to thkik feriouily oi matrimony, chofe my 
.wife as (he did her wedding gown, not far a fine 
^offyTurfage, but fuch qualities as would wes^r ^ 
weU*. To do her juftice, (he vwas a good-natu-* 
r-red notable woman i and as for breeding, thece 
"ware few*^ovntry lildi^s wh» at that time could 
ih>^/sore» She cQvld read any £ngli(h book 
without much fpelling ; and for pickling, preferv- 
in^ and cookery, none could excel her. She 
prided herf^lf much alfo upon being ap excellent 
iC^tirve^, in houfe*keepiag \ yet, I could never 
&lid t\aX WQ grfw ridw with all her contrivances. 

''A3 ' Howc.ver> 



6 THE VICAR OF 

However, we loved each other tenderly, and 
our fondnefs increafed with age. Tbeit was, in 
f^&, aothing that coald make us angry with the 
world, or each other. We had an elegant houfe, 
fituated in a fine country, and a good neighbour- 
hood. The year was fpent in moral or rural a» 
mufements ; in vifiting our rich neighbours, or 
relieving fuch as were poor. We had no revolu- 
tions to fear, nor fatigues* to undergo } all our 
adventures were by the fire-fide, and all our mi- 
grations from the blue bed to the brown. 

As we lived' near the road, we often had the 
traveller or ftranger come to tafte our goofeberry 
wine, for which we had great reputation } and I 
profefs, with the veracity of an hiftorian, I never 
knew one of them find fault with it. Our coufins, 
too, even to the fortieth remove, all remember* 
cd their affinity, without any help from the He« 
raid's office, and came very frequently to fee u«. 
Some of them did us no great honour, by thcfc 
claims of kindred ; for, literally fpeaking, we had 
the blind, the maimed, and the halt, amongft the 
number. However, my wife always inCfted, 
that, as they were the fame Jlefi and blood with 
us, they (hould fit with us at the (ame taUe. So 
that, if we had not very rich, we generally had 
very happy friends about us } for this remark wiH 
ever hold good through life. That the poorer the 
gueft, the better pleaCed he ever is witH being 
treated : and, as fome men gaze with admiration 
at the colours of a tulip, and others are fmttten 
with the wing of a butterfly, fo I #a«, by natur^^ 
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WAKEFIELD. f 

ta admirer of happy humati faces. Howerert 
when any one of onr relations was found to be 
a perfbn of Tery hard charafter, a troablefome 
guefty or one we defired to get rid of ; upon his 
kaiing my honfe for the firft time, I ever took 
care to lend him a riding coat, or a pair of boots^ 
or ibmetimes an horfe of fmall value i and I al- 
ways had the iatisfa&ion of finding he never came 
back to return them. By this, the houfe was 
cleared of fuch as we did not like : but never was 
the family of Wakefield known to turn the tra- 
veller or the poor dependent out of doors. 

Thus we lived feveral years in a ftate of much 
happinefii $ not but that we fometimes bad thofe 
little rubs which Providence fends to enhance the 
value of its favours. My orchard was often rob- 
bed by fchool-boys, and my wife's cuftards plun- 
dered by the cats or the children. The Squire 
would fometimes fall aileep in the moft pathetick 
parts of my fermon, or his Lady return my wife's 
civilities at church with a mutilated courtefy. But 
we ibon got over the uneafineis caufed by fuch 
accidents } and ufuadly in three or four days we 
began to wonder how they vexed us. 

My children, the oflFspring of temperance, ka^ 
they were educated without foftnefi, fo they 
were at once well formed and healthy ; my fons 
hardy and aiUve, my daughterss dotiful and 
blooming. When I ftood in the midft of the 
^ little circle, which promife<l to be the fupport^ 
of my declining age, I could not avoid repealing 
the famous flory of Count Abeaiberg,. who, irt 
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Henry if.'s progrofi thrWj^ Garmaayi Wh<it 
other couf tier9 tuoi/t with thdr treafwresv brought 
his thirty-two cbildrcn, and pr eftnted them to his 
^ fovei^igii as the moft ^alttable offering he had to 
befto\^. In this manner, though I hiact but fix, i 
confidered them as a v^ry va^u^bie piflofenr macb 
to my country^ ^nd, confeqaemfy^ foctked mpoa it 
as my debtor. Our eldeft fob was named George^ 
after his uncle, who left us ten thoufand pounds* 
Our fecond child, a girl, I imended to call af-* 
ter her aunt Grizel : but my wife, who,^ during 
the time of her prc^ancy, had been readkig ro# 
mances, inlifted opon her being caOed Olivia. In 
lefs than another year, we bad a da^l^er a^n i 
and now I was determined that Griael fl>Qul4 
be her name ; but a rich relaticm taking a fancy 
te (land godmother, the girl was, by her diiieC'* 
tions, called Sophia } fo that we bad ttrorotnan;^ 
tick names in tbeiamily ; bat I foleomly pfoteft^ 
I had no hand in it. *Mafe& was our neict ^ ai}d|, 
after an intenral of twelve years^ ,we had two foM 
more. 

It would be fruitlefs to deny my^ ei&ultation» 
when I faw my little ones about me i but the va^ 
liity and fatisfaftion of my wife were Cfca gfeatcr 
than mine. When our vifitors' would HfuaUy 
fay,. ^* Well, upon my word, Mrs. Primrafe> you 
<< have the fined children in the whole country.'^ 
•* Ay, neighbour,"' fljc would anfwcr*, *} they are 
^ as heaven made them, handfome enough, i( 
<<, tbey be good enoiigh } fqr haiidtbme is, thdd 
<f handfoQie does*'' Ai^ then (be w:ouid bid tha 
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.W AKEFIEID. 8 

girls hold up their beads $ who» to conceal no- 
things were certainly very, handfome. Merc out- 
iide is fo very trifling a circumftance with me, 
that I (hottld fcarce have remembered to mention 
Jt,»had \t not been ^ general topick of converfa- 
tion in the country. Oliviai now about eighteen^ 
had that luxuriancy of beauty with which painters 
generally draw Hebe; open, fprightly,.and com- 
manding. Suphi a*is fcaturels were not fo ftrikirig 
at firft ; but often did more certain execution ;. 
for they were foft, modeft, and alluring. The 
one vanqui&ed by a dngle blo't^'*^ the other by ef- 
fbrrs facceffiv4»ly repeated. 

The temper of a woman is generally formed 
from the turn of her features, at lead it was £» 
wkb my daughters. Olivia wifhed for many lov- 
ers, Sopbia*^ta decure one. Olivia was often af« 
k&ed, from too g^eat z defire to pleafe. Sophia 
^eii repfleflcd etceUence, from her fcara to offend* 
The one entertained me with her vivacity \irhen 
I was gvfy the other with her fenfc when I was^ 
ferions. But.thciie qualities were never carried 
to t%€e& in ^ilbcr ; and I have often ft^en thent 
'^ etebaagr vchasaSbf ra fior a> whole day together*. 
A fuit of wamvdiri§ kas transformed my coquette 
into ak.prniio^ aiid^ new fet of ribbands given her 
younger fifter mote dan natural vivacity. M^ 
^Ideft ibn:Greorge was bred at Oxford^ as I in* 
tended him. for ose. of the learned profeiTions*. 
yif fecoiid jbby^ Mofes, whom I defigned for bud* « 
iftfy, gfccebttdn fortio{ a mifcfelhmeotis education 
at home. But il^ would bejneedkfe ta attempt de- 
'• i'u' >■' . A 5 , fcribing 



10 THE VIC AH OF 

fcriblng the particular charafters of young people 
that had fecn but very little of the world. In fliorti 
a family likeneis prevailed through all ; and, pro- 
perly fpcaking, they had but one charader, that 
of being all equally generous, credulous^ firople> 
and inoffenfive. 



CHAP. n. 

Family misfortunes* The hfi rffotiitw 9filyfirvei 
to iticreafe the pridi rf the nswrthy. 

TTHE tetnporaf concerns of our family were 

chiefly committed to my wife's manag6«>^ 

, ment : as to the fpiritual} I took them entirely un« 

^ der my own direction. The profits of my Kiing^ 
4 : which amoimted but to thirty-five pounds a year, 
I gave to the orphans and widows of the clergy 
of our diocefe } for, having a fufficient fortune of 
my own, I was carelefs of temporalities, and felt 
ai fecret pleafure in doing my.dtttywiih.oiit re- 
ward* I aUb fet a refolution of koc^HSig no cu« 

'rate, and of being acquainted vfiA every inan in 
the parifli, exhorting the naarriedmen totempe* 
ranee, and the bachelors to matrimony $ fe that, 
in a few years, it was a common faying. That 
there were three ftrange wants at Wakefidd, » 
parfon wanting pride, young men wanting wivts^i 

and ale*hottfes wanting cuftomen. ' 

Matrimony 



WAKEFIELD. *i 

Matrimony was always one of my fayourite 
topicks, and I wrote feveral fermons to prove its 
utility and bappinefs : but tbere was a peculiar 
tenet which I made a point of fupporting; for I 
maintained with Whifton, That it was unlawful 
for a prieft of the church of England^ after the 
death of his firft wife, to take a fecond, or^ to 
exprefi it in one wordi valued myfelf upon being 
a ftridl monogamift. 

I was early initiated into this important dif- 
pute, on which fo many laborious volumes have 
been written. I pubiiflied fome tra6ls upon the 
fubjed myfelf^ which, as they never fold, I have 
the confolation of thinking, are read only by the 
happy Fenv* Some of my friends called this my 
weak fide ; but alas ! they had not, like me, made 
it the fubje£t of long contemplation. The more 
I reflefted upOn it, the more important it appear- 
ed. I even went a ftep beyond ^biftoh in di& 
playing my principles : as he had engraven upon 
his wife's tomb, that fte was the ottty wife of "Wil- 
liam Whifton \ fo I wrote a fimilar epitaph for my 
wife, though ftill living, in which I extolTed het 
prudence, ceconomyy and obedience, tilt death 5 
«hd having got it copied f!air, with an elegant 
frame, 'it was placed over the chimney-piece^ 
where it anfwered i^veral very ufeful purpofes. 
It adiiftOnKhed my wife of her duty to me, and 
my fidelity to her \ it infpired her with a pafllon 
for fame,and conftantly put her in mind of her end. 

It' WJ^ thus, perhaps, from hearing marriage 
j(b often reconnmended^ that my eldeft fon, juft 
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upon leaving coUege^ fixed his affeflibns Qp» 
on the daughter of a neighbouring clergymahK 
who was a dignitary in .the churqh^ and in cif^ 
cumflances to give heiF a large fprtune : but for* 
tune was hbr fniaUeft accomplifhment* Jfl\& A« 
rabella Wilmot was allowed by all« except mj 
two daughters, to be completely pretty. Her 
youth, health, and innocence, were ftiU heighten* 
ed by a complexion fo traafparent, and fucK 
an happy (enfibility of look, that even age could 
not gaze with iiidifference* As Mr« Wilmot 
.knew that I could make a very handfome fet« 
tiement on my fon, he was not averft to the^ 
match ; fo both families lived together to all that 
harmony which generally precedes an expeded 
alliance. Being convinced, by esqperience, that 
the days of courtihip are the moft happy of our 
lives, I was willing enough to lengthen the p^ 
riod } and the various amufements which the 
youpg couple every day (hared in each other^« 
company, feemed to increafe their paffion.. We 
were generally awaked in the morning by mu- 
iicky and on fine days rode a hunting. The bour^ 
between breakfaft and dinner the la^lies devoted 
to drefs and ftudy : they ufually read ^ VW^p 
and then gazed at them£elves in the glaff, whicb^ 
even philofophers might own, often preiGsntcd the 
page of greatlft beauty. At dinner, mj wifie 
took the lead i for, as (he always infiQqd upoa 
carving every thing herfelf, it being her ];|^otfaer'6 
way, (he gave us, upon thefe occafions, the hi(lo- 
ry of every difh. When we had din^d, i^ pre*. 

vent 
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wnt the ladies leaving U8» Igencfally entered th# 
table to be removed/; and fometimest wkk ifae 
muQck-mafter's affiilanc^, the girk would give tt« 
n very agreeable concert. Walkiag out» drink* 
ing tea^ country dance% and for£eit8| (hortened 
the reft of the 4ay> without tbet affiQaace of cards^ 
as I bated aU maiincr of gamiiigt except back* 
gammon* at which my eM friend and I fometimes 
toSok a two«penay hit. Nor qan 1 here pafs over 
an ominous circumftance 'that happened the laft 
tim^ w'e played together. I only wanted to fling 
a quatre, and y^t I tbrew; deucc-acc^ five timet 
xunning. 

Some months weretelafrfed in ^his mapaeo tiH 
4at laft it was thooght conveniciit lo fix a day for 
the nuptials of the young couple* wb9 foemed 
eameftly to defire it» Oniiitg the prepafaiiona 
ibr the wedding* I need Mt dcfcribe the buiy 
importance of my wiie» apt the ily looks of my 
-daughtecs ; In fa£^, my attention was fixed on 
another objeft* the completing a tra£l which I in*- 
tended fliortly to publifli* in defence of monoga^ 
my. As I looked, upon this as, a mafter-piece, 
both fo4 arguaacat asfd ftyle* I €f)uld not* in the 
pride of my heari* . avoid fhi»wing it to my old 
friend Ajb. W^inot*.a8 1 madie no doubt of receive 
ing his appcobf^iqa ) b^t too iate I difcovered* 
that he w^s mpft violently attacned to the con» 
trary opinion i and with good reafon ^ for he was 
^t that time a&ually eourtiog a. fourth mf^ 
This^ as may be escpe^^ed^ produced a difpute, at* 
fended with fom^ acrimopyt which threatened to 
'\ interrupt 
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Interrupt our intended alliance : but, on ttie daf 
before that appointed for the ceremonji we a« 
greed to difcufs the fubje£l at large. 

It was managed with proper fpirit on both 
fides : he afierted that I was heterodox : I re- 
torted the charge : he replied, and I rejoined. 
Iii the meantime, while the cOntroverfy was hot- 
teft, I was called out by one of my relations, 
who, with a face of concern, adyifed me to give up 
the dtfpute, and allow the old gentleman to be a 
fauiband, if he could, at lead till my fon's wed- 
ding was over. " How,^* cried I, ** relinquifli 
*^ the caufe of truth, and let him be an huf- 
«* band, already driven to the very verge of ab- 
^' furdity I Tou might as well advife me to give 
•^ up my fortune as my argument.", *• That for- 
^* tune,'* returned my friend, ** I am now for- 
«< ry to inform you, is almoft nothing. Tour 
' ^* merchant in town, in whofe hands your money 
*< was lodged, has gone off, to avoid a ftatute of 
'<" bankruptcy \ and it is thought has not left a 
^ (hilling in the pound. I was unwjiling to 
« (hock you, or the family, with the account^ 
<< till after the wedding : but now it may ferve 
<^ to moderate your warmth in the argument \ 
-** for, I fuppofe, your own prudence will enforce 
<< the nece(&ty.j{>f diflembling, ^t leaft till your 
^« fon has the young lady's fortune fccurc,'**— 
<« Well,** returned I, •* if what you tell pie be 
«< true, and if I am to be a beggar, it (hall never 
<< make me a rafcal, or induce me to dtfavow my 
'** principles. FU go this mometit and inform 

«' the 
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^^ the company of my circmnftances ; and as for 
'* the argument^ I even here retraft my former 
'' conceffiona in the old gentleman's favour } nor 
'< will I allow him now 10 be aa huiband, either 
*^ dtjurif iefa&e^ or in any fenie of the expref* 
>* fion.*' 

It would be endleft to deicribe the different 
lenfations of both families, when I divulged the 
news of my misfortune \ but what others felt^ 
was flight, to what the young lovers appeared to 
endure. Mr. Wilmor, who feemed before foffi* 
ciently inclined to break off the Aatch, was, by 
this blow, foon determined : one virtue he had in 
perfeAion, which was prudence^ too often the 
only virtue that is left us unimpaired at feventy* 
two. 



C H A P. m. 

JL^ migration* The firtunate^ cir^umftances rf tut 
Hves an gemraUyfQund at lafi to be of our pfins 
- procuring. 

npHEi only hope of our family now was, that 
the report of our misfortunes might be ma« 
licious or premature: but a letter from my agent 
in' town foon came with a confirmation of every 
particular. The lofs of fortune, to myfelf alone, 
would have been ' trifling ; the only uneafin^fe I 
fdt^ was for my funily^ who were to be humble^ 

without 



« 



ttf THB yiCAR-.OF 

without fttch an edncatioa as could render them 
callous to contempt. 

Near a fortnight pafled away» before I at- 
tempted to-refllratn the&c affli&ion » for prematui^e 
cpnfplatton is but the remembrance of forraw. 
During this interval, my thoughts were emplof-i^ 
ed on li^me future means of fupporting them ; and 
at laft a fmall cure of fifteen pounds a year waa. 
pffered me in a dtftant neighpourhood, where I 
oould ftill enjoy my principles without molefta^^ 
tion. With this propofaL I joyfully clofed, har«^ 
j^gdeternoiaed toincreafejny fidary by mianaging; 
a Ihfclt farm. . 

. Having taken drisrefblution, my ne^t care wa$^ 
to get together the wrecks of my fortune ; and^ 
;dl debts coUe^ed and paid, out of fourteen thon^ 
fand pounds we had now but four hundred re- 
maining. My cbkf att c aii s H > therefore, was» 
next to bring down the pride of my family ta 
their circumftanfcs j for I well knew, that afpir- 
ing beggary is wrctchednefe itfclf. " You can*fc 
*• be ignorant, my children,** cried I, •♦ that n^ 
** pruclence of o«rs could have prevented our Tate 
•* misfortune } but prudence may do much Ja 
•* difappointing its. cffefts. We -are now poor,, 
^* my foirdHngs ; iand Wifdom bids us conibrm i6 
^* our humble fituacioh. > Let us^ then, without 
** repining, give up thofe fplendours with whicli 
** numbers are wretched, and feek, in humbler cir*^ 
5' cumftanccs, that peace with! which all may b^ 
<^ happy. TJie poor live plcafantly without our 
f* help^ ai;)id.we ai^e not {o iaiper^e^iitfocmefiiat. 
r . " tft. 



*^ to be incapable <tf Hvltig >¥ithouc tbetts* Koy 
<< my cbU4rf B^let vs, froiri tbi» moment » giye Up 
<' ail preteafions^ to .. gentility : we have dill e« 
'' nougb left us for happinefsj if we are wife ; ?tnA 
<< let lis draw tifxHi XJoa^nt for the deficiencies 
« of Fortune.'* : 

. A$ my ^Meft Too <#alB bred a /cholar^ I deter*^ 
stifled t/9 fjend bioi to town^ w^ere bis abilitici 
tialgbt contribute^ to our fupport and bn own# 
Tfae.re|»ration, of friends and familiea is, perhaps, 
one of the moft diftrefefui circumftances attend* 
ant tiot penury^ The dsty foon arrived on which 
Vfc were' fi>on to rdifperfe for :tbe firft time. My 
ion, after taking leuve of bis mother and the reft# 
who mingkd their tears with kifles, came to alk 
a bleffing from me. This I gave him from my 
hearty and which, added to five guineas, was all 
the fatnmony I had paw. to befiaw« ^^ You ara 
V g^^f ciy boyj^ cjri^d I^ " to London oit 
!f foot, lA ^he mmnfit .Hooker,, ydur^reat an^ 
f^ c^or, travelled .th^re before yoa. Take frbnv 
^* me the iame horfe that was given him by tb« 
«f good bifbop Jewel, this ilafF,-^*and this book 
<( too,--^it will be y<^ur comfort on the way i 
€^ tbefe two lines iiijc >ure wor(h a million, / 
^^.bave ii^n ymng^ and now apt old i^ yet >^* 
** vet 7&^ / the righteous man forfak^^ $r hU 
^^ feed begging their tread* Let this be your 
<* cdniblauon as you travel on. Go, my boy : 
^< whatever be tby fortune, let me fee thee once 
** ^ year : ftill keep a good heart, and farewcjl-" 
JV« b^ was. poffeffcd Qf mtegriiy and honour, | 
• ~ waa 
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was under no apprdienfions from throwing him 
. naked into the amphitheatre of life ; for I knew 
he would zfk a good part, whether he rofe or 
fell- 

His" departure only prepared the way for our 
own, which arrived a few days afterwards. The 
leaving a neighbourhood in which we had en* 
joyed fo many hours of tranquillity, was not 
without a tear, which fcarce fortitude itfelf could 
fupprefiu Befides, a journey of feventy miles, to 
a family that had hitherto never been above ten 
from home, filled us with apprehenfion $ and the 
cries of the poor, who followed us for ibme miles^ 
contributed to increife ic. The firft day's jour- 
ney brought us in fafety within thirty miles of 
our future retreat i and we put up, for the nightj^ 
at an obfcure inn in a village by the way. When 
we were (bown a room, I defired the landlordf 
in my ufual way, to let us have his company, 
with which be complied, as what he drank would 
increafe the bill next morning. He knew, how« 
ever, the whole neighbourhood to which I was 
removing, particularly Sqaire Thomhilly who 
was to be my landlord, and who lived within a 
few miles of the place. This gentleman he de- 
fcribed, as one who defired to know little more 
of the world than the pleafures it afforded) being 
particularly remarkable for his attachment to the 
fair fex. ' He ebferved, that no virtue was aUe to 
refift his arts and afliduity, and that fcarce a far- 
mer'^ daughter within ten miles round hut what 
had found him fucoefsful and faitbl^ Though 

this 
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tilts account gate me fotfbc pain, it had a very iif^ 
ferent eSedt upon my daugbftcrsi whofe features 
fecmed to brighlen with the expeAation of an ap- 
proaching triumph ; nor was Iny wife left pleafcd 
and confident of their atluremoits and virtue* 
While our thoughts were thus employed, the. 
hoftds entered the riKNn, to inform her huiband^ 
That the ftrange gentleman, who had been two 
days in the houfe, wanted money, and could not 
fatisfy them for his reckoning. '^ Want money !** 
replied the hoft, '* that muft be impoffiUe ; for 
*< it was no later than yeflerday he paid three 
** guineas to <nir beadle, to ipare an old broken 
^' foldier, that was to be whij^ied through the 
^* town for dog-fteding.** The hofteft, - how- 
ever, ilill perfitling in her firft aftrtion, he was 
preparing to leave the room, fwearing that he 
would be fatisfied one way or another^ when I 
begged the landlord would introduce me to a 
danger of fo mueh diarity as he defcribed. 
With this he complied, fliowing in a gentleman 
who feemed to be about thirty, drefled in clothes 
that once were kced^ Hts perfon was well fomii« 
ed, though his face was marked with the lines of 
thinking. He had femelhing (hort-and dry in 
his addreft, and feemed not to underftand cere*- 
mony, or to defpife it. Upon the landlord^ Icav^ 
ing the room, I could not avoid expreffing my 
concern to the ftranger, at feeing a gentleman in 
fuch circumftanees, and offered him my purfe to 
£itisfy the prefent demand. '* I take it with aU 
^« my heart. Sir,** replied he, " and am glad 
. -^ «*that 
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5^ ihat a 2a(te 0vieffi)|bty ia' gmag what mon^ i 
** had about rae, has jb^^i^ ipe thiereiftft^llfome 
^' benevoknce left among as. I muft, however^ 
** preyioufly intreai being iafomied of the name 
^* and refidence of my. hcntefadoryin order to 
^^ remk-'it at ibon as, po0iblc*" In tfai^ I fatisfied 
him fuUyi fiot only meotioning my name and 
hie vmtomnnc9y' hup tb« piace to which I was 
going to remove. '* This/' cried he, ^' happens 
*' ftill more Jackily than I hoped for^ as I am 
^' going the fame way myfelf^ having been de* 
*^ t&aned here tw'o days by the floods, which, i 
^' hope, by to-morro Wf will be found paflable/' i 
iteftilied the plei^re I ihould have in bis com^ 
pany ; aad, nly wife and daughters joining in ir»^ 
treaty,, he 'was prevailed upon to ftay to fupper. 
The ({ranger's converfation, which was at once 
pleafing and inftrudlive,. induced m^ to wiQi for 
ja continuance of it ; 1>ut it wi^s now high time ta 
jretire,.and taike refreflini^nt agaipft the fatigue^.of 
^be fbilowijQg day. ; 

, The ne:|t nion;>ing we all fet forward toge- 
iher ; my family on horfeback, wht{e Mr. Bur- 
chell, our new Gompani<^n, walked silong thefoot** 
path >by the .road^fide, obfefviilg^ feitb a fmil% 
4hsit, as l(?e wece iU*inoui|ted, he v(CnM be to<v 
« ^^nerous to atteit)pt leaving us bebiadwi As the 
floods were not yet fubfided^ we were obliged to 
liire a- guide, who trotted on before, Mr. Bui> 
<chell and h bringing up the rear. We Iighten«- 
iCd the fatigues of the road with philofophical dif- 
.putcs, which heieemed p^fe^y to underftand. 
- * * - Bui 
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Bat what ftirprifei me moft was, that though be 
was a money-borrdweT) yet he defended his epi«> 
Dions with as much sobftinacy as if he had been 
my patron* He now and then alio informed sue 
to Whom riie diffi!nen^feate belonged, that lay in 
Mir view, at we ciwelledr the road. ** That,^ 
etied he,, poihttng- to a. very .magnificent houfe, 
which. ftood at fome diflaiioe^ ^* belongs to Mn 
*' Thbrnhin, a young gentleman who enjoys a 
f< large fortutfie/ though' etfrirelydei^eilddnt- oft 
(« the wiU of his uneks fifir William Thomhill, 
^^ a gentleman, wfiio^ oon^ent wkfc a litde him- 
^^{ejS, permits his ne}4i<s^ to enjc^ the 'reft, and 
«< chiefly refi^ in tbv^n.*" /'^ 'Whtttl?' o#ied f, 
^< is ay young landlofid then*' ditf nephew of a 
f man whofe vistvos, ^eaerciSty, .^md fifigifbiri* 
^l ties, are fo univerfally Known f I have heard 3ir 
<< William TfabtqfaiU repf^dnMd M one of the 
^^onoft generous^ yet^imfil»l meir itt^ke king'- 
^* dom ; a man of dotifummaf e - Qbthe^lenee.^-^ 
<^ Something, 'peAitn^ i&c^ imsch ifb,^: replied 
Mr. Btttch^ctl, <^ at kaft he carried benevolence 
>^f to an ekcers when yonhg'; for his pafikms wert 
<« theft Aning^ and tis they aSl' were upiDfi^he^fidb 
<<iof ^iiftte, thpy leA'itvfp to^Sf r^Hiattti^h-ese'- 
^ treme. He efoiylBegir!! tOHiini ai fheqtiallfictf- 
<Hitfonso£ theioldierand fchdlr*) Jwas foon d^f- 
f<' ti)\gaiflied inithe army, and •hadifomerepiita^ 
M uonamoDg^nei]! of iearning* Adakitioiiovet 
<^ foBeiws the ambitious; for inch alone leceitti 
<<* moft pldUtiye ftonn flatteiiy. He^wab fmrmviiff* 
f^ ed wiih'cr^wdSy who SbomiA hiai ooly^^ fidb 

of 
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M'of their ciiara£ter ; (o that he began to lok a 
*< regafd for private intercft in univerfalfympa*- 
*^ thy* He loved all mankind ; for fortune pre* 
^* Tented him from knowing that there were raf- 
*< cal8* Phyficians tell ns dF a difinrder, in which 
** the whole body is fo exqoifitely fenfible, that 
^ the fligfateft tonch gives pain : what ibme have 
5' thus fuffered in their pofons, this gentleman 
» felt in his mind. The fiighteft diftreft^ whe- 
i* ther real or fidi^ns, touched him to the 
<< quick, and his foul laboured under a fickly fen* 
<* fibiUty of the mtfenes of others. Thus difpofr 
.*< ed to relieye, il will be eafily coiije^redj^ be 
** found numbers difpofed to folseit : his profu- 
'' fions began to impair his fortune, but not hb 
*' good-nature i that, i ndeed^ was feen to increafe^ 
'< as the other feemed to decay : he grew.impro* 
'^ vidcni as he grev poor i ^lid, though be talked 
^' like a man of fenfe, bis adions 'were thofe of A 
** fool. Still, however, being furrounded with 
<< importunity, and nc^ longer abl^ to fatisfy every 
<' requdl that was made him, inftead <tf mgiuy 
^* he gave pnnmfes. They were all he had to be^ 
^ ftow, and be. had not refolution enough to give 
<< any man pain cby a denial. By . this means, he 
<< dtew round him :crowds of dependents^ whom 
^ he was fnre to difsippoint, yet wiflied to re- 
*< Ueve. ThdTc hung upon him for ia time, and 
^< left him ^ith merited .repraachcs and coo^» 
<< tempt. But; in proportion as he,became conw 
M temptiUe to Others^ be became ckfpicahk to 
^ bimfeUi. His Huod had leaned u^ their adt^ 
\r J'lalionj 
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*' lation } Sttidi that fapport taken away» be conl4 
^* find no ple^urc in the apfdaufc of his hearr, 
'* which he had never learnt to reverence itfdf. 
*' The world now began to wear a different af* 
*' peA $ the flattery of his friends began to dwin<- 
** die into fimple approbation, that foon took the 
** niore friendly form of advice ; and advket when 
^^ reje&ed, ever begets reproaches. He noir 
<< found, that fuch friends as benefits had gathetw 
^' ed rottnd him, were by no means the moft eftt« 
^< mable : It was now found, that a man's own 
^< heart muft be ever giveii to gain that of ano* . 
<^ ther. I now found, that— —but I forget what 
<< I was going to obferve : in fliort. Sir, herefolr- 
<< ed to refpe^ himfelf, and laid down a plan of 
^* reftoring his (battered fortune. For this pur- 
** pofe, in his own whimfical manner, he travel- 
^* led through Europe on foot, and, before he at« 
^< tained the age of thirty* his circumftances were 
*^ more affluent than ever. At prefent, therefore^ 
^* his .bounties are more rational and moderate 
^* than before ; but ftiU he preferves the charader 
<^ of an humourift, and finds moft pleafure in ec* 
•• centric virtues.** 

My attention was lb much taken up by Mr. 
Burdiell's account^ that I fcarce looked forward 
as we went along, till we were alarmed by the 
cries of my family ; when turning, I perceived 
my youngeft daughter in the midft of a rapid 
fiream, thrown from her horfe, and ftruggling 
with the torrent. She had funk twice i nor was 
it m my power to difengage myfelf in time to 

bring 
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hting httr «Bliief» My knfdf^oni: wcrK ;evds loo 
^yiojfitit to p^mit «« utt^ttipiting her fefcucj flic 
ipoutd have certainly perifhed,. h»d not my com* 
panioii) perceiiFiog her danger, inft^mtly plunged 
in to'hec relief^' an4} :^ith fonne difficulty^ brought 
J^er in &^ty to th^ (C^poQteihQrct Bf tiikiii^ th^ 
cufrept a;litt}e farthier up» tbe neft q( the family 
f[Q| fafely over j ^vherp we had sui opportunity of 
joining our Acknowledgments to h^^ H^ gri^ 
.tifcude may be mbre readily imagixicd,thandefcril>« 
ed : fhe thanked her deliverer more: with looks 
ih^ wordS| and cipnta^ued to lean upon ^$ arm, 
^5 if Still wUlipg.to receive alliftance^ , My. ^Ue 
aj£^ hoped oned^.tp have the pkafure of r^i|r»» 
ing his kindoieft ^t her own boufe. Thus, aftsr 

^Vre /were all refreib^ at the nfxf,inn» ^d ^^ 

dined together, as he was going to a different 

jp^rt of the country^ he tpok ^lis: leave, jand v^ 

.pujc/ued our journey \^ my wife abiervingi ^s ^» 

went, th^t (he liked Mr* Bufchdl extremely^ and 

!protcfting*,, that, if 6e.had birth and foriune, ^ en^ 

.title him to. match into fiich a jEamily aso^ca, (he 

V knew no man (he would fooner &(,upan* I couSd 

not but fmile to hear her talk in this ftiiajn,: one 

^mo^a^thfuwige of.i^^y^j.thuj* to aflime 

;jftngu?g?;of the moft in|tth;in^^ ^uencfi^.ipigltt 

.jffs/cUf *e ridicule p| ai^»ni^t;ire -^ |)utyl wa%vysr 

mncbdifpleafed w;ijfh, tJ^tfc inno<j?n;t..d^|fip<^ 

that t^nd t9 nuke ui pprp jiappy, . ; ^ ,.f 



< • ■ ■ 



.1." " i jt. 



,1 • ■ ,^ 



• » 



C7f@£A JT* 






I 



4* 



WAKEFIELD. aj 



C H A P. iV. 

'^ proof that even the humhlefi fortune may grant 
happinefsand delight^ which depend^ not on cir» 
cumfiance^ but conftitution* 



THE plaee of our new retreat was in a little 
neighbottrhoodj confiding of farmers, who 
tilledtheirown grounds, and were equally ftrangers 
to 6pd[ence and porerty. As they had almoft all 
the convenienries of life within themfelves, they 
feldom Yifited towns or cities in fearch of fuper* 
fluity. Remote from tl)^ polite, they ftill retain- 
ed a primaeval fimplicity oJF manners, and, frugal 
by long habit, fearce knew that temperance was 
a virtue. They wrought with cheerfulnefs on 
dayiB of labour ; but obferved feftivals as inter-* 
vals of idlenefs and pleafure. - They kept up the 
Chriihnas carol ; fent true-love knots on Valen- 
tine morning \ eat pancakes on Shrovetide ; thow- 
ed their wit on the firft of April \ and religiouily 
cracked nuts on Michaelmas eve. Being apprif* 
ed of our approach, the whole .neighbourhood 
came out to meet their minifter, drefied in their 
fineft clothes, and preceded by a pipe and tabor : 
alfo a feaft was provided for our reception, at 
whii^b we lat ' cheer f uUy dowti^ abd what the 
conterfation wanted ia wit, w6 made up in 
laughter. . . 

Vol. I. B Our 
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Our little habitation was (ituated at the foot 
•of a floping faill^ fheltered with a beautiful an* 
derwood behind, and a pfattfing rirer before : on 
one fide a meadowj on the other a green. My 
farm con£fted of about twenty, acres of excel- 
lent land, having given an buDdred pounds for 
my predeceflbr's good-wilL Nothing could ex- 
ceed the neatnefs of niy little indofures ; the elms 
and hedge-rows appearing with inexpreffiblc beau- 
ty* My faottfe coofiftcd of but one ftory, amt 
was covered witiv thatch, which gave it an air 
•f great firagoe&i the walls oi^ the infide wcra 
licely whitc-waflied> and my daughters uadei^ 
took to 9iom ibem with pi^ures of tbeisr own 
de&gning. Though die (aoie room fervcd us for 
parbur and kifielMi that only nade it the warm* 
tf* Scfides, as it was kept with the utiQOft 
neatnefii^ the plaM, diflies, zmi <20ppers> be* 
ing weU: fcoured, and all difpofed in bright rows 
OB the flielves^ the eye was agreeably reUevedt 
Md did not feem^ to want rich furniture. There 
weiietftree othen apartments, one for my wifs 
and flbe,. another for our two daughteis, within 
Quc ewo^. aUkd tjke &ird> with twoi keds^ for the 
lefttrl my childrewf .^ 

The litdbe repuUick to which. I gave law% wat 
t^ulated ift the following manner : By fun^rife 
we all afl^Ued in our common, apartment ^ the 
ftre- being previonfly kindled by the fer vant. Af« 
ter we had fiduted each otber with proper ctre- 
mony^ (for I always thought fit to keep up fome 
mechanical forms of good-breieding^ without; 

which 
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mMtik freetkta tvtr deftroys friendflup), we aH 
keat in pratstude to diat Being who gave us an* 
^chcr daj. This <hity being perfonned^ mj fon 
nnd I went to purfue our vfoal indnftry abroad, 
while my wife and dauj^ten employed them** 
&bfes in proYklmg. bveakfaft^ which was always 
ready at a certain time* I allowed half an boor 
for this mealy and an hour for dinner} which 
time was taben v^ in innocent mirth between my 
wife and daughters) and in pbilofofhical arga<« 
menu betwcidiT thy (on and mo« 

As we rofe with the' fim»^ fo we never pnifaed 
tuxr labonc) zfytf it wns gme dowHy but it^urned 
home to the etpefisng fatnilyi where fmtling 
iooksy a imM! hearth, mki pleadnt firei were pre* 
l^ared far our tect^tton* Nifr were we without 
ether goefts^ fomeciflies farmer Flamborough^ 
vvkt talkative neighbour^ and often the blii«d pip« 
ex wdidd pay usii vifit, a»d ufts our goofeberrf 
wine^ for the making of whichi we had toft nei* 
ther. the reteipt ner the repntatioav Thefe bar m- 
lefs people hwi ieveral ways of beiriig good com» 
{lany ; while one played the pipes, another would 
ling fame, ibothing badlad, Johnny Ariiiftrong's 
laft good^nighr, dr the cruelty of Barbara AUem 
Thepight wanconcladedintbe mftuner W4 be^ 
^gan the mornings my ydungeft boys being, ap*. 
^intedtaread tbelei^ of the dafs ^nd he 
adbat Dead lottdeft, diftinfteft^ Kttd bdl^ wasr t<^ba^i 
Qtt: halfpenny on Sunday; topuiriti ifif<tf'podt^if box. 

Wh€n Suncfay eam<% it wtts- inietd ti day of 
£nery^ whkfa all my ftmipriniry edltls^^uld not 

Hz reftrain* 
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reftrain. Ho w well focver I fian£ied iny Icd^ucet 
againft pride had conquered the vanity of my 
daughters ; yet I ftill found them fecretly attache 
ed to all their former finer]^ : They ftill loved 
laces, ribandi, bugles, and catgut) my wife 
htx^i retained. a paiHon for l^er crimfon padua« 
foy, becaufe I formerly, happened to fay it became 
her. , ^ ^ t 

The firft Sunday,. in particulars their behaviour 
feryed to mortify me : I had defired my girla the 
preceding night to be drdled early the next day % 
for I always loved to be at.trhurch a good while 
bdbre the reft of the congregation. They punop 
tually obeyed my dire^^ions \ but when we were 
to aftembl^ in the! morning at breakfaft, dowa 
came my wife and daughters, drefled out in all 
their former I fplendour; their hair plaftered up 
with pomatum, their faces patched to tafte, their 
trains bundled up into an heap behind, and ruft* 
ling at every motion* I could not help fmiling 
at their vanity, particularly that of my wife^ 
from whom I expected ,more difcretion : in ' this 
exigence^ therefore, my only refourcp was, to or- 
der my fon, with an important air, to call our 
coach. . The girls were amazed at the command ; 
but I repeated it with more folemnity than be*- 
forc.— " Surely, my dear, you jeft,** cried my 
wife, *' we can walk it.perfe£kly well % we want 
•* no coach to carry us now.** ** You miftake, 
*< child,*' returned I,-^'^ we do want a coach 4 
*< for, if we walk to church in this trim, the very 
*< chUdren in the parifti will hoot after us for a 

" fliow-*' 
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** fliow.»* « Indeed," replied my wife, " I al- 
<^ ways imagined that my Charles was fond of 
*< feeing his children neat and handfome about 
** him."——** You may be as neat as you plcafe," 
interrupted I, ** and I (hall love you the better for 
'* it 'j but all this is not neatnefs, but frjppery. 
** Thefe rufflings, and pinkings, and patchings, 
** will only make us hated by all the wives of all 
** our neighbours* No, my children," continued 
I, more gravely, ** thefe gowns may be altered 
^* into fomething of a plainer cut ; for finery is 
^* very unbecoming in us, who want the means 
V of decency. I do not know whether fuch 
^* flouncing and (hredding is becoming even in 
«.* the rich, if we conGder, upon a moderate cal- : 
<* culation, that the nakednefs of the indigent 
*^ world may be clothed from the trimmings of 
«* the vain/' 

This remonftrance bad the proper effeSt i they 
went with great compofure, that very inftant, to 
change their drefs ; and the next day I had the 
(atisfa^ion of finding my daughters, at their own 
requeft, employed in cutting up their trains into 
Sunday waiftcoats for Dick and Bill, the twa 
little ones } and, what was ftill more fatisfadlory, 
the goivn^ fcemed improi^ed by being thus cur* 
tailed. 
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CHAP. V. 

A nev} and great acquamfance introduced. What 
we place moft hopes i^n^ generally proves mofli 
fatah 

AT a fmaH diftance from the bmil^, aijr pre^ 
deceibr had m^de a feat, overikadfed \xf 
an hedge of hawthorn and honej^ucklc* Here^ 
nvhen'^ihe weather was finc^ and our hd)e«ir foon 
finiflied, we ufually all fat together, to enjoy oa 
extenfiye landfcape, in the calm of the eYeniagw 
Here, too, we drank tea^ which now waa become 
an occaConal banquet ; and, ae we had it but £eU 
dom, it diffufed a new joy, the preparations for 
it being made with no finsdl fliare of buftle and 
ceremony. On thefe occafions, our two Kttle ones 
always read for us, and they were regularly ferTel 
after we had done. Sometimes,, to gire a variety 
to our amufements, the girls fung to the guitar i^ 
and while they thusiormed a little concert, my 
wife and I would (IroH down the floiMng field^ 
that was embelliflied'with Uue bells and centau- 
ry, talk of our children with rapture, and enjoy 
tJie breeze that vaftcd both health and har* 
mony. 

In this manner, we began to find, that etery 
fituation in life might bring its own peculiar plea* 
fures : every morning waked us to a repetition 
of toil \ but the evening repaid it with vacant hi*^ 
hrim 

If 
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it was about tfkt begititiiag of Aatumii, on a 
bcdklajry {for I kqpt fuch at intervals of rdaxa-^ 
tion fron^ labour), that I had drawn out my fa- 
mily to our ufual place of amufement, and our. 
]fOttng muficians began their ufual concert. As 
we were thus engaged, we faw a ftag' bound 
lumbly by, within about twenty pabes of where 
we were fitting, and, by its panting, it feemed 
fM'efled by the hunters. We. had not much time 
lo refleA upon the poor animal's diftrefs, when 
we perceived the dogs and horfemen come fwcep* 
ing along at fome diftance behind, and making 
the very path it had taken* I was inftantly for 
retumiiig in with my family ; but either curiofi- 
ty or furpriie, or fome more hidden modvet held 
my wife and daughters to their feats. The huntf- 
man, who rode foremoft, paflfed us with great 
firiftnefsy followed by four or five perfons' more, 
who feemed in equal hafte* At laft, a young 
gentleman, of a more genteel appearance than the 
reft, came forward, and for a 'while regarding us, 
in^^d of purfuiiig the chace, ftopped ihort, and 
giving his horfe to a fervant who attended, ap^ 
proadbed us with a cardeft fuperior air. He 
(ieemed to want no jntrodu£lion, but was going 
to falttte my daughters, as one certain of a kind 
reception j but they had early learnt the lefibn 
of looking^ prefumption out of countenance. Up- 
on which, he let us know, that his name was 
ThomhiU, and that he was owner of the edate 
tli^ lay for fome extent round us* He again, 
ihcreforea. offered to (alute the female part of th« 

B4 iamUysk 
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family ; and fuch was the power of fortune^^iidl 
fine clothes, that he found no fecond repulfe. 
As his addrefs, though confident, was eafy, we 
foon became more familiar ; and perceiving mufi- 
cat inftruments lying near^ be be'gged to be fa- 
voured with a fong. As I did not approve of 
fuch difpro)x)rtioned ac()uaintances, I winked up* 
on my daughte^rs, in order to prevent their com-* 
pliance \ but my hint was countera&ed by one 
from their mother \ fo that, with a chearful air, 
they gave us a favourite fong of Dryden's. Mr* 
Tbornbill feemed highly delighted with their per- 
formance and choice, and then took up the guitar 
himfelf. He played but very indifferently ; how- 
ever, my eldeft daughter repaid his former ap« 
plaufe with intereil, and affured him, that hia 
tones were louder than even thofe of her mailed. 
At this compliment he bowed, which fhe return- 
ed with a curtefy. He praifed her tafle, and fhe 
commended his underAanding. An age could 
not have made them better acquainted : While 
the fond mother, too, equally happy, infiiled up- 
on her landlord's ftepping in and tailing a glafs 
of her goofeberry. The whole family feemed ear- 
ned to pleafehim : my girls attempted to enter- 
tain him with topicks they thought moft modern^ 
while Mofcs, on the contrary, gave him a quef- 
tion drtwo from the ancients \ for which he had 
the fatisfa£lion of being laughed at *, for he always 
afcribed to his wit that laughter which was lavifh- 
ed at his fimplicity : my little ones were no k& 
bpfy, and fondly (luck clofe to the ftranger.. A}1 
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imy Endeavours could fcarce keep their dirty fingers 
from handling and tarnifhing the Ucc on his* 
clothes, and lifting up the flaps of his pocket-* 
boles, to fee what was there. At the approach of 
evening, he took his leave \ but not till he had re-* 
quefted permif&on to renew his viflt i which, as ho 
was our landlord, we moft readily agreed to. . > 
As foon as he was gone, my wife called a coun- 
cil oil the condu& of the day. She was of opi- 
nion, that it was a mod fortunate hit ; foV, that 
(tiC had known even ftranger things at laft 
brought to bear. She hoped again to fee the day 
in which we might hold up our heads with 
the beft of them \ and concluded, flie protefted 
ihe could fee no reafon why the two Mils Wrink- 
lers (honld marry great fortunes, and her chil'^ 
dren get none« As this laft argument was direct- 
ed to me, I protefted- 1 could fee ao reafon for it 
neitHer, nor why one got the ten thduTaind pound 
prize in the lo|;tery, and another fat down with a 
blank. " But tho(^** added I, *^ who either aim 
<* at husbands greater than thenlfelves, or at the 
<< ten thoufand pound prize, have been fools for 
^' their ridiculous claims, whether fucceisful or 
«« not.'! " I proteft, Charles," cried my wifcy 
*' this is the way you always damp my girls and 
" me, when we are. in fpirits. Tell me, Sophy^^ 
*^ my dear, what do you think of our new viii^ 
*' tor? Don't you think he feemed to be good- 
** najtured ?" V Immenfely fp, indeed, Mamma,'*^ 
replied ftie. '* I think he has a gre^rt deal ro 
*' fay.iipon every thing,. a»d is never at a lof&i. 
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^* and the more trifling tbe fnbjeft, the more fire 
^ has to fay } ami what is more^ I proteft ha 
^ is tcry handfomc.'* « Yes,'* cried 01im» 
^' he is veil enough tor a man y but for my part» 
^ I don't much like him^ he is ib extremely kn** 
^< pudent and familiar ^ but on the guitar he is^ 
^ Oiocking/' Thefe twa laft fpeeches I inter* 
preted by contraries. I ibimd by thtSf that So<» 
phta internally defpifed^ as much as Olivia fecret« 
ly admired htm^ *' Whatever may be your opi^ 
<< hions of him> my children/' cried l, '* to con-* 
^ fefs a truth, he has not prcpofleffed me in his 
*< favour. Difpr op oftioned friendfliips ever ter«^ 
** minate in difguft; and I tboughtj notwith^ 
** (landing alt his eafe> that he feemed perfe^y 
<* fenfiblectfthediftance between us. JLetuskee^ 
*< to companions of our own rank. There is no 
<< charaAer among men more contemptible than 
<< that of a fbrtune-hunter ^ and I can fee no rea« 
<^ fon why fortune-hunting women (hould not 
^ be contemptible too. Thus, at beft> it will be 
<< contempt if his views are honourable : but, if 
*^ they are otherwiie ! 1 iliould fbudder but to 
*< think of that ; for^ though I have no appcehen* 
*< fions from the condu£i ci my children, I think 
** there are fome from his ehara^r."* I would ■ 
have proceeded, but for tbe interruption of a fer» 
vant from tbe Squire, who» with his comfdiments^ 
ient us a fide of ventfon, and a promife Uk dine 
with us fome days after. This well*ttmed pre« 
fbnt pleaded mere powerfully in his favour tbaft 
any thipg I had to faj twdd obviate. I therefore 

continued 
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ipominoed filent^ (atisfied with juft having point* 
ed oat dangefi and leaving it to their own difcre* 
don to avoid it. That virtue \vhich requires to 
he ever guarded, is fcarce worth the centineL 
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The hafpinefs of a cmntrj fire-fide. 

A S we carried on the former difpute with (bme 
degree of warmth, in order to accommo* 
date matters, it was univerfally concluded upon« 
thatwefbould have a part of the venifon for 
fupper, and the girls undertook the taft: with 
alacrity. *« I am forry,** cried I, " that we have 
** no neighbour or ftranger to take a part in thif 
<( good cheer ; feafts of this kind'acquire a dou«> 
« We rclidi from hofpitality.**—" 31e& me/* 
cried my wife, «* here comes our good friend 
«« Mr. Burchell, that 4aved our Sophia, and 
•« that run you down fairly in tl^e argument.**-*- 
'* Confute me in argument, child P* cried I, 
«* 70U miftake there, my dear* I believe thert 
«« are but few that can do that : I never difpute 
«* your abilities at making a goofe-pye, and I beg 
♦• youni leave argument to me.^-^ — As I fpoke, 
poor Mr. Burchell entered the boufe, and wa9 
welcomed by the family, who fbook bim heartily 
by the hand, while little Dick oflkioufly reached 
him a chaiu 

I waa 
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I was plcafed 'vith the poor ' man's fncndfliips; 
for two reafons 5 becaule I knew that he wanted 
Ininc, and I knew him to be friendly as far as be 
was able. He was known in ouc neighbourhood 
by the charader of the poor Gentleman that 
would do no good when he was -young, though 
he was not yet above thirty. He would, at in- 
tervals, talk with great good, fenfe ; but, in ge- 
neral, he was fondeft of the company of chil- 
dren, whom he ufcd to call harmlefs little men. 
He was famous, I found, for finging them ballads^ 
and tclKng them ftories 5 and feldpm went with- 
out fbmcthing in his poctets for them, a piece of 
ginger-bread, or a halfpenny whrftle. He gene- 
rally' came into our neighbourhood once a ycar> 
and liTed upon the neighbours hofprtaKty. Ke 
lat down to fupper among us, and my wife was 
not fparing of her goofeberry wine. The tale 
went round j he fung us old fongs, and gave the 
children the ftory of the Buck of Beverland, with 
ihe hiftory of Patient Grizil. The adventures of 
Catfkin ttext entertained them, and then Fair 
Rofamond*s bower. Our cock, which always 
crew at eleven, now told us it was time for repofe ; 
but an unforefeen difficulty darted about lodging 
the ftrarigcr : all our beds were already taken up, 
and it was too late to fend him to the next ale- 
houfe. In this dilemma, little Dick offered him 
his part of the bed, if his brother Mefes would 
let Wm ly with him. " And I," cried Bill, 
*• will give Mr. Burchell my part, if my fifters 
" will Jake me to theirs.*'——** Well done, my 

** good 
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^* good children," cried I, " hofpitality is one of 
,** the.firft Chriftian duties. . ^he bcaft retires to 
'*• its fhelter, and the bird flies to its ncftj but 
** helplefs man can only find refuge from his'fel- 
*<^ low-creature.^ The greateft ftrangcr in thU 
♦*, world, was he that came to fave it. He never 
^' had an houfe, as if willing to fee what hofpi- 
*^ tality was left remaining amongft us. Debo^ 
** rah, my dear,** cried I to tnj wife, *' give 
** thofe boys a lump of fugar each ^ and let Dick's 
•* be, the largeft, becaufe he fpokc firft.** 

In the morning eariy I called out my whoTe 
-family to help at faving an after-growth of hay, 
^nd our gueft offering his affiftance, he was ac*, 
cepted among the number. Our labours went 
on lightly; we turned the fwath to the wind^ I 
went forempd, and the rfeft followed in due fuc« 
cei&on. I could not a vdd, however, obfervin^ 
the affiduity of Mr. Burchell in - affifting m]^ 
daughter Sophia in her part af the tafk. WheA 
he had finifhed his own, he would join in hers^ 
and enter into a clofe converfation ; but I had 
too good an opinion of Sophia*s underftanding^ 
and was too well con'vinced of her ambition, io 
be under any uneafincfs from a man of broken 
fortune. When we were finifhed for the day, 
Mr. Burchell was invited as on the night before ; 
but he refufed, as he was to Jy that night at a 
neighbour's, to whofe child he was carrying 4 
whiftle. When goncj our conveVfation at fuppet 
turned upon our late unfortunate guefl. •« Whil 
** a flrong ioftance/'- faid I, ".is that po^ :maA 

"of 
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^ of the miferies attending a youth o£ levity and 
<* extravagance ! He by no means wants fenfe^ 
^' which only fenret to aggravate his former folly* 
<^ Poor forlorn creature ! where are now the re* 
^* vellersi the flatterers, that he could once infpire 
^* and command 1 Gone^ perhaps, to attend the 
** bagnio padder, grown rich by his extravagance. 
^< They once praifixl him, and now they applaud 
** the pander : their former raptures at his wit» 
'' are now converted into farcafms at his folly ^ 
** he is poor, and perhaps deferves poverty ; for 
^* he has neither the ambition to be independent^ 
** nor the fltill to be ufeful.'' Prompted, per« 
baps, by fome fecret reafons, I delivered this ob« 
Csrvation with too much acrimony, which my So» 
phia gently reproved. *' Whatfoever his formet 
** condu£k may be. Papa, his circumftances Ihould 
'* exempt him from cenfure now. His prefent 
*< indigence is a fufficient punHhment for for* 
*^ mer folly \ and I have heard my Papa himfelf 
'' fay, that we (hould never ftrike our unneceflarf 
** blow at a viAimoverwhom Providence already 
*< holds the Ax^urge of its reientment."-*-*— ^ 
*^ Yott are right, Sophy,^ cried my fim Mofes ^ 
<< and one of the ancients finely reprefents lo 
f < malicious a condud, by the attempts of a ru* 
•< ftick to flay Marfyas, whofe flKin, the fable tellt 
*<< us, had been wholly dripped oS by another* 
*< Befides, I don^ know i£ this poor man's fitua* 
Jf* tion be to bad as my father would reprefcnt it* 
»< We are not to judge of the feelings of others^ 
<< by what wq might feel^ if in their place* Hqw. 
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^ ever dark the habitation of the mole to our 
*' eyes^ yet the animal itfelf finds the apartment 
** fuflEiciently lightfome* And» to confefs a trnth^ 
^' this man's mind feems fitted to his ftation ^ 
** for I sever heard any one more fprightly than 
*' he was to-day, when he converfed with you**^ 
This was faid without the leaft defign ; howevec,, 
it excited a blnfh, which (be ftrove to cover hj 
an aflFe&ed Iaagh» afliiring him, that flie-fcarce 
took any notice of what he faid to her i but that 
file believed he might once have been a. very fine 
gentleman. The ^eadinefs with which (he under^ 
took to vindicate berielf, and her bIo(hing» were 
fymptoms I did not internally aj^rove^ but I 
reprefled my fufpicions. 

As we exptfkcd out landlord the next day» 
sny wife went to make the veniibn pa(ty i Mofet 
lat readingi while I taught the little ones : my 
daughters (ieemecl equally bnfy with the reft| 
mnd I obferved them for a goal while cooking 
fomething over the fire. I at firfl: fuppofed they 
were affifting their mother ; but little Dick in* 
formed me, in a whifper, that they were making 
a wa/i for the face. Waihes of all kinds I had a 
natural antipathy to ; for I knew, that, inftead of 
mending the complexion, they fpoiled it. I 
therefore approached my chair, by Qqw degrees^ 
to the fire) and grafping the poker, as if it want- 
ed mending, feemingly bv accident overturned 
the whole compofition^ and it was too late to be-^ 
jgin another. 

CHAP. 
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A Ufun wit defcribed. The dulleft fillonus may 
learn to he comical fir a night or two^ 

WHEN the morning arrived on which wc 
were to entertain our young landlord, it 
may be eafily fuppofed what proviGons were ex« 
haufted to make -an appearance^ It may alfo be 
conje£lured, that my wife and daughters expand-* 
ed their gayeft plumage upon this occafion« Mr, 
Thombill came with a couple of friends^ his 
chaplain and feeder* ^The fervants, who were 
numerous^ he politely ordered to the next ale« 
houfe : but niy wife, in the triumph of her hearty 
infifted .on entertaining them all ; for which, hj 
the by, the family was pinched for three wceltt 
after. As Mr. Burchell had hinted to us ths 
day before, that he was making fome propofals 
of marriage to Mils Wilmot> my ion George^s 
former miftrefs, this a good deal damped the 
heartinefs of his reception : but accident, in. fome 
nieailire, relieved our embarraflmen.t ; for one of 
|be company happening to mention her name^ 
i^Ir. Thombill obferved, with an oatfa^ that hene*- 
irer knew any thing more abfurd than calling 
fuch a fright a beauty : '* For, ftrike me ugly,'* 
continued he, ^^ if I (hould not find as much plea- 
y fure in choofing my miilrefs by the information 
« of a lamp under the clock at St. Dunftan'sJ' 
At this he laughed^ and fo did we : — ^The jefts of 
' • .^ "the 
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the rich arc ever fucccfsful. Olivia too could 
not aroid whifpering, load enough to be heard^ 
That he had an infinite fund of humour. 

After dinner, I began with my ufuat toaft, 
the Church ; for this I was thanked by the chap- 
lain, as, he faid, the church was the only miftrefs 
of his afFeflions.— ** Come, tell us honeftly, 
*• Frank," faid the Squire, with his ufual arch- 
nefs) " fuppofe the church, your prefcnt miftrefs, 
*' dreifed in lawn Heeves on one hand,^ and Mifs 
•* Sophia, with no lawn about her, oii the other, 
" which would you be for?** '• For both, to be 
" fure," cried the chaplain — ** Right, Frank,** 
cried the Squire; •* for, may this glafs fuffocate 
** me, but a fine girl is worth all the pricftcraft in 
" the nation. For, what are tithes and tricks, 
*^ but an impofition, all a confounded impofture ? 
" and I can prove it." — ** I wifli you would,** 
i:ried my fon Mofes ; " and I think," continued 
he, <* that I ihould be able to combat in the op« 
•* pofition." — ** Very well. Sir," cried the Squire, 
who immediately fmoked him, and winking on 
the reft of the company, to prepare us for the 
fport, ** if you are for a cool argument upon that 
•* fubjed, I am ready to 'accept the challenge. 
«* And firft, whether are you for managing it 
«* analogically, or dialogically ?" ** I am for ma- 
*« naging it rationally/* cried Mofes, quite happy 
at being permitted to difpute. ** Good again," 
cried the Squire ; •* and firftiy, ot the firft, I hope 
** you will not deny> that whatever is, is. If 
*'"you don't grant me that, I can go no far* 

' . « thcr." 
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«'tber.'*--" Why,*' Tctnnicd Mofiab ^* I thiol: 
*< I may grant that, and make the beft of ic.''-^ 
*< I hope, too/' pcturned the other, << you'll graot 
<< that a part is lefr than the whole.'* ** I grant 
<< that too," cried Mofes, '< it is but juft and 
«* reafouable.** — " I hope," cried the Squire, 
<< you will not deny, that the two angles of a tri- 
^< angle are eqaal to two right onea/'— '' No-« 
** thing can be plainer," returned t'other, and 
looked round with his ufual importance* ■ 
** Very wdl," cried the Squire, fpeaking very 
quick, " the premifes being thus fettled, I pro* 
** ceed to obferre, that the concatenation of fdf- 
<< eipftences, proceeding in a reciprocal duplicate 
<<' ratio, naturally produce a problematical dialo-* 
*^ gifm, which, in fome medtire, prores, that the 
^ eflence of fplritualtty may. be referred to the 
^ fecond predicable," •* Hold, hold," cried the 
^her, ^' I deny that : Do you think I can thua 
>^ tamely fulN^it to fuch heterodox doftrines I**' 
** What," replied the Squire, as if in a paiBon, 
*^ not fubmit I Anfwer me oiie plain queftion :^ 
^* Do you think Ariftbtle right, when be fays^ 
«f that relatives are related ?" •* Undoubtedly,'* 
replied the other. <* If fo, then," cried the 
Squire, '' anifwer me diredly to what I pro- 
<<pofe': Whether do you judge the analytical 
<< inveftigation of the firft part of my enthymem 
*^ deficient fecundum quoad, or quoad minus i and^ 
^^ give me your rcafons too : give me your rea- 

«fons, I fay, direOly.^ ^* I proteft," cried 

Mdk$^ *< I don't ri^tly comprehend the force 

*« of 
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^5 et your rcifoiiiiig s but if it be reduced to one 
** fimple propofitioQ) I fancy il may then have 
** an anfwcr.**^— ^'^ O Sir,* cried the Sqaire^ 
<^ I am your moft humble fenrant } I find you want 
^ me to furnifli you with arguments and intel* 
** k£b both* No» Sir i there, I proteft, you are 
«« too baid for ne.** This effeaually raifed the 
Iliugh againft poor Mofes^ who iat the only dif- 
ijaid figure in aj^up of merry facea : nor did 
be offer a fingl'e fyUable more during the whole 
fntertainment. 

3ut though all thti gare me no pleafure, it had 
a very different effeil upon Olivia^ who miftook 
tbis humour, which was a mere a£l of the me« 
mory, for real wit. She thought him, there« 
fore, a very fine gentleman ; and fuch as confider 
what powerful ingredients a good figure, fine 
clothes* and fortune, are in that dura£ler, will 
eafily forgive her. Mr. Thomhill, nocwithftand- 
ing bis real ignoranee, talked with eafe, and could 
ei^tiate upon the eonunoii topicks of conTerfa« 
tion with fluency* It is not forprifing, then, that 
fuch talents Should wm the aic&ione of a girl, 
who, by education, was taught to value an appear- 
ance in berfelf, and confequently to fet a value 
upon it when found in ancdier. 

Upon his departure, we again entered into a 

debate upon the merits of our young landlord* 

As he dire£lcd his looks and converfation to Oli* 

▼ia, it was no longer doubted but that (he was the 

obje£l that induced him to be our vifitor. Nor 

ihe feem to be much difplcafed at the innocent 

raillery 
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raillerjrof her brother and fifter upon this occa- 
fion* Even Deborah herfelf feemed to (hare th^ 
glory of the day, and exulted in her daughter's 
viftory as if it were her own. " And now, my 
** dear,*' cried (he to me, ** Pll fairly own, that 
** it was I that inflrufied my girls to encourage 
** our landlord's addrefles* I had always fome 
*' ambition ; and you now fee that I was right $ 
** for, who knows how this miy end ?'* " Ay, 
*• who<knows that indeed ?** anfwered I, with » 
groan : " for my part, I don't much like it : andr 
'^ I could have been better pleafed with one that 
** was poor and honed, than this fine gentleman, 
" with his fortune and infidelity ; for, depend 
" on't, if he be what I fufpeft him, no freethink- 
M er fliall ever have a child of mine/' 

^* Sure, father," cried Mofcs, «* you are too 
** fevere in this ; for Heaven will never arraign 
** him for what he thinks, but for what he does; 
<^ Every man has a thoufand vicious thought^i 
"which arife without his power to fupprcfs. 
** Thinking freely of religion may be involtmtary 
" with this gentleman : fo that, allowing his fen- 
** timents»to be wrong, yet, as he is purely paf- 
•* five in their reception, he is no more to be 
«* blamed for their incurfions, than the governor 
f * of a city without walls, for the (helter he is 6b^ 
^< liged to tifford an' invading enemy." 

" True, my fon," cried 1; " but if the gover- 
** nor invites the enemy, there he is juftly cnU 
«* pable. And fuch is always the cafe with thofe 
«* who embrace error. The vice does not ly lA 

<* affenting 
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aflehting to the'proofs they fee j but in being 
blind to many of the proofs that offer. Like 
corrupt judges on a bench, they' (jftermine 
right on that part of the evidence they hear ) 
^ but they will not bear att the evidence. Thus^ 
^* my fon, though our erroneous Opinions be in- 
** voluntary when formed, .yet, as we havd 4)een 
*• wilfully corrupt, or very negligent in forming 
•*them> we deferve puiiifhment for our vice, or 
** contempt for our folly.*' 

My Mrife now kept up the converfation, though 
not the argument : flie obfervec), that feveral very 
prudent men of oiir acquaintance were free-think- 
ers, and made very good hufbands ; and ihe knew 
fome fenfible girls that had (kill enough to make 
converts of their fpoufes : " And who knows, my^ 
** dear,** continued fhe, ** what Olivia may be 
'< able to do? The. girl has a great deal to fay 
*• upon every fubjeft ; and, to my knowledge^ is 
<< very well (killed ii> controverfy.*' 

*< Why, my dear, what controverfy can Ac 
•* have read ?" cried I. ** It does not occur to 
•« my memory that I ever, put fuch books iiito 
** her hands : you certainly over-rate her merit.** 
*• Indeed, papa,'* replied Olivia, " Ihe does not : 
*• I have read a great dealof contl'overfy. I have 
** read the difputes between Thwackum and 
*< Square, the controverfy beteen Robinfon Cru- 
»* foe and Friday the favage i and I am now em- 
<* ployed in reading the controverfy in Religious 
^« Courtlhip.'' " Very Well," cried I, •* that's a 

** good 
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*^ good girl ; I find jou are perfc^Uj qualified tat 
^' making con?ens ^ and for go he^ joar mother 



to 0Nike the goofaberry-pye.' 
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jtn astt9ufp which pr$mfes little good fortume, yd 
may ^ produ&ve $fmucb. 

'I^HE next morning we were again vifited by 
*^ . Mr. Burchell^ though I began^ for certaia 
reafons, to be difpleafed with the frequency of hi^ 
Tctum i but I could not refufe him my company 
and fire-fide. It is true, his labour more than 
requited his entertainment ^ for he wrought a« 
mong us with vigour \ and, either in the meadow 
or at the hay-rick, put him&lf foremoft. Befidet^ 
lie bad alwaya fomething amuiing' to fay, that 
leflened our toil ; and was at once fo out of the 
way, and yet fo fenfible, that t lo?ed^ laughed at, 
and pitied him. My only diflike arofe from an 
attachment he difcovered to my daughter: he 
would, in a jefting manner, call her his little mif* 
trefs ; and when he bought each of the girls a fet 
of ribands, hers was the fineft. I knew not how, 
but he every day feemed to become more ami- 
able, bis wit to improve, and his fimplioity to af« 
fume the fuperior airs of wifdonu 

Our famUy dined in the field,, and we fat, or 
rather reclined, rou^d a temperate rq)aft, our 

cloth 
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tSdth fpreacl «poA tile hay, whik Mr. Bitfchell 
feemed to gi^e chcerfulneft to tbe feaft. To 
lieighten our (zti^h&ionf two blackbirds anfwer* 
ed cacb other from op{iefite beiges ; the fittntliar 
redbreaft came and pecked the crumbs from our 
bands; and every found feemed but the echo 
of tranquilHty. *< I never fit thus," fflys So* 
phiay '* but I think of the two lovcrs> fo fweetly 
^> defcnhed by Mr. Gay^ who were ftruck dead 
^' iti each others arms^ under a barley mow* 
V There is fomething fo patbetick in the dcfcsip- 
** tion, that I have read it an hundred times with 
•• new rapture.^* " Iii my opinion,?* cried my 
fon, ** the fined ftrokes in that dcfcription, are 
*^ much below thofe in- the Acis and Galatea of 
*^ Ovid. The Roman poet underllands the ufe 
** of contrafi better ; and aport that figure, artful* 
^ I7 managed, all ftrength in the patbetick de« 
*< pends.* <* It is reaiackable^'^ cried Mr. Bbr^ 
chell, << that botb the poet» you mention, have 
'* equalfy contributed to introduce a £alfe tafte 
^< into their reipedive countries, by loading all 
*' their lines with epithet. Men of little genius 
<* found them mod eafily imitated in their de« 
•* fc£U J and Englifti poetry, like that in the later 
** empire of Rome, is nothing, at prcfcnt, but a 
*< combination of luxuriant images, without plot or 
*''co.nne&ion $ a ftring of epithets, that improve 
*< the found, withput carrying on the fenfe. But 
^< perhaps. Madam, whilr I thus reprehend o- 
y thers, you will think it juft tb^t I fliould give 
*' th^m an opportunity to retaliate } and, indeed, 

•a have 
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^* I have made this remark, onl]^ to have an op^ 
*^ portunity of introducing to the company a bal-> 
f* lad|, which, whatever be its other defe£b, isj I 
** think, at leaft^ free from thofe I have men- 
** lioned.*' 



A B A L L A D. 

»« TURN, gentle hcrnlit of the dale, 
** And guide my lonely way 

** To where, yon taper cheers the vafc 
•« With hofpitable ray. 

*< t'or here forlorn and loft I tread, 
** With fainting fteps and flow ; 

•* Where wilds, immeafurably fpre^d^ 
** Seem lengthening as I ^o.f* 

« Forbear, my fon,"* the hermit cries, 
*^ To tempt the dangerous gloom \ 
For yonder phantom only flics. 
To lure thee to thy doom. 

** Here, to the houfelefs cTiJld of want, 

** My door is open ftill $ 
^' And thoujgh my portion is but fcant, 

" r give it with good-will. 

'* Then turn to-night, and freely fliare 

" Whatever my cell beftows j 
5* My ruihy couch, tod frugal iare, 
My blefiing aird ircpofc. . 
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f* No flocks that range the Valley free, 

*^ To flaughter I condemn ; 
•* Taught by that Power that pities me, 

•* I learn to pity them. 

<* But from the mountain's grafly fide^ 

. << A guiltle& feaft I bring ^ 
^ A fcrip with herbs and fruits fupply'd^ 
'^ And water from the fpring. 

<^ Then, pilgrim^ turn, thy cares forego j 
^< For earth-born cares are wrong : 

*^ Man wants but little here bdow^ 
'' Nor wants that little long." 

Soft as the dew from heav'n deieendsj 

His gentle accents fell : 
The grateful ftranger lowly bends^ 

And follows to the cell. ^ 

Far fhelter'd ki a glade obfcure 

The modeil manfion lay t 
A refuge to the neighbouring poor^ 

And ftrangers led aftray. 

No (lores beneath its humble thatch 

Required a mailer's care $ 
The door juft opening with a latcb^ 

Recei?*d the harmlefs pair. 

And now, when worldly crowds retire 

To revels or to reft. 
The hermit trimm'd his little fire> 

Aild ch'eer*d his penfive gueft : 

Vat. I - C ' And 
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And fpread hia- vegetaUe ftore, - 
And gayly prefs'4j and fmil'd i 

Andy ikillM in legendary lore. 
The lingering hours beguil'd. 

Around in fympathetick mirth 

Its tricks the kitten tries ; 
The cricket chirrups in the hearth | 

The crackling faggot flies. 

But nothing could a charm impart 
To fobthe'thc ftranger^s woe ; 

For grief was )ieavy at his heart, 
And'tears began to flow* 

His rifing c^reft ibehiermlt fpy'd. 
With anfwering care oppreft i 
And whence, unhappy youth," he cry'df 
The fortoWs of thy breaft ? 

« From better habitation^ fpurn'd, 
" Rcluflant doft thou rove ? 

** Or grieve for friendftiip unretum'd, 
*• Or unregarded love ? 

<' Alas ! the joys thiat fortune bringsj 

<< Are trifling, and decay : 
!• And thofe who prize the paltry things, 

••'More trifling ftill than they. 

•< And what is friendibipi but 9 oame^ 
•• A charm that lulls to fleep ; , 

f< A fliade that follows wealth or famcj 
^« But leaves A« wretch to weep ? 
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^ And love 19 ftitt an emptier founds 

" The haughty fair one's jeft 2 
y On earth tinfeen, or only found 

<< To warm the turtle's neft. 

<< For fliame, ibnd youifa, thy forfows ha(h» 
« And fpum the tct,"* he faid : 
But whije be fpokc^ a rifing blufli 
The bafhful gueft betray'd. 

He fees unnumber'd beauties riie^ 

Expanding to the riew ; 
Like clouds that deck the morning (kies^ 

As bright, as tranCenc too. 

Her looks, her lips, her panting breaft» 

Alternate fpread alarms ; 
The lovely ftranger ftands confeft 

A maid in all her charms* 

And '^ Ah forgive a ftranger rcidc» 
«* A wretch forlorn/* (he cried i 
$^ WBofe feet unhallowed thus intrude 

<< Where heav'n and you re$de» 

» 

« But let a maid thy pity (hare, 
*« Whom love has taught t6 ftray 1 

<« Wl^o k^% for reft, bj*t fi&ds defpak- 
^* Companion of her way* 

« My father livM bcfide tfee Tyne, 

" A wealthy lor4 was h^ s 
«< Ana all his wefdtb l»tas mwkUat mnt\ 

<* He had but only P>c> \ 

Ca ?!To 
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•* To win mc from bis tender armsj^ 
** Unnumbered faitors came ; 

*< Wbo prais'd me for imputed channs, 
<< And felt, or feign'd a flame. 

*' Each mom the gay fantaftick croud 
~ •* With richeft proffers ftrore : 
<< Among the r eft> young Edwin bow'd^ 
** But ne?cr talk*d of love. 

'* In bumble fimpleft habit clad, 
** No wealth nor power had he ; 

'' A coQftant heart was all he had, 
<* But that was all to me. 

** The bloflbm opening to the day, 
•* The dews of heaven refinM, 

<< Could nought of purity difplay, 
« To emulate his mind. 

" The dew, the bloflbm on the tree, 
•* With charms inconftant (hinc } 

*< Their charms were his, but, woe to me, 
•• Their conftancy was mine. 

« For ftili I trfd each fickle art, . 

*' Importunate and vain ; . 
« And, while his paflion touch'd my heart, 

<< I triumph'd in his pain. 

^* TUl quite dqed:ed with my fcom, 

<< He left me to my pride i 
<< And fought a folitude forlorn^ 

^ In fecret, where he dyM* 
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'' Bnt mine tbe forrow, mine the faulty 

^* And well my lifelQiall pay ; 
^< rU feek the folUude be fought, 

•* And ftretch me where he lay. 

'^ And there forlorn, defpairing hid, 

*' rn lay me down and die : 
" Twas fo for me that Edwin did, 

" And fo for him will L" 

** Thou (halt not thus — ** the hermit cry'd, 

And clafp'd her to his breaft : 
The wond'ring fair pne^turn'd to chide ; 
. 'Twas Edwin's felf that preft* 

" Turn, Angelina^ ever dear, 

** My charmer, ^I^n, to fee ^ * 

** Thy own, thy Idng-loU Edwin here, 

** Reftor'd to love and thee. 

<* Thus let me hold thee to my heart, 

** And ev'ry care refign : 
•* And fliall we never, never part, 

** O tho u- my all that's mine ? 

'*' No, never, from this hour to part ; 

" We'll live and love fo true, 
" The figh that rends thy conftant heart, 

« Shall break thy Edwin's too." 

While this ballad was reading, Sophia feemed 
to mix an air of tendernefs with her approbation. 
But our tranquillity was foon diflurbed by the re- 
port of a gun juft by us, and, immediately after,, 

C 3 a man 
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a man was fccn burfting througli the Hedge/" to ' 
take up the game be had killed. Tbia fpohfman 
was the Squire's chaphin, who bad (hot one of 
the blackbirds that fo agreeabljr entertained us. 
So loud a report, and fo near, ftartlcd my diugh* 
ters ; and I could perceive, that Sophia, in the 
fright, had thrown herfelf Into Mr. BurchellV 
arms for prote£iion. Thegentleman cajne up, i^nd 
afked pardon for having difturbed us, affirming^ 
that be was ignorant of our being fo near. He 
therefore fat down by myyoun^eft daugbter,.and, 
fportfman-ltke, offered her what be bad killed that 
morning. She was^ going to refufe ; Ijut a pri- 
vate look from her mother foon induced her 
'to corredi the miftake, yd accept his pre^ 
fent, though with fome reluftance. My wife, 
ns ufual, difcovered her pride in a whifperj 
obfcrving, that Sophy had made a conqucftof the 
chaplain, as well as her fifter had of the. Squire. 
I fufpe^led, however, with more probability, tbat 
her affeftions were placed upon a different objeft. 
The chaplain's errand was to inform us, that Mr. 
Thornhill had provided mufick and refre(hmentS9 
and intended, that night, giving the young ladies 
a ball by moo;i-light, on the grafs-plot before our 
door. ** Nor can I deny^'* conunued he, " but I 
** have an intereft in being ' firft to deliver this 
** meflage, as I expert for my reward to be bo- 
** noured with Mifs Sophia's hand as a partner." 
To tWs my girl replied, that (he (hould have no 
objeftipn,- if (he could do it with honour :/** But 
" here," continued flie, ^ is a gentleman," look- 
ing 
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ilig at Mr*. Burchell, ** who has been ijay compaj^ 
' <' nion in the taik for the day» and it is fit he 
-** ihould (hare in its amufements." Mr. Burcbell 
returned her a compliment for her intentions i 
but refigned her up to the chaplain, adding, that 
he was to go that night five miles, being invited 
to an harveft fupper. His refuial appeared to me 
a little extraordinary ^ nor could I conceive how 
fo fenfible a girl as my youngeft, could thus pre« 
fer a middle-aged man, of broken fortune, to a 
fprightly young fellow of twcnty-two. But as 
men are moft capable of diftinguifliing m^rit in 
women, fo the ladies often form the trueft judg- 
ments upon us. The two fexea feem placed as 
fpies upon each other, and are furnifliedwith dif- 
ferent abilities, adai>ted for mutual infpe£Uont 




CHAP. IX. 

STwtf ladies of great dtftittBhn introduced* Superior 
Jinerj ever feems to confer fuperior breeding. 
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*R. BtJ^RCHELL bad fcarce taken leave, and 
Sophia confented to dance with the chap* 
Iain, when my little ones came running out to 
tell us that the Squire was come, with a crowd of 
company. Upon our return, we foiind our land- 
lord, with a couple of under^gentlemen, and two 
young ladies richly drefTed, whom he introduced 
M women of very great diftin^on and faihion 
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from town. We happened not to have chairs e« 
nough for the whole company ; but Mr. Thorn* 
hill immediately propofed^ that every gentleman- 
(hoold fit in a lady's lap. This I .ppfitively ob* 
jedled to, notwithftanding a Ipok of difapproba-^ 
don from my wife. Mofes was' therefore dis- 
patched to borrow a couple of chairs ; and, as we 
were in want of ladies alfo, to make up a fet at 
country dances, the two gentlemen went with, 
him in queft of a couple of partners. Chairs and 
partners were foon provided. The gentlemen 
returned with my neighbour Flamborough's .rofy 
daughters, flaunting with red top-knots. But 
there y^zs an unlucky circumftance, which was 
not adverted to : though the Mifs Flamboroughs 
were reckoned the very bcft dancers in the pariih, 
and underftood the jig and the round-about to 
perfection, yet they were totally unacquainted 
■with country-dances. This, at firft difcompofed 
us; however, after a little flioving and dragging, 
they began to go merrily on. Our mufick conGft- - 
led of two •fiddles, with a pipe and tabor. The 
moon fhone bright. . Mr. Thornhill and my eldeft 
daughter led up the ball, to the great delight of 
ilie fpeftatoTs; for the' neighbours, hearihg'what 
was going forward, came flocking about us. My 
girl moved with fo much grace and vivacity, that 
my wife could not avoid difcovcring the pride of 
her -heart, by affuring me, that, though the little 
chit 'did it lb cleverly, all the ftcps were ftolen 
from herfelf. The ladies of the town drove hard 
? to 
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to be equally eafy, but without fuccefs. They 
fwanif (prawledf languiihed, and friiked ; but ait 
would not do : the gazers, indeed, owned that it 
was fine } but neighbour Flamborough obfervedi 
that Mifs Livy'a feet feemed.as pat to the mufick 
as its echo. After the dance had continued a* 
bout an hour, the two. ladies, who were appre* 
henfive of catching cold, moved to break up the 
balK One of them, I thought, exprefled her fen* 
timeBts upon this occafion in a ^ery coarfe man- 
ner, when, {he obferved, that, by the living jingo^ 
flie was all of "a muck of fwcat. Upon our return 
to the hpufe} we fotind a very elegant cold fupper, 
which MrrThomhill had ordered to be brought 
with him. The converfation, at this time, was 
Si^e referved than before. The twe ladies threw 
my girls quite into the (hade ; for they would 
talk of nothing but high-life, and high-lived 
eompany, with other fafliionable topicks; fuch as 
pi^lures, tafte, Shakefpear, and the mufical glafTes. 
It i$ true, they once or twice mortified us fen- 
fibly, by flipping out an oath ; but that appeared 
to ipe as the fureft fympcom of their diAindion, 
^<hough I am fince informed, that fwearing is 
now perfe^y ynfaQiionable.) l^heir finery, how- 
ever, threw a veil over any grofTnefs in their con- 
verfation* My daughters feemcd to regard their 
fiiperior accompli(hments with envy ; and what 
appeared^ amifs, was afcribed to tip-top quality 
breeding. But the condefcenCon • of the ladies 
was ftill fuperior to their other accomplifhments. 

Cs - One 
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One of them obferTedi that had Mift^ Olivia 
feen a little more of the world; it would greatfjr 
improve her. To which the other added, that a 
fingle winter in town would make her little Sq<- 
phia quite another thing* My wife warmly af- 
fented to both i adding, that there was nothing 
fhe more ardently wifhed, than to gire her girts 
a fingle winter's polifiiing. To 'this I could not 
help replying, that their breeding was already fo* 
perior to their fortujse ; and that greater refine^ 
ment would only fenre to maffce their poverty ridi« 
culous, and giv< thdn a tafte for pleafures they 
had no right to poflSsfs--— — *^ And what plea- 
** furcs,'* cried Mr. Thomhai, " do tbey not de- 
*^ ferve, who have fo much in their power to be« 
"flow? As for my part,'* cootinuedhe, "' my 
** fortune is pretty large *, love, liberty, and plea« 
*' fure, are my maxims; hutcurre me, if a fettle^' 
" ment of half my eftaie could give my charming^ 
*< Olivia pleafure, it ihould be hers ; and the on-^ 
** ly favour I would afk in return would be, to 
*^ add myfelf to the benefit.'* I was not fuch a- 
Granger to the world, as tolse ignorant that thia^ 
was the fafhionable cant to difguife the infolencd 
of the baCeft propofal; but I made an efibrt to 
liipprefs my rfefentntent.. ~ "- Sir," cried I> **ihe 
«* family which you now condefeend t'O favour 
<< with your company, has been bred with 'as nice 
<< a fenfe of honour as you* A»y attempts to in* 
^^ J4ire that, may be attended with very danger* 
<€ ous coafequences. Hoxioar^ Sir, i$ our only 
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♦* poflclfion at prcfcnt ;_ancl,<pf that laft treafure^ 
•* wc miJft be particularly careful.** — ^I was foon 
forry for the warmth with which I had fpokeii 
thitf, when the young gentleman, grafping my 
hand, fwore he commended my fpirit, though he, 
difapproTed my fufpicions. " As to your pre- 
•*^ fen t hint,*' continued he^ *' I proteft nothing 
V was farther from my heart than fuch a thoughts 
*' No ; by all that's tempting, the virtue that wilt 
** ftand a regular fiegc was never to my tafte j 
*' for all my amours are carried by a coup^de-^ 
** main!* 

The two ladies^ who affed^ed to be ignorant of 
the reft, feelned highly difplcafed with this laft 
ftroke of freedom, atid began a very difcreet and 
ferions dialogue upoa virtue v in thitf my wife,. 
the chaplain, aiid I, foon joined ; and the Squire 
bimfelf was at laft brought \o confcfs a fenfe of 
forrow for hie former excefles. We talked of the 
pleafures of temperance, and the funfbine iji the^ 
mind unpoQuted with guilt.^ i was well pleafed 
that my little onei were kept up beyond the 
uftial time^. to be edified by fucb good coaverfa-^ 
tion. Mr. Thornhill even went beyond me, and 
demanded if I had any obje£tion to giving pray* 
ers* I -joyfully embraced the propofal ; and \xk 
this mannier the night waB pa^ed in a moft com* 
fortable way, till at laft the company began ta 
think* of retiring. The ladies feemed very un* 
wrlling to part from my daughters, for whom, 
they had conceived a particular afte£tion^ and. 
joined in a requeft to have the pleafure of theip 

' . . company 
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company iiome« The Squire feconded ifae pro^ 
pofal) and my wife added her entreaties ^ the girls/ 
too, looked upon me as if they wiftied to go. la 
this perplexity, I made two or three excufes ; 
which my daughters as readily removed ; fo that, 
at laft, I was obliged to give a peremptory, re- 
fufal ; for which, we had nothing but fullen lpok9 
and fhort anfwers, the whole day enfuing. 



C H A P. X. 

The family endeavours to cope with their betters'. 
The miferies of the poor, nuhen they attempt to ap*^ 
" pear above their circumjlances* 

T Now began to find, that all my long and pain- 
ful lef^ures upon temperance, fimplicity, and 
contentment, were entirely difregardgi. The di-" 
* flin£tion8 lately paid us by our befters, awaked 
that pride which I had laid afieef*^ but not re* 
moved. Our windows t^ow again, as formerly^ 
were filled with waflies for the rieck and face. 
The fun was dreaded as an enemy to the Ikin 
without doors, and the fire, as a fpoiler of the 
complexion within. My wife obferved, that rif- 
ing too early would hurt her daughters eyes ; that 
working after dinner would redden their nofes ; 
and convinced me, that the hands never looked 
fo white as when they did nothing. Inftead, 
therefore, of finilhing George's Ihirts, we now 

had 
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hftd 4hem new-modelling their old gauzes^ or 
flouriihing upon catgut. The poor Mifs Flam- 
boroughS) their former gay companionsj were cad 
off as mean acquaintance ; and the whole conver- 
fation ran upon high-life, and high-lived compa** 
ny, with pictures, tafte, Shakefpear^ and the mu^ 
fical glailes. 

But we could hare borne all this,' had not a 
fortune-telling gipfy come to raife us into per- 
fect fublimity. The tawny fybil no fooner ap- 
peared, than my girls came running to me for a 
Shilling a piece, to crofs her .band with filver. 
To fay the truth, I was tired of being always 
wife, and could not help gratifying their requeft, 
b^caufe I loved to fee them happy. I gave each 
of them a fhilling ; though, for the honour of the 
famUy, It-muft be obferved, that they never went 
without money themfclves,^ as my wife, always 
generoufly let them have a guinea each, to keep 
in their pockets ; but with {iriOt injun£lions ne- 
ver to change it. After they had been clofcted 
up with the fortune-teller for fome time, I knew 
by their looks, upon their returning, that they 
had been promifcd fomething great.— — ** Well,, 
my girls,, how have yofi fped ? Tell me, Liry^ 
has the fortune-teller given thee a penny. 
" worth ?"— — ** I proteft, papa," fays the girl^ 
with a ferious faoe, y I believe ihe deals with 
** fomebody that's not right; for ihe poiitively 
*^ declared, that I am to be married to a great 
" Squire, in lefs than a twelvemonth !'* — " Well, 
l^ now, Sophy, my child/' faid I, " and what fort 
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'* of a hufband arc you to have V* — " Sir," rc-» 
plied flic, *^ I am to have a Lord, foon after my 
•* fifter has been married to the Squire/ ^ 
** How,** cried I, " is that all you are to have for 
** your two fliillings ! Only a Lord and a Squire 
•* for two fliillings \ You fools, I could h^ve pro-^ 
<< mifcd you a Prince and a Nabob for half the 
** money.* 

Thisi curiofity ti theirs, however, was attend^ 

tA with very ferious tS^&s : we now began to 

' think ourfelves dcfigned by the Stars for fome« 

thing exalted, and already anticipated oar futufo 

grandeur. 

It has been a thoufand tim^ obferved, and I 
nuft obferre it once more^ that the hours we paf«. 
with happy profpe£h in view, are more pleafing^ 
than tbofe 'crowned- with fruition. In the firft 
cafe, we cook the difli to our own appetite ; in- 
the iattec^ nature cooks it for us. It is impoffible 
to repeat the train of agreeable reveries we called 
up for our entertainment. We looked upon our 
fortunes as once more riCng; and as the whole 
parifli afferttd, that the Squire was in love wkK 
my daughter, fhe was adually fo with him ; for 
they perfu^ded her into paiSon. In this agree- 
able interval, my wife had the moft lucky dreams 
in the world, which flie took care^to tell us every 
morning, with great folemnity and exaftnefs. It 
was one night a coffin and crofs^bones ; the fign ' 
of an approaching wedding : at another time, flic 
imagined her daughter's pockets filled with far* 
things ; a certain £gn of t^eir being one day fluff* 
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cd with gold. The giris had their omens too r 
they felt ftrange ViSes on their !ips ; they faw 
rings in the candle; purfes bounced from the 
fire ; and true-love knotfr lurked at the bottom o£ 
every tea^cup. 

Towards the end of the week, we received » 
card from the town ladies ; in which, with their 
compliments, they hoped to fee all our family at 
church the Sunday following. All Satufdaf 
morningi I could perceive, in confequence of this, 
my wife and daughters in clofe conference toge* 
ther, slnd now and then glancing at me, with 
looks thati)etrayed a latent plot. To be fincere^ 
I bad ftrong fufpicions thsrt fome abfurd propofal 
wr.s preparing for appearing with fplendour the 
next day. In the evening, they began their ope* 
rations in a very tegular roahiier ; and my wife 
undertook to condu£l the fiege. After tea^ 
when I fcemed ,in fpirits, (he Dcgan thus : •* I 
** fancy, Charles, my dear, we ihalt have a great 
<< deal of good company at our church to-mor- 
** row.**— *• Perhaps we may, my dear,'* return- 
ed I ; •' though you need be under nouneafinefs 
*« about that ; you fliall have a fermon, whether 

*• there be or not.** •• That is what I ejcpcft,** 

returned flie ; *• but I think, my dear,' we ought 
•* to appear there as decently as poifible ; for, 
•* who knows what may happen ?" — ^** Your pre- 
'* cautions,*' replied I, ^ are highly commendable* 
" A decent behaviour and appearance in church 
** is what charms me. We fhould be devout ^nd* 
^ humble, cheerful and fcrcne." *« Yes," cried 

(he. 
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file, ^< I know that^ butl mean, we (hodld g^ 
** there in as proper a manner as poflible $ not al- 
<< together like the fcrubs about us." ^* You are 
'^ quite right, my dear,'' returned I, ** and I was 
" going to make the very fame propofal. The 

V proper manner o£ going, is, td go there as early 
'} as poflible, to have time for meditation, before 
'* the fervice begins." .. " Phoo, Charl^," inter* 
rupted fhe, ** all that is^ery true ; but not what 
<< I would be at. I mean, we (hould go tb^re 
'^ genteelly. Tou know the church is two miles 
</ off} and I proteft 1 don'^ J ike to fee my daugb- 
*' tcrs trudging up to theii; pew all blowzed and 
^* red with walking, a^d looking,' for all the 
'< world, as if they had been wi^nners at a £mo(:k 
** race* Nowj n)y dear, my prppofal.is this: 
<< there are our two pbugh-borfes, the Colt that 
'< has been in our family thefe nine years, and 
<^ bis companion Blackberry, that have fcarce 

V done an earthly thing for this month paft,^and 
<< are both grown fat and lazy. Why (hould not 
<< they do fomething as well as we ? And, let me 

V tell you^ when Mofes has trimmed them a lit- 
« tic, thfey will not be fo contemptible." 

« To this propofal, I obje£led, that walking 
would b^ twenty times more genteel than fuch 
a paltry conveyance, as Blackberry was wall- 
eyed, and the Colt wanted a tail : that tbey had* 
never been broke to the rein ; but bad an bun* 
dred vicious tricks; and that we had but one 
(addle and pillion in the whole houfe. All thefe 

objedions^ 



€>bjc£dons, howeveri were overruled ; fo that I 
was obliged to comply. The next morning. I 
perceived them not a. little bufy in cdlleQing fuch 
materials as might be neceflary for the expedition: 
butj as I found it would be a bufinefs of much 
time, I walked on to' the church before, and 
they promifed fpeediJy to follow. I waited near 
an hour in the reading^deflc for their arrival j 
but not finding them come, as expefied, I ^Z9 
obliged to begin, and went through the fer« 
vice, not without fome uneaHnefs at finding them 
abfent. This was increafed when all was finifh- 
cd, and no appearance of the family. I tbere^ 
fore walked back by the horfe-way, which Vfz»* 
five miles round, though . the foot- way was but 
two ; and, when got about half way home, perc^K- 
ed the proceifion marching flowly forward towards 
the church ; my fon, my wife,, and the two little 
ones exalted upon one horfe, and my two daugh* 
ters upon the other. I demanded the caufe of 
their delay i but I foon found, by their looks, they 
bad met with a thoufand misfortunes on the, road. 
The horfes had at-firft refufed to move from the 
door, till Mr. Burchell was kind enough to beat 
them forward, for about twa huj^red yards, ^ith 
his cudgel. Next, the ftraps of my wife's pillion 
b^oke down, and they were obliged to (top to re- 
pair them, before they could proceed. After tliat^ 
one of the horfes . took it into his head to (land 
flill ; .and neither blows nor entreaties could pre«> 
vail with him to proceed. It was juft recovering 

from this clifm^l: fituaUon tfaa^ 1 found them y 

but 
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but perceiving every thing fafc, 1 own their pre* 
fent mortification did not much difpleafe me, as 
it might give me many 6pportunities* of future 
triumphjt and teach my daughters more homility*. 



CHAP. XL 

^htf amity fiU rijhlve to hold up their beads*^ 

TMTlcHAEL mas-Eve happening on the neitr 
_ day, we were invited to bum nuts, an* 
play tricks at neighbour Flamborbugh's* Out 
late mortifications had humbled us ^ little, or it 
is probable we might have rejedled fuch an invi* 
tation with contempt : however, we fufFered our* 
fetves to be happy. Our honeft neighbour's goofe 
and dumplings were fine ; and the lambs-wool^, 
even in the opinion of my wife, who was a con- 
noifTeur, was thought excellent. It is^ true, his 
manner of telling 'ftories was not quite fo welK 
They were very long, and very dull,.4nd all about 
liimfelf, and we had laughed at them ten timet 
before : however^ we were kind enough to laugb 
at them once mor^« 

Mr. Burchelt, who was of the party, was a!-» 
ways fend of feeing fome innocent amufement 
going forward, and fet the boys and girls to blind* 
man*is buff. My wife, too, was perfuaded to join 
in the divcrfibn \ and it gav^ me pleafure to think 
that flic was not yet too old* In. the meantime^, 

mi 
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my neigfabdir and I looked on, laughed at every 

feat, rand praifcd our own dexterity when we 

^v^ere young* Hot cockles- facceeded next, quc^ 

ftions and commands followed that ; and, laft of 

all, they fat down to hunt the flipper. As every 

perfon may not be acquainted with this primeval 

pailtme, it liiay be neeeflary te obferve, that the 

company ,~^at this play, plant themfelves in a ring 

tipon the groond, all except one, who ftands in 

the middle, whofe bufinefs it is to catch a (hoe^ 

which the company fliove about under their hams,. 

from one to another, fomething like a weaver's. 

fliuttle. As it is impoffible, in this cafe, for the 

lady who is up to face all the company at once^ 

the great beauty of the play lies in bitting her » 

thump with the heel of the fhoe, on that fide 

lead capable of making a defence. It was in this 

manner that my eldeft daughter was hemmed in» 

and thumped about, all blowzed, in fpirits, and 

bawling for fair play, fair play, with a voice that 

might deafen a ballad-finger ; wbeh, confafion 

on confufion, who ihould enter the room but our 

two great acquaintances from town. Lady Bli^r« 

ney and Mils Carolina Wilelmina Amelia Skeggs I 

Defcription jwould but beggar, therefore i.t is 

unnecefi*ary to defcribe, this new mok*tificatlon» 

Death I to be feen by ladies of fucb high breed* 

ing in fuch vulgar attitudes i Nothing better 

could enfue from fuch a vulgar play of Mr. 

Flamborough's propofing. We. feemed ftri^ck to 

the ground for fomc time, as if aduilly petrified 

with amazements 

the 
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The .two ladies had been at oqr houfe to IcC 
usi and finding us from homei came after us hi* 
ther, as they were uneafy to know what accident 
could have kept us from church the day before. 
Olivia undertook to be our prolocutor, and deli^ 
vered the whole in a fummary way, only faying, 
V We were thrown from ourhorfcs.** At which 
account, the^ladtes were greatly concerned ; hut 
being told the family.received no hurt, they were 
extremely glad : but being informed that we were 
almoft kilied by the fright, they were vaftly forry ; 
but hearing that we had a very good night, they 
were extreme! y glad again. Nothing could exceed 
their complaifance to my daughters } their pro* 
feiGons the laft evening were warm, but now 
they were ardent. They protefted a defire of 
having a more lading acquaintance. Lady Blar- 
ney was particularly attached.. to Olivia) Mifs 
Carolina Wilelmina Amelia Skeggs (I love to 
give the whole name) took a greater, fancy to her 
ilfter. They fupported the converfation between 
themfelves, while my daughters fat filent, admir- 
ing their exalted breeding. But, as every reader, 
however beggarly himfelf, is fond of high-lived 
dialogues, with anecdotes of Lords, Ladies, and 
Knights of the Garter, I muft beg leave to give 
b^m the concluding part of the prefent converfa- 
tion. 

'* All that I know of the mattcri*' cried Mifs 
Skeggs, ^* is this, that it may be true, or it may 
*' not be true ; but this I can aflure your Lady- 
<< (hip, that the whole route was in amaze ; his 

« Lordfliip 
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*^ Lordfhip turned all manner of colours ; my 
M Lady fell into a' fwoon y but Sir Tomkyn^ 
^* drawing his fword, fwore be was hers to the 
" laft drop of his blood." 

*' Wellj" replied our Pcerefs, " this! can fay, 
** that the Dutcheis never told me a fyllable of 
*' the matter } and I believe her Grace would 
^^ keep nothing a fecret from me. But this you 
'* may depend upon as a fa£b, that the next morn- 
^' iiig my Lord Duke cried out three times to 
•** bis valet-de-chambre, Jeriligan, Jemigan, Jer- 
** nigan, bring me my garters." 

But, previoufly, I (hould have mentioned the 
very impolite behaviour of Mr. Burchell, who,' 
daring this difcourfe, (at with his face turned to 
the fire, and,«at the conclufion of every fentence, 
would cry out fudge s an expreffion which difpleaf- 
td us all, and, in fome meafure, damped the riling 
fpirit of the converfation. 

^Befides, :my dear Skeggs," continued our 
Peerefs, '^ there is nothing of this in the copy 
^ of verfes that Dr. Burdock made upon the oc* 
«caGon." 

*< I am furprized at that," cried Mifs Skeggs; 
*^ for he feldom leaves any thing out, as he 
.^^ writes only for his own amufement. But can 
** your Ladyfliip favour me with a fight of 
"them?" 

*• My dear creature," replied our Peerefi, *^ do 

^5 you think I carry fuch things about me? 

•* Though they arc very fine^ to be fure, and I 

^ think myfclf fomething df a judge \ at lead, I 

: / ** know 
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*^ know what pleafea myfclf. Indeed^ I was erer 
^* an admirer ol all Df> Burdock^s. little - pieced | 
** for, except what be does, and our dear Coua- 
^' tels arHanovep*Square, there's nothing comes 
<< out but the moft lowed ftuff in nature $ not a 
^* bit of high Hfe among them.** . 

.<* Tour Ladylbip fhouM except,'^ fays t'other, 
^* your own things in the Lady^s Magazine. I 
^* hope you'll fay there's nothing low-lired there ; 
*< J>ut, I fuppofe we are to have no more from 
*< that quarter/* ** Why, my dear,*' fays the 
JLady, ** you know my reader and companion 
^< has left me, to be married to Captain Iloch ; 
** and, as my poor eyes won't fuffert me to write 
** myfelf, I have been for fome time looking out 
*' for another. A proper perfon i$ no eafy mati^ 
V ter to find ; and, to he fure, thirty pounds a 
*^ year i^ a fmall ftipend for a well-bred girl of 
** chara^er, that can read, write^ and behave in 
f * company ; asr fof the chits about fown, there is 
** no bearing them about one«" 
. « That I know,'* cried Mifs Skeggs, " by ex- 
^< perience : for, of the three companions i had 
<< this laft half year, one of them refufed to do 
'< plain work an hour in the day i another thought 
<< twenty-^ve guines^ a year too fmall a fiilarjr i 
*^ and I was obliged to fend away the third,becaufe 
•' I fufpeded an intrigue with the ctiaplaiil* Vir-- 
<' tue, nvy dear Lady Blarney, virtue is worth any 
*' price } but where is that to be iFound ?*' 

My wife hadibeen ^for a long time all atten* 
tioQ to thi^ difcQUiife | but was particularly flruck 

with 
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^Itli the latter part of it. Thirty pounds and 
twenty-fiYe guineas a year, made fifty-Cx pounds 
^ve (hillings Engliih money ^ all which was, in « 
manner, going a begging, and might eafily be 
fecured in the famiFy. She for a moment ftu« 
4ied my looks for approbation ; and, to pwn % 
truth, I W2& of opinion, that two fuch places 
-would £t our two daughters eiuftly. BefideSt 
if the Squire had any real affe^on for my eldeft 
daughter, this would be the way to make hsr 
every way qualified for her fortune* My wife^ 
therefore, was refolved that we (hould not be de« 
prived of fuch adyantages for want of a£urance i 
and undertook to harangue for the family. *' I 
•* hope," cried 4he, " your Ladyihips will par- 
*' don my prefent prefumptton. It is true, we 
*J have no right to pretend to fuch favours ; but 
^^ yet, it is natural for metowiih putting my 
^< children forward in the world i^ and, I will be 
"^bold to fay, my two girls have had a pretty 
^^ good education, and capacity^ at leaft the coun- 
•* try can't fliow better. They can read, write, 
*' and cafl: accounts ^ they underftand their 
*' needle, breadilitch, crofe and change, and iil 
" manner of plain work j they can pink, point, 
^ and frill i and know fomething of mufick | 
^' they can do up fmall cjothes $ work upon cat** 
^* gut i my eldeft can cut paper y and my youHg- 
** eft has a very pretty manner of telling fortunes 
*< upon the cards.** 

^ When (he had delivered this pretty piece of 
dioquence^ . the tWQ ladies lodbed at each other a 

few 
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few minutes in filence, with an^ir of douHt and 
importance. At laft, Mtis Carolina Wilelmina 
AmeKa Skeggs cond^cended to obferve. That 
the young ladies, froni the opinion fhe could form 
of them, from fo flight an acquaintance, feemed 
Tery fit for fuch employments : ^* But a thing of 
** of this kind. Madam,'' cried fhe, addrefling my 
ipoufe, ^^ requires a thorough examination ihto 
<* characters, and a more perfeA knowledge of 
«< each other. Not, Madam,"' continued (he, 
V that I in the leaft fufpe£l the young ladies yir- 
<< tue, pruddice, and difcretion ; ' but there is a 
^ form in thefe things, Macdam, there is a form." 
My wife approved her fufpictons very mucb, 
obferving, that ihe was very apt to be fufpicious 
herfelf; but referred her to all the Aeighbours 
for a chafa^ler : but this our Peerefs declined as 
nnneqefTary, alleging, that her coufin Thornhill's 
recommendation would be fuficient ; and upon 
this we refted our petition. 



c H A P. xn. 

FdHunefetms refolved to humble the family of Wake* 
' Jield. Mortifcations are often mor^attful than 
rial calamities* 

TXT HEN we were returned home, the night 

^ was dedicated to fchemes of future con- 

queft* Deborah exerted much fagacity in con^ 

jefturing 
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f eftunng which of the two girls was likely to 
iisive the beft place, and moft opportanities of 
feeing gqod company. Ttie only obftacle to our 
preferment^ was in obtaining the Squire's re^ 
commendation y but he had already ihown us 
too many in'ftances of his Iriendflrip, to doubt of 
It now. Even m bed^ my wife kept op the ufual 
theme : ** Weil, faith, my dear Charles, between 
*« bttrfdves, I think we have made an excellent 

« day's work of it." — *^ Pretty welV» cried 

I, not knowing what to fay.--— — •* What ! only ' 
** pretty well ! '* returned (he, ^* I think it is very 
^* well. Suppofe the girls (hottld come to make 
^* acquaintances of tafte in town 1 and this I am 
^< afiured of, that Londpn is the only place in the 
^l world for all manner of hufbands. Befides^ 
** my dear, ftranger things happen every day : 
^^ and, as ladies of quality are fo t^ken with my 
« daughters, what will not men of quality be f 
^* Entre fmus^ I proteft I like my Lady Blarney 
" vaftly ; fo very dbiigirig* However, Mifs Ca- 
*' rolina Wildmina Amdi^ Skeggs has my 
<« warm heart. But yet, when ribey came to 
** talk of places in town, ypu ftw at once how I 
•* nailed them. Tell me, my dear, don't you 
« think I did for my children there ?^—« Ay,'» . 
returned I, not knowing well what to think of 
the matters "Heaven grant they may be both the 
^* better for it this day' three montto f " . This 
was^one of thofe x)bfer\fition8 I ufually made^ to 
imprefs my wife with an opinion of my fagacityi 
for, if the girls fucceeded, then it was a i^ious 
.VoL.L D wiOi 
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wilh fulfilled; but if any thing unfortunate en^ 
fuedy then it^might be looked upon as a prophecf* 
All this converfation, however^ was only prepa- 
ratory to another fcheme ; and, indeed, I dreaded 
as much* This was nothing lefs, than- that, as 
we were now to hold up our heads a little high- 
er in the world, it would be proper to fell the 
cplt^ which was grown old, at a neighbouring 
fair, and buy us an horfe that would carry Cngle 
or double upon an occafion, and make a pretty 
appeacahce at church,^ or upon a iriGt This, at 
firft, I oppofed ftoutly ; but it was as ftoutly de- 
^fended. However, as I weakened, my antagonifl: 
gained ftrengtln till at laft it was refolved to part 
with him, 

As^ the fair happened on the following day, 
I had intentions of going rnyfelf^ but my wife 
perfuaded me, that I had got a cold ; and nothing 
could prevail upon her to permit me from home. 
** No, my dear," faid flie, " our fon Mofes is a 
<' difcreet boy, and can buy and fell to very, good 
^* advantage j you know all our great bargains 
** are of his purchafing* He always ftauds outj^ 
^< and higgles, and actually tires them, till he gets 
** a bargain,'* 

As I had fome opinion of my fon's prudencef 
I was willing enough to entruft him with this 
commiifion $ and the next morning, I perceived 
his fifters mighty bufy in fitting out Moies for 
the fair ; trimming his hair, brufliing his buckles^ 
and cocking his hat with pins. The bufinefs of 
^he toilet being over^ we had at laft the famfac- 

tion 
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tion of feeing him mounted upon the colt, with 
a deal-box before him» to bring home groceries in. 
He had on a coat made of that cloth they call 
Thunder'*and*lightning } which, though grown 
foovfliprt, was much too.good to be thrown away. 
His waiftcoat was of gofling greeny and his fillers 
had tied his hair with a broad black riband. 
We all followed him feveral paces from the door, 
bawling after him, Good luck, good luck, till we 
could fee him no longer. 

He was fcarc^ gone, when Mr; Thornhiirs 
butler camc: to congratulatie us upon. our good 
fortune, faying. That he overheard his yQung ma- 
iler mention our names with great commenda« 
tiohs« 

Good fortiine feemed refolved not to comt 
alone. Another footmsm from the iame family 
followed with, a card (of my daughters, import* 
ing, that the two ladies had received fuch pleaf* 
ing accounts from Mr. Tho;rnhill, of us all, that» 
after a few previous inquiries more, they hoped 
to be perfe£Uy latisfied. " Ay,*' cried my wife, 
<< I now fee it is no leafy matter to get into the 
<< families of the great ; but when one once gets 
^< in, then, as Mofes fays, they may go fleep.'' 
To this piece of humourr ^or ihe intended if for 
wit, my daughters aiTented with a loud laugh of 
pleafure. In fliort, fuch was her fiitisfadion at 
this mcflagc, that fhe a£fcual}y put her hand to 
her poiiket, ai^d gave the xmffenger fevenpence 
halfpenny. 

:^ D2 ; This 
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This wai to ^be our vifiting->day« The next 
that came, wm Mr. Burchell, who had been at 
the fair. He brought my little ones a penny- 
worth of gingerbread eacb^ which my wife under- 
took to keep for them, and gi re them by letters 
at a time. He brought my daughters alfo a ecu- 
jle of boxes, in- which t4iey might keep wafers^ 
fnufF, patches, or even money, when they got it. 
My wife was ufually fond of a w^afel ikin purFe, 
as being the moft lucky j but this by the. by. 
We had Ail! a regard for Mr. Burchell, though 
his late rude behatiour was, in fome meafure^ dif^ 
pleafingi nor could we now avoid communicat- 
ing our happine& to htm, and aiking his advice : 
although. we feldom followed advice, we were all 
ready enough to aik It. .When he read the note 
l«t>m the two ladies, be Ihook his h^d, and ob« 
ferved. That an aiffair of this fort demanded the 
utmoft circumfpeSioh.— — *This air of diffi- 
dence highly difpleafed my wife. ^ I never 
•* doubted. Sir,** ctied (he, ** your readine& to 
^< be againft my daughters and me. You I^ave 
^ more circiHtiQ'e^tion than is wanted. How- 
^ ever, I fiMicy, when we come to afk advice, we 
<< wiH aj^ly td peribns who feem to have made 
^* ufi of it thenrfelves.*'-*-^** Whatever my own 
** condud; may have been. Madam," replied hei 
** is not the prefent queftion ; though, as I have 
*< made no vlfe tof advice myfelf, I ihould, in con« 
V fciencc, give it to 4hofc that will.** As I was 
apprehenfive this anfwer might draw on a repar* 
tee, making up by abtkfc wliat it wanted in wit, I 

changed 
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clunge.d the fubjeOti fcj fecminj to vender vhait 
could keep onf fon fo long at the fair, aa it was 
now almoft night->falL<r-**< Ne?«r mind our fon,*^ 
cried my wife, ^* depend upon it^ he knows 
^^ what he is about. Ill warrant we.*ll never fee 
*' him fell his hen of a rainjr day. I have feen 
f^ him buy'fiich bargains aa would anuuieone. ' 
^< ril tell you a good ftory about that, that will 
^ make you fpUt your fides with laughing.— » 
<' But, as I live, yonder comes Mbfes^ without an 
<^* horfe, and the box at his back.** 

As (be fpoke^ Mofes came flowly on foot» 
dod fweating under the deal^faox, which he had 
ftrapt round his fliouidcr8.-i— -** Welcome, wel- 
<< come, Mofes ; well, my boy, what have you 
•* brought us from the fair ?" — ^^ I have brought 
^' ybii myfelf," cried Mofes, with a fly look, and 
refting the box on the dreflcr.- * * Ay, Mo-^ 
•* fes," cried my wife, ** that we know ; but 
^ where is the borfcP. « I have fold hrm,*^ 
cried Mofes, ^* for three pounds five (hillings and 
** twopence.** " WcH done, my good boy,** re- 
turned flie, *< I knew you would touch them oC 
*< Between oupfelves, three pounds five (hillings 
^ and twopence is no bad day's work* Come; 
<^ let us have it then/' ^] I have brought back no 
** money/' cried Mofes again* <« I have laid it all 
^' out in a bargain ; and here it is/' pulling out 
a bundle from his breaft : *' here they are \ a 
•^ grofs of green fpedades, with filvcr rims and 
** (hagreen cafes." — p-*< A grofs of green fpcc- 
^tacle^l" repeated my wife in % faint voice; 

Dj **And. 
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^^ And you have parted with the colt, and brought 
'* us back nothing but a grofs of green paltry 

•' fpeaacles I" « Dear mother/' cried the 

boy, '* why won't you liften to reafon ? I had 
^^ them a dead bargain, or I ihould not have 
*' bought them. The Giver rims alone will fell 
" for double the money." ** A fig foi^the filver 
•* rims,** cried my wife, in a paiTion : *< I dare 
** fwear they won't fell for above half the mq.- 
** ney at the rate of broken filver, five {hillings 
** an ounce." •* You need be under no uneafi- 
** nefs,'* cried I, " about felling the rims j for, 
*^ I perceive they are only copper vamifhed 
** over.*' " What 4'* cried my wife, "not filver, 
" the rims not filver I** «' No,** cried I, « no 

*' more filver than your fauqe-pan.** ** And 

** fo," returned Ihe, " we have parted with the 
*^ colt, ai^d have only got a grofs of greefi fpec- 
" tacles,.with copper rims and fhagfeen cafes ? 
** A murrain take fuch trumpery. The block- 
** head has been impofed upon, and (hould have 
** known- his company better/* •* There, my 
'* dear," cried I, " you are wrong ; he (hould 
** not have known them at all." ** Marry, bang 
V the idiot," returned (he again, " to bring me 
** fuch ftuiFj if I bad them, I would throw them 
" into the fire." " There agdin you are wrong, 
** my dear," cried. I j " for, though they be cop- 
** per, we will keep them by us, as copper fpeo- 
** tacles, you know, are better than nothing." 
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By this time the unf6rtunate Mofes wad nn* 
deceived. He now faw'that he had indeed been 
jmpofed upon by a prowling (harper, who, ob- - 
iwruig his figure, had marked him for an ea« 
fy prey. I therefore afked the circumftanccs 
of his deception. He fold the horfe, it feems, 
and walked the fair in fearch of another. A 
reverend looking man brought him to a tent, 
under a pretence of having one to fell. '* Here,** 
continued Mofes, ** we met another man, very 
" well drefled, who defired to borrow twenty 
'^ pounds upon thefe, faying, that be wanted 
** money, and would difpofe of them for a third 
" of the value. The firft gentleman, who pre- 
'* tended to be my friend, wKifpered me to buy 
** them, and cautioned 'me not to let fo good an 
" offer pafs. I fent for Mr. Flamborough, and 
*^ they talked him up as finely as they did me ; 
^ and £0, at laft, we were pcrfuaded to buy the 
^ two grofs between us." 



CHAP. Xlil. 



JUr, Burcbill is found to be an enemy ; for be has 
the confidence to give difagreeable advice* 

/^UR family had now made feveral attempts 
^-"^ to be fine j but fome unforefeen difafler 
demolifhed each as foon as projedled. I endea*- 
voured to take the advantage o£. every difap- 

D 4 pointmcnt. 
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pointmenty to improve their good fenfe^ in pro« 
portion as they were fm/lratcd in ^onbition. 
** Tou fee, my children,* cried I, " how little 
•*is to be got by attenipt$ to impoie upon the 
worlds in coping with our betters. Such as 
are poor, and will afibciate themfelvea, witb 
none but the rich, are hated by thofe tibey a« 
void, and. defpifed by thofe tkey foUoiii. I7n<- 
equul con^UnatioRs are always difadvantageou3 
to the weaker fide : the rich having the ple^^- 
•* fure, and the poor the inconveniencies, that 
** refult from them. But come, Dick, my boy,, 
and repeat the fable that you were reading to?* 
day, for the good of the company.'^ 
"Once upon a time," cried the child, "a. 
giant and a dwarf were frien^ds, and kept fo^ 
gether. They made a bargain, that they 
** would never forfake eac:h other, but go feek 
" adventures. The firft battte they fought wa& 
^* with two Saracens ; and ^^^ dwarf, who wad 
^* very courageous, dealt one of the champions a 
^* moft angry blow* It did the Saracen bur ve- 
** ry 'little injury, who, lifting up his fword, 
** fairly (Iruck off the poor dwarf's arm. He 
'* was now in a woful plight : but the giant 
'' coming to his af&ftance, in a (hort time left 
'< the two Saracens dead oh the plain ; and the 
** dwarf cut off the dead man's head, out of fpite. 
** They then travelled on to another adventure :^ 
«* This was againft three bloody-minded fatyrs,' 
** who were carrying away a damfel in diftrefsi^.. 
•* The dwarf was not ^uite fo fierce now as beS 
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•» fore ; but, for all that, ftruck the fir ft blow, 
^ which was returned by another, that knocked 
^ out his eye : but the giant was foon up with 
^ them^vand, had they not fled, would certainly 
♦• have killed thenv every one. They \frere all 
«* very joyful for this Viftory, and the damfel 
*< who was relieved fell in love with the giant^ 
*' and married him. They now travelled far, 
^* and farther than I can tell, till they met with 
<< a company of robbers. The giant, for the firft 
*' tinte, was foremoft now; but the d waif was 
*< not far behind. The battle was AoHt and 
f* long. Wherever the giant came, all fell be- 
•'* fore him ; but the dwarf had like to have been 
f* killed more than once*. M laft, the viflory* 
^* declared for the twa adventurers *, but the 
^ dwarf loft his leg. The dwarf was now with- 
«* out an arm, a leg,, and an^ eye 'y. while the 
•' giant, who was without a.iingle wound^ cried 
^.out to him. Come on^, my little hero ;, this is. 
•* glorious fport :. let us get one viftory more,, 
•^ and then we (hall have honour for ever. No^. 
^ cries the. dwarf,, who was by this time grown^ 
** wifer^, nOy L declare ofF;^ I'll, fight ho more: 
•* for L find,, that, io every battle,, you get all the 
^ honour and rewards, but all the blows fall up«> 
** on mew** *. 

» , 

I was going to moralize thi« fable,, when our 
attention was called oflF to a warm difpute be^ 
tween my wife and Mr. Burthell, upon my daugh-i 
ters intended expedition to town. My wife very 
fii»nuoufly tnfifted i^pon the advantages that 
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would refult from it. Mr. Burchcll, on the cont 
trary, difiuaded her with great ardour^ and 1 
flood neuter. His prcfcnt difiuafions feemed but 
the fecdnd part of thofe which were received with 
fo ill a grace in the morning. The difpute grew 
high, while poor' Deborah, inf^ead of reafoning 
ftronger, talked louder, abd, at lafl, was obliged 
to take ihelter from a defeat, in clamour. The 
conclufion of her harangue, however, was high- 
ly difpleafing to us all : (he knew, fhe faid, of 
fooie who had their own fecret reafons for what 
they advifed $ but,, for her part, (he wifhed fuch 
to (lay away from her houfe, for the future.—* 
'^ Madam,'^ cried Burchell, with looks of great 
compofure, which tended to inflame her the 
more, *' as for fecret reafons, you are right.: I 
** have fecret reafons, which I forbear to men- 
" tion, becaufe you are not able to anfwer thoie 
*^ of which I make no fecret : but I find my Vifits 
^' here are become troubkfome ; I'll take my leave 
*' therefore now, and perhaps come once more^ 
** to take a (inal farewell, when I am quitting, the 
*' country.** Thus faying, he took up his bat ; 
nor could the attempts of Sophia, whofe looks 
-feemed to upbraid his precipitancy, .prievent his 
going. 

When gone, we all regarded each other fof 
fome minutes with confuiion^ My wife, who 
knew herfelf to be the caufe, ftrove to hide her 
concern with a forced fmile, and ah air of afTur*. 
ance, which I was willing to reprove : ** How^ 
" woman," cried I to her, ♦^ is it thus we treat 

^'flrangers? 
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** ftrangers ? is it thus we return their ktndnefs 

•* Be affured, my dear, that thefe were the harfli 

•* eft words, and to me the moft unpleaHng, tha 

.** ever efcaped your lips !" — " Why would' h 

•* provoke me, then?" replied (he ; ** but I kho\ 

*^ the motives of his advice perfe£Hy well. H 

•* would prevent my girls from going to town 

** that he may have the pleafure of my youngcl 

^* daughter's company here at home. But, what 

•* ever happens, (he (hall choofe better compan 

*« than fuch low-livM fellows as he.** " Low 

•* Hv*d, my dear, do you call him ?*' cried I ; " i 

^ is very pofiible we may miftake this man' 

•^ chara^er : for he feems, upon fome occafionj 

«« the moft finiftied gentleman I ever.knew. 

«* Tell me, Sophia, my girl, has he ever given yo 

" any fecret iiiftanccs of his attachment ?'' 

•« His cohverfation with me. Sir," replied m 
daughter, " has ever been fenfiblc, modcft, an 
. <* pleafing ; as to aught clfc, no, . never. Onc< 
<< indeed, ) remember tohaveheard him fay, h 
** never knew a womaikwho could find merit i 
^ a man ^at feemed poor." " Such, my dear^ 
cried I, " is the common cant of all the unfoi 
<« tunate or idle } but I hope you have bee 
«* taught 'to judge properly of fuch men, an 
«< that it would be even madnefs to cxpe£i haj 
«< pinefs from one who has been fo very bad a 
««'ceconomift of his owii. Your mother and 
«< have now better profpeds for you. The nc3 
«« winter, which you will probably fpend in towr 
■ r *.*^wi 
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*^ wHl giTC you opportuiMties of making a mof# 
** prudent choice.** ^ 

What Sopbia'd reflexions were upon this oc« 
cafion, I cannot pretend to determiiie i but I was 
not difpleafed at the bottom^ that we ^ere rid of 
a gueft from whom 1 had much to fear. Our 
breach of hofpitality went to my confcience a lit- 
tle : but I quickly filenced that monitor, by twcor 
three fpecious reafons, which ferYcd to fatisfy an^ 
reconcile me to myfelf. The pain which con* 
fcience gi^es the man who has already done wrongs,, 
is foon got oyer. Confcience is a coward ; and; 
thofe fa\ilts it has not flrength enough to prevent,^ 
it feldom has juftice enough to punifli by accufi*- 
ing. 



CHAP. XIV. 



Fre/b mortjficatwiSf 9r a iemonfiration^ that fientr^ 
ing calamities may be real hlejftngs* 

'T'HE joumeyrof my daughters to toWn w^ 
■*• now refolved upon, Mr. Thornhill having^ 
kindly proniifed to infpe^ their/ condu£fc himfelfj^ 
^d to inform us by letter of their behaviour. Buj 
it was thought indifpenfiblyneceflaryi that their 
appearance fliould equal tbe greatnefs of their exf 
peflationsy which could not be done without foine 
expence. We debated^ therefore, in fuU council^ 
what were the eaflell methods of raifing money» 

or. 
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'9ff more properly fpeaking, vhat w^ eould moA 
eonvenientIy*feH. The deliberation was foon fi» 
nilhed ; it was found» that our remaining horfe 
was utterly ufelefe for the plough, without his 
companion^ and equally unfit for the road, as« 
wanting an eye. It was therefore determined^, 
that W6 ihould difpofe of him^ for the purpofe$> 
aboye-mentioned, at the neighbouring. fair; and^. 
to* prevent impoiition^ that Pfhould go with him 
myfelf. Though this was one of the iirll mer<^ 
cantile tranfa£Hons of my life, yet I had no doubt 
about acquitting myfelf with reputation* The 
opinion a man forms of hia own prudence, it 
meafured by that of the company he keeps : and» 
as mine was moftly in the family way, I had con« 
ceived no unfavourabfe fentiments of my worldly, 
wifdom. My wife, however, next. morning at 
parting, after I had got fome paces from the 
door, called me back, to advife nfe, in a whifper^ 
to have all my eyes about me. 

I had, in the ufual forms, wben I came to 
the fair, put my horfe through all his paces ; but 
for. fome time had no bidders. At laft a chap* 
man approached, and, after he had for a good' 
while examined the horfe round, finding hinv 
blind of one eye, would have nothing to fay to. 
him: a fecond came up,,^but obferving be had 
a fpavin, declared he would not take him for 
the driving home t a third perceived he had a 
windgall, and would bid no money:, a fourth 
knew by his eye that he had the botts :• a* fifths 
0su>xt impertinent than all the reft, wondered 

what 
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what z plague I could do to the fair, with & 
blind, fpaTined, galled hack, that was^ onlffit 
' to be cut up for a dog kennel. Bf this time I be-* 
gan to have a moft hearty contempt for the poor 
animal myfelf, and was almoft aOiamed at the ap- 
proach of every new cuftomer; for^ though I 
did not entirely believe M that the fellow^ told 
me, yet I refle£ked, jthat the number of witneffes 
was a ftfong prefumption they were right ; and 
St. Gregory, Upon good works, profefies himfelf 
to be of the fame opinion. 

I was in this mortifying fituation, when a 
brother clergyman, an old acquaintance, who 
had alfobufinefs to- the fair, came up, and {hak-» 
ing me by the hand, propofed adjourning to a 
publick-houfe, and taking a glafs of whatever we 
could get. I readily clofed with the offer, and 
entering an ale-houfe, we were (hown into a lit- 
tle back room, where there was only a venerable 
old man, who fat wholly intent over, a large 
book, which he was reading. I never, in my 
life, faw a figure that prepofiefied me more fa« 
Tourably. His locks of filver grey venerably 
(haded his temples, and his green old age 
feemed to be the refult of health and benevo« 
lence. However, his prefence did not inter- 
rupt our converfation ;r my friend and I difcourf- 
ed on the various turns of fortune we had met i 
the Whiftonian controverfy, my laft pamphlet, 
the archdeacon's reply, and the hard meafure 
that was dealt Yne. But our attention was in a 
ihort time taken off, by the appearance of a yoiith, 
; . . whO| 
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^lio, entering the room, refpcai!my"ftid ibme- 
thing foftly to the old dranger. " Make no a- 
** pologieSy my child,'* faid the old man ; *• to 
** do good is a duty we owe to all our fellow - 
•* creatures : take this, I wifli it were more ; but 
** five pounds will relieve your diftrefs, and yoii 
*« are welcome." The modeft youth (lied teaA 
of gratitude, and yet his gratitude was fdiarce 
equal to mine. I could have hugged the rgood 
old man in my arms, his benevolence pleafed me 
fo. He continued to read, and we refumed our 
converfation, until my companion, softer fome 
-time, recollecting that he had bufinefs to tranfad 
in the fair, promifed to be fbon back, adding, that 
he always defired to have as much of Dr. Prim« 
rofe's company as poffible. The old gentleman, 
hearing my name mentioned, feemed to look at 
me with attention, and, when my friend was gone, 
mod reipeflfully demanded, if I was any way re- 
lated to the great Primrofe, that courageous mo- 
nogamifl, who had been the bulwark pf the 
church. Never did my heart feel finccrer rap- 
ture than at that moment. •* Sir," cried I, " the 
** applaufe of fo good a man, as I ami fure you 
** are, adds to that happinefs in my brcaft, which 
** your benevolence has already excited. You 
** behold before you, Sirj that Dr. Primrofe, the 
•* monogamift, whom you have been pleafed to 
•* call great. Tou here fee that unfortunate di- 
** vine, who has fo long, and it would^ill bc- 
•* come me to fay, fucccfsfully, fought again ft 
** the deuterogamy of the age," " Sir," cried 
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the ftranger^ ftruck with aw'e, ** J fear I have beeif 
** too familiar ; but you*ll forgive my curiofity,. 
*« Sir : I beg pardon/* " Sir/' cried I^ grafping 
his handy.'*' you are fo far from difpleafing me 
••* by your familiarityy -that I muft beg you*ll. 
" accept my friendfhip, as you already have aH 
** my eftcem.'*- — ** Then with gratitude I accept 
*' the ofFer/^ cried he^ fqueezing. me by the hand, 
*' thou glorious pillar of unfhaken orthodoxy ; 
** and do I behold"— <I here interrupted whac 
he was going to fay ; for though, as^-an author,.. 
I could digeft no fmall Ihare of flattery, yel^. 
now my modefty would permit no more^ How^ 
ever, no lovers in romance ever cemented ai 
more inftantaneous friendfliip. We talked upon > 
tqveral fubje£ts : at firft I thought he feemed ra- 
ther devout than learned, and beganr to think he 
defpifed all human do£trine8 as dix>& ' Yet this^ 
no way leflened him in my efteem; fbf I had, 
for fome time, begun privately to harbour fuch 
an opinion myfelf. I therefore took occafion to 
obferve, that the world,, in general, begaii to be 
blameably indifferent as to do£krinal matters, 
and followed human fpeculationa too much* 
•* Ay, Sir,** replied he,, as if he had seferved^all 
his learning to that moment, ** Ay, Sir, the 
«* world is in its dotage, and yet. the cofmogony: 
^* or creation of the world hds puzzled philofopbers 
" of all ages. What a medley of opinions- hav€ 
•*they not broached upon the creation' of the 
^ world ?. Sanconiathon, Manetho, Berofu^, and 
^ Ocellus Lucanus, have allattempted it invain^. 

"The 
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*^ The latter has thefe words, Anarchm ara hm 
^^ atelutaion to fam^ vhicb imply^ that all things 
^* have neither beginning nor end* Manetho 
^* alfo, who lived about the time of Nebucbadon* 
*' Afler, Aflcr being a Syriac word ufually ap* 
*' plied as a/urname to the kings of that coun« 
«« try, as Tcglat Phacl-Affcr, Nabon.Afler, he, I 
^* fay, formed a conjecture equally abfurd \ for, a& 
^^ we ufually fay, ek to hiifJion kubermtes, which im- 
*^ plies that books will never teach the world ; fa 
<* he attempted to invefligate-<*-Buc, Sir, I ait 
** pardon, I am ftjraying from the queftion.*'-— ^-^ 
That he a&ually was ; nor could I, for my lifej^ . 
lee hpw the creation, of the werld had any thing 
to do with the bufinefs I was talking pf y but it 
was fufficient to fhbw m^ that h,e^ was a man of 
letters, and I i^ow reverenced him the more. I 
was refolved, therefore, to bring him to the-touch* 
done ^ but be was too mild,, and too gentle ta 
contend for vi^iory. Whenever I made any ob« 
fervs^tion that looked like a challenge to con« . 
troverfy, he would fmUe, fliake his head, and 
iay nothing } by which I imderfiood he could, 
fay much, if be thought proper.. The fubje£t,, 
therefore, infenfibly changed from the l^ufinefs of 
antiquity, to that which brought us both to the 
fair : ^ine, I told him, was to £^11 an horfe ; and,, , 
very luckily indeed, hijs was to buy one for one. 
of bis tenants. My borfe was foon produced,, . 
and in fine we (truck a bargain. Nothing now 
lemained but to pay me, and he accordingly 
pulled out, a thirty pound UOtCj^ and bid me change 

it*. 
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it. Not being in a capacity of complying with 
his demand, be ordered the landlady to call up 
bis footmaui who made his appearance in a very 
genteel Hfery. " Here, Abraham,'* cried he, 
•* go and get gold for this j you'll do it at 
** neighbour JacUbn's, or any where.** While 
the fellow was gone, he entertained me with a 
fAthetick harangue on the great fcarcity of Giver, 
wbich I undertook to improve, by deploring alfo 
the great fcarcity of gold ; and, by the time A- 
braham returned, we had both agreed, that mo- 
ney was never fo hard to be come at as now. 
Abraham returned to inform us, that he had 
been over the whole fair, and (iould .not get 
change, though he had offered half a crown for 
doing it. This was a very great difappointment 
to us all ; but the old gentleman having paufed 
a little, alked me, if I knew one Solomon Flam- 
borough in my part of the country? upon re- 
plying, that he was my next door neighbour, ** If 
** that be the cafe, then," returned he, " I be- 
'^ lieve we (hall deal. You (hall have a draught 
'* upon him, payable at fight; and let me tell you, 
^^ he is. as warm a man as any within five miles 
^' round him. Honeft. Solomon and I have been 
•* acquainted for many years together. I re- 
''member I always beat him at three jumps; 
" but he could hop upon one leg farther than 
** L" A draught upon my neighbour was to me 
the fame as money ; for I was fufiiciently con- 
vinced of his ability : the draught was figned, 
and put into my handS| and Mr. Jenkinfon, th^ 

old. 
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old gentlemaa, his man Abrahaniy and my borie 
old Blackberry, trotted off, very well pleafed with 
each other* 

* Being now left to refle£lion, I began to recoU 
le£l that I had done wrong, in taking a draught 
from a flranger, and fb prudently refolved upon 
having back my horfe, and following, the pur« 
chafer. Bat this was now too late : I therefore 
made diredlly homewards, refolving to get the 
draught changed into money at my friend's, as 
faft as pbifible. I found my honeft neighbour 
fmoking his pipe at his own door, and informing 
him that I had a fniail bill upon him, he read it 
twice OFer. ** You can read the name, I fup^ 
•* pofe,*' cried I, «« Ephraim Jenkinfon ?** « Yes,'* 
returned he, ^ the name is written plain enough, 
'* and I know the gentleman too, the greateft 
** rafcal under the cajiopy of heaven. This is 
** the very fame rogue who fold us the fpec« 
<^ tacles. Was he not a venerable looking man> 
<* with grey hair, and no flaps to his pocket** 
'* holes ? And did he not talk a long firing of 
*< learning, about Greek, and cofmogony, and the 
*' world ?'* To this I replied with a groan.— 
** Ay," continued he, f* he has but that one piece 
'* of learning in the world, and be always talks it 
** away, whenever he finds a fcholar in company : 
** but I know the rogue, and will catqh him yet.'* 

Though I was already fufEciently mortified, 
my greateft ftruggle was to come, in facing my 
wife and daughters. No truant was ever more 
afraid of returning to fchoolj there to behold the 

maftcr's 
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maftePs fweet vt£ige» than I was of going home. 
I was deterDiiiied> however» to s^iticipate their 
furji by firft falling into a paflfion my&lf. 

But, alas ! opon entering) I found the familjr 
no way difpofed for battle* My wife and girls 
were all in tears, Mr. ThomhiU having been there 
that day, to inform tbenni^ that their journey to> 
town was entirely over : The two ladies, hav* 
ing heard reports of us from fome malicioua per^^ 
fon about ns, were that day fet out for London. 
He could neither difcofer the tendency, nor the 
author of tbefe ; but, whatever they might be, or 
whoever might have broached them, he contiilued 
to affhre our family of bis friend(hi]^and proiec-^ 
tion* I found, therefore, that they bore my dif- 
appointment with great refignation, as it was e*^ 
dipfed in the greatnefs of their own. But what 
perplexed us mofl;, was, to think who could be fa 
bafe as to afperfe tbe cbarafler of a. family fo 
barmlefs as ours, toa humble to excite envy, and 
too inoffen&ve to create difguft. 



CHAP. XV. 

Alt Mr. BurchelPs villany at onct deteSci. Tbf 
V follj of bang over wife. 

nPH AT evening, and a psu-t of the following 

day, was employed in fruitlefs attempts 

to difcov.er our enemies \ fcarce a family in the 

neighbourhood^ 
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HeSghbourhood, but incurred our fufpieions, and 
«ach of us bad reafons for our opinion^ bcft 
known to ourfelves. As we were iH this per- 
plexity, one of our little boys, who had been play^ 
ing abromi, bfoaght in a ]etrer*cafe, which he 
found on the green. Ir wm quickly known to 
belong to Mr. Burcbell, with whom it bad been 
feen, ' and, upon examination, contained f<ltne 
faints upon different fubje£^ ; but what particu* 
larly engaged our atteiitio»i, was, a fealed note, 
fuperfcribcd, Tbe ^opy cf a Iftier io he fent to the 
tnvo ladies at Tborni^ cq/Ue. It inftantly oc« 
curred that he was the bafe informer, and we de* 
liberated whether tire note ihould not be broke 
«pen. I fras againft it ; but Sophia, who faid ihe 
was fuf€, that of all men he would be the laft to 
be guilty of fo much bafenefs, infifted upon its 
being read. In this &e was feconded by the reft 
«f the family, and, at tfaeir joiat folicitationy I 
read as follows^ 

« Ladies, 

'* The bearer will fufiicicntly fatisfy you z^ 
to tbe perfon ftom whom this comes 5 one^ 
at lead the friend of .innocence, a^d ready to 
prevent its being feduced. I am informed, for a 
truths that you have fome intentions of brjnging 
two young ladies to town, whom I have fom^ 
knowledge of, under the chara^er of compani- 
ons. As 1 would neither have JSmplicity im- 
jpofed upon, nor virt^e contanunated^ I muft ,of«* 

fer 
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fer'it as my opinion, that the impropriety of fttcfi 
a ftep. will be attended with dangerous confe^uen- 
ces. It has never been my way to treat the infa- 
mous or the lewd with feyerity ; nor (hould J now 
have taken this method of explaining myfelf, or 
reproving folly, did it not aim at guilu Take 
therefore the admomticm of a friend^ and feriouf- 
ly refle£k on the confequences of introducing in- 
famy and vice into retreads where peace and in« 
nocence have hitherto refided." 

Our doubts were now at an end. There feem- 
ed indeed fqmething applicable to both fides in 
this letter, and its cenfures might as well be re* 
ferred to thofe to whom it was written, as to us; 
but the malicious meaning was obvious, and .we 
went no farther. My wife had fcairce patience to 
hear me to the end, but railed at the writer with 
uHireftrained re&ntment** Olivia was equally fe- 
vere; and Sophia feemed perfe£tly amazed at this 
bafenefs. - As for my part, it appeared to me 
one of the vileft inftances of unprovoked ingra- 
titude I had met with.. Noc could I account for 
It in any other manner, than by imputing it to 
his de(ire of detaining ray youngeft daughter in 
^he country, to have the more frequent opportu- 
nities of an interview. In this manner we all 
fat ruminating uponfchemes of vengeance, when 
bur other little boy came running in to tell us 
Ihat Mr. Biirchell was approaching at the o- 
iher end of the field. It is eafier ^o conceive 
than defcribe, the ^complicated fbnfations which 

are 
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ftre felt from the pain of a recent injury^ and the 
pleafure of approaching revenge. Though our 
intentions were only to upbraid him with his in^- 
gratitude, yet it was refolved to do it in a man* 
ner that would be perfectly cutting. For this 
purpofey we agreed to meet him with -our ufiial 
fmiles^ to chat in the beginning with more than 
ordinary kindnefs, to amufe him a little; but 
then, in the midft of the flattering calm, to burft 
upon him like an earthquake, and overwhelm him 
with th^ fenfe of his own bafenefs. This being 
refolved upon, my. wife undertook to manage the 
bufinefs herfelf, as (he really had feme talents for 
fuch an undertaking. We Taw him approach ; he 
entered, drew a chair, and fat down. — ^^— •* A 
** fine day, Mr. Burchell.*-— ** A very fine day, 
** Doctor ; though I fancy wcihaU have fome rain, 

** by the (hooting of my corns." ** The (hoot« 

V ing of your horns," cried my wffe, in a loud 
fit of laughter, and then a(ked pardon for being 
fond of a joke.--— ^" Dear. Madam/' replied he, 
** I pardon you with all my heart} for I proteft 
<< I (houM not have thought it a joke till 70a 
** told me." — r*-*^ Perhaps riot. Sir,'' critd my 
Dirife, winking at us, *' and yet I dare fay you can 
** tell ys how many jokes go to an ounce.**-—— 
** I fancy. Madam," returned Burchell, ** you 
'' have been reading a jeft book * this morning, 
<< that ounce of jokes is fo very good a conceit ; 
V and yet, Mada^pii, I had rather fee half an ounce 
** of undeariUndhig.''-— ** I believe you might,** 
cried my wife, (till fmiling at us, though the 
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laugh was againft ber ; <* and yet I have feefi 
« fome men pretend to underftanding that haV'C 
•* very Httlc."- — «« And, no doubt,*' replied hef 
antagonift, ^ you hihre known ladies fet up for 
^ wit that had none."— I quickly began to find 
that my wife was likely to gain but little at this 
bufinefs; fo I refolved to treat him in a ftyle of 
more fcverity myfelf. •* Both wit and under- 
** (landing," cried Ij ** are trifles, without inte- 
** grity : it is that which gives value to every 
♦* charader. The ignotant peafairt^ without 
*' fault, i«; greater than the philofophef with ma- 
** ny ; for what is g^njus or courage without an 
^ heart! An ^honeft than is the noUe/f wort of 

*< I always held that favourite maxim of Pope,** 
returned Mr. Burchell, *♦ as very un%vortfay 
^ a man of genius, and a bafe defertion of his 
'<< own fuperiority. As the reputation of book^ 
*< is raifed, sot by their freedom from defef^, but 
^< die greatne&.of their beauties } fo fliould tKac 
^ of men be prized, not for their exemption 
♦< from fault, but the fite of thofe virtues they 
•* arc poflTeiTed of. The fcholar may want pru« 
^* dence, the Ratefman may have pride, »id 
<< the champicm ferocity ; but fliall w€ prefer to 
<< thefe men the low mechanick, who laboriouf-* 
*' ly plods on through life, without cenfure or 
^ applaufe ? We might as well prefer the tame 
<< Gorre& paintings of the-Flemiih fchool, to the 
<^< erroneous, but fulQime animations of the Ro* 
" man pcncit'* 

" . ' rSir,« 
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^ Sir,** replied I, " your prefcnt obferTatiort 
•* is jud, when there are {hining virtues and mi- 
•* nute defe£ts ; but when it appears, that great 
** vices are oppofed in the fame mind to as extra- 
*• ordinary virtues, fucb a charader deferves con- 
«* tempt." 

«« Perhaps,^ cried he, " there may be fomc 
^* fuch monfters as you defcribe, of great vices 
joined to great virtues j yet, in my progrefs 
through life, I never yet found one inftance of 
•• their cxiftence : on the contrary, I have ever 
^ perceived, that, where the mind was capacious, 
<' the affe£tions were good. And, indeed. Pro* 
^' vidence feems kindly our friend in this parti- 
'* cular, thus to debilitate the underftanding^ 
^^ where the heart is corrupt, and diminilh the 
** power, where there is the will to do mifchief* 
<* This rule feems to extend even 10 other uni- 
<' mals : the little vermin race are ever treacher- 
<< ous, cruel, and cowardly \ whilft thofe endowi- 
^* edirith Ibength and power, are generous, brave^ 
^ and gentle." 

** Tbefe obfervattons found well," returned I{ 
^< and yet, it would be eafy this moment to point 
^ out a man," and I fixed my eye iledfaftly upoa 
him, " whofe head and heart form a moft de- 
«< teftable contraft.^ " Ay, Sir," continued I, 
raifing my voice, *' and I am glad to have this op- 
^ portunity of deteding him in the midft of his 
^< fancied fecurity.' Do you know tb's. Sir, thia 
•« pocket-book ?" — -" Yes, Sir," returned he, 
with a face of impenetrable a^orance, '^ that 
Vot.I. E r pocket- 
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*^ pocket-book is mine; and I am glad jou have 
«* found it.*'— **•*• And do you know,'* cried 
I, «• this letter ?" Nay, never falter, man ; but 
*< look me full in the face: I (ay, do you kno^ 

" this letter ?"- -" That letter," returned 

he*} ** yes} it was I that wrote that letter.'* 
** And how could you,** faid I, " fo bafcly, fo 
** ungratefully, prefume to write this letter ?"— 
'' And how came you,'* replied he, with looks 
o( unparalleled effrontery, *^ fo bafely to prefume 
<< to break qpen this letter i Don't you know, 
'< now, I could hang you all for this i All that 
^< I have to. do, is to fwear at the next juftioe's, 
<< that you have been guilty of breaking open the 
<^ lock of my pocket-book, and fo hang you all up 
<< at his door.**. This piece of unexpe^ed info* 
Lence raifed me to fuch a pitch, that I could 
fcarce govern my paf&on. '^ Ungrateful wretch, 
*' be gone, and tu> longer pollute my dwelling 
*' with thy bafenefs* Be gone, and never let me 
^< fee thee again ; go from my doors; and the 
'^ only punifhment I wifli thee, is an alarmed 
** confcietice, which will be a fufficient tormen- 
^' tor !" Hq faying, I threw him his pocket-book^ 
which hp took up with a fmile^^ and, {hutting the 
daips witli (beutmoftcompofure, left us, qiiite 
s^fto^iihed at the ferenity of bis aflurance. My 
v<ife was particularly enraged, that nothing could 
mak^ him angry, or make him feem afhamed o£ 
bis yillanies^ ** My dear,'* cried I, willing ta 
<;al(n thofe paffions that had been raifed too high 
among U9a *Vwe are not to be furprifed that bad 

** inea 
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^ men want Ihame ; they only blufh at being 
*< dete&ed in doing goo^, but glory in their 
« vices." 

** Guilt and Shame, ftya the allegory, were at 

*' firft companions, and, in the beginning of their 

** journey, infeparabiy kept together. But their 

^^ union w^ ibon found to be difagreeabte, and 

** inconvenient to both : Guilt gave Shame fre«- 

^< qiient uneafinefs ; and Shame often betrayed 

^* the fecret confpiracies of Gnilt. After long 

** difagreement, therefore, they at length con- 

** fented to part for ever. Guilt boldly walked 

<< forward alone, to overtake Fate that went b^ 

^^ fore, in the (hape of an Executioner : but 

*^ Shame bdng naturally timorous, returned back 

\ " to keep company with Virtue, which, in the 

*• beginning of their joumcy, they had left bc- 

*• hind. Thus, my children, after men have t^a- 

** veiled through a . few ftagesin vice, they no 

^* longer continue to have ihame at doing evil, 

^< and (hame attends only upon their virtues/* 



CHAP. XVL 

Thijami/yufeart, vjliichiseppofidwith^illgriaUtw. 

TJCITHaTevek mi|^t have been Sophia's ftsn*; 

^ ^ fttions, the reft of the family was eafi-» 

ly confoled for Mr. Qurcbetl's abftncey by thCr 

company of our landlord, wfaoie tifittf sow be«% 

£ % came 
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came more frequent, and longer. Thongli he 
bad been difappointed in procuring my daughters 
the amufements of the town, as he defigned, he 
took every opportunity of fupplying them with 
tbote little recreations which our retirement 
woh14 admit of. He ufually came in the morn* 
ing ; ^nd while my fon and I followed our occu- 
pations abroad, he fat with the family at bome^ 
and amufed them, by defcribing the town, with 
every part of which he was particularly acquaint- 
ed* He could repeat all the obfervations that 
were retailed in the atmofphere of the play* 
houfes ; and had all the good things of tbe high 
wits by rote, long before they made way into the 
jeft-books. The intervals between cohverfation 
were employed in teaching my daughters piquet, 
or fometimes in fetting my twt> little ones to box, 
to make them Jlforpf as he called it : but the hopes 
of having him for a fon-in-law, Jn fome meafure 
blinded us to all his defers. It muft be own- 
ed, that my wife laid a thoufand fchemes to en- 
trap him, or, to fpeak it more tenderly, ufed e- 
very art, to magnify the merit of her daughter. 
If the cakes at tea eat (hort and crifp, they were 
made by Olivia ; if the goofeberry wine was well 
knit, tbe goofcbcrries were of her gathering 5 it 
was her &igers gave the pickles their peculiar 
ffeen ; and, in the compoCtion of a puddings her 
nidgment was infallible. Then the poor wo- 
man would fometimes tell the Squire, that flie 
tihottght him and Olivia extremely like each o» 
Aerj and would bid both ftand up, to fee which 

was 
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-was tailed. Thefe inftances of cunning) which 
fhe thought impenetrable, yet which every body 
iaw through, were very pleaGng to our benefac- 
tor, who ^ave every day fome new proofs of his 
paffion^ which, though they had not arifen to 
propofals of marriage, yet, we thought, fell but 
little fhort of it ; and bis flownds was attributed 
Sometimes- to native baflifulnefs, andfometimesto 
his fear of oflFending a rich unde. An occur- 
rence, however^ which happened foon after, put 
it beyond a doubt, that he defigned to become one 
of the family ; my wife even regarded it as an ab- 
folttte promife. 

My wife and daughters happening to return 
a vifit to neighbour Flamborough's, found that 
family had lately got their pi£^ures drawn by a 
limner, who travelled the country, and did them 
for fifteen ihillings a head. As this family and 
ours had long a fort of rivalry in point of tafte, 
our fpirit took the alarm at this ilolen march up- 
on us ; and, notwithftanding all I could fay, (and 
I faid much), it was refolved that we (hould have 
our pi£kures done too. Having, therefore; en- 
gaged the limner, for what could I do ? our next 
deliberation was, to &ow the fuperiority of our 
tafte, in the attitudes. As for our neighbour's 
family, there were feven of them, and they were 
drawn with feven oranges ; a thing quite out of 
^tafte, no variety in life, no compofition in the 
EWorld. We dcfircd to have fomething done in 
a brighter ftyle } and, after many debates, at 
length came to an unanimous rcfolution ' to be 

E 3 drawtt 
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drawn togetheri in one large hiftorical (zmily^ 
piece. This would be cheaper, fince one irstmc 
wauld ferve for all ; and it would be infinitely nrsore 
genteel ^ for all families of any tafte. were noiv* 
drawn in the fame manner. As we did not im'^ 
mediately recoUeCl an hiftorical fubjefi to hit izs, 
we were contented each with being drawn as in-^ 
dependent hiftorical figures. My wife defired U> 
be reprefented as Venus, with a ftomacher rich« 
ly fet with diamond»> and htr two little ones as; 
Cupids by her fide, while I, in my gown and 
band, was to prefent her with my books on the 
Bangorean controverfy. Oliyia would be drawn 
as an Amazon, fitting upon a bank of lowers, * 
drefied in a green jofeph, laced with gold, and » 
whip in her hand^ Sophia was to be a fhep*^ 
herdefs> with as many flieep'as the painter could 
fpare ; and Mofes was to be drefied out with an. 
hat and white feather. Our tafte, fo mucbpfeafr 
ed the Squire, that he infifted on being put in as 
one of the family, in the chara£ier of Alexan* 
der the Great, at Olivia's feet. This was confi- 
dered by us all, ^ an indication of his defire to 
be introduced into the family in reality; nor 
could we rcfufe his requeft. The painter was^ 
therefore, fet to work ; and, as he wrought with 
afiiduity and expedition, in lefs than four days 
the whole was completed. The piece was large 5 
and, it muft be owned, he did not fpare his cq- 
lours; for which, my wife gave him great enco- 
miums. We were all perfeftly fatisfied with hii 
^performance 9 but an uafoctunaite Qircumftance 
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had not occurred till tfie pi£birc was finifhed, 
which now (Iruck us with difmay. It was fo 
very large, that we had no place in the houfe to 
fix it. How we all came to disregard fa mate- 
rial a pointy is inconceivable; but certain it is, we 
mrere at this tim^ all greatly overfecn. Inftead, 
therefore,' of gratifying our vanity, as we hoped, 
there it leaned, in a moft mortifying manner, a- 
gainft the kitchen-wail, where the canvas was 
ftretched and painted, much too large to be got 
through any of the doors, aiid the jefl of all our 
neighbours. One compared it to Robinfon Cru- 
foe's long-boat, too large to be removed i another 
thought it more refemUed a reel in a bottle } fome 
wondered bow it (hould1>e got out, and dill more 
were amazed how it ever got in. 

But, though it excited the ridicule of fome, 
it eflFe£tually raifed more ill-natured fugg$:fiions 
in many. T|)e Squire's portrait being found u- 
•nited with ours, was an honour too great to e-^ 
£cape envy. Malicious wbifpers began to circu- 
late at our expence, and our tranquillity con- 
tinually to be difturbed byperfons who came as 
friends, to tell us what was faid of us by e- 
xiemiestf Thefe reports we always refented with 
becoming fpirit i but fcandal ever improves by 
oppofition. We again, therefore, entered into a 
confultation upon obviating the malice of our 
enemies, and at laft came to a refolution, which 
had too much cunning to give me entire fatisfac* 
tion* It was this : as our principal obje£t was 
to difcover the honour of Mr. Tbornhill's addref- 

E 4 f<^«> 
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(t9t my y^ifc undertook to found him, by pre* 
tending to ^fk his adTicc in the choice of an huf* 
band for her eldeft daughter. If this was not 
found fttfficient to induce him to a dcclaratiooy 
it was then fixed iipon to terrify htm with ariva^ 
which it was thought would compel him, though 
never fo refraflory. To this laft ftep, however^ I 
would by no means give my confent, till Olivia 
gave me the moft folemn afiurances^ that ihe 
would marry the perfon provided to rival him up- 
on this occafion, if Mr. Thomhill did not prevent 
it, by taking her himfelf. Such was the fchemc 
laid, which though 1 did not ^ftrenuoufly oppofe, 
I did not entirely approve. 

The next time, therefore, that Mrr Thomhill 
came to fee us, my girls took care to be out of 
the way, in order to give their mamma an op- 
portunity of putting her fcbeme in execution ; 
but they only retired to the ncx^ room, from 
whence they could overhear the whole converfa- 
tion : which my wife artfully introduced, b| oh- 
ferving, that one of the Mifs Flamboroughs wat 
like to have a very good match of it in Mr. Span« 
- ker. To this the fquire aflenting, (he proceed- . 
ed to remark, that they who had warm fortunes 
were always fure of getting good huibands:. 
" But Heaven help,** continued (he, "the girls 
"that have none. , What fignifies beauty, Mr. 
" Thomhill ? or what fignifies all the virtue, and 
<^ all the qualifications in the world, in this age 
^ of fclf-intereft ? It is not, what is (he ? but, what 

" has (he ? is all the cry.** 

« Madam,** 
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^ Madam,** returned he, " I highly approve 
*• the juftice as well as the novelty of your rc- 
** marks -, and if I were a king it (hould beoth€r-. 
•* wife. It would then, indeed, be fine times 
** with the girls without fortunes : our two young 
*^ ladies fhould be the firft for whom I would 
** provide/' 

•* Ah, SirP* returned my wife, " you are 
•* pleafed to be facetious ; . but I wi(h I were » 
*« queen, and then I know where they (hould look 
*^ ioT an hufband. But now that you have put 
♦* it into my head, feriouHy, Mr. Thornhill, can't 
•^ you recommend me a proper huiband for my 

eldeft girl ? She is now nineteen years old;. 

well grown, and well educated, and, in mj 
^ humble opinion, does not want for parts.'' 

*« Madam/' replied he, " if I were to choofe^, 
^f I would find out a perfon pofiefled of every^ 
" accomplifliment ihat cart make an^angel happy. 
" One witKprudence,. fortune, tafljc and fincerity ;. 
" fuch. Madam, would be^ in my opinion, the 
" proper hufband." *^Ay, Sir^T (aid (he, "but 

** do you know of any fuch perfon ?" •< No 

«« Madam," returned he, *« it is impoffible to. 
'< know any perfon that deferves to be her hufv 
«« band t Ihe'a too great a treafure for one man's 
"poffeiEon: flie's a goddeis. Upon ray foul 
««Ifpeak what I think, flie's an angeh**— --^ 
«• Ah, Mr. Thornhill, you only flatter my poor 
•* girl : But we have been tiiinking of marrying, 
".her to one of your tenants, whole mother is. 
*fUtefy|ead, and who wante a^ manager : you* 
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^« know whom I mean, farmer Wrllitfms ; a watm 
" man, Mr. Thornh ill,, able togive her good bread ^ 
ay, and who has feveral times made her pro-^ 
pofals, (which was aftaally the cafe): but 
" Sir," concluded fhe, « I ikould be ghd ta 

** have your approbation o£ our choice P* 

« How, Madam," replied he, " my approba- 
" tion ! * My approbation of fuch a choice f Nc- 
** ver. What ! Sacrifice fo^ much beaiity, and 
*• fenfe, and goodnefs, to a creature infeiifible of 
**thebleffing! E^ufeme, lean nefcr approve 
" of fuch a piece of injuftice { And I have my 
" reafons !"— .« Indeed, Sir,^ cried Deborah,, 
** if you have your reafons, that^s aflother affair; 
** but I (hould be glad to know thofe reafons/^ 
•* Excufe me. Madam,** returned he, «* they ly 
** too deep for difcoverj, (laying his band upon 
♦* hisT)ofom): they remain buried, rhretted here/*. 
After he was gbne, upon general confliltation, 
we could not tell what to make of thefe fine 
fentiments. Olivia confidered them as inftanceft 
^f the moft exalted pafliop, but I was not quite 
fo fanguine : it feem^ to me pretty plain, that 
they had more of love than matrimony in them : 
yet, whatever they might portend, it was refblved 
to profecute the fcheme of farmer Williams, who; 
iince my daughter's firft appearance in the couii^ 
try, had paid her bis addrefies. 
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CHAP. XVII. • 

V 

Scarce any virtue found is rtjijt the power of long 

andpleafing temptation. 

AS I only ftudicd my child's real happincfs,, 
•*^ the aflUuity of Mr. Williams pleafcd mc, 
as he was in eafy circumftances, prudent, and 
Gncere. It required but very little encourage- 
ment to revive his former pafllon; fo that in an 
evening or two after, he and Mr. Thornhill met 
at our hpufe, and furveyed each other for fome 
time with looks of anger : but Williams owed 
his landlord no rent,, and little regarded his in* 
dignation. Olivia, on her fide, a£ted the co- 
quet to perfedion, if that might be called ading^ 
^hich was her real charafter, pretending to la-» 
viih all her tenderne& on her new lover. Mrv 
Thornhill appeared quite dejed^d at this pre-- 
ference, and with a penfive air took leave; though^ 
2 own it puzzled me to find him fo much in paia 
as he appeared to be, when he had it in hi^ power 
ic^ eafily to remove the caufe, by declaring an ho- 
nourable paffion. But whatever uneafinefs he 
feemed to endui«, it could eafily be perceived that 
Olivia'iB anguifli was ftill greaten After any o£ 
thofe interviews between her lovers, of whichr 
there were feveral, (he ufually retired to folitude,, 
and there indulged ber grief. It was in fuch a 
-fitUBtion I found her one evening, after (he had! 
i>een for fome time fupporting a fiditious gaiety«. 
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" You now fee, my child," faid I,*** that your 
** confidence in Mr. Thornhill'd paflion was all 
** a dream : he permits the rivalry of another^ 
*' every way hi$ inferior, though he know& it 
** lies in his power to fecure you, by a candid de« 
** claration himfelf/' " Yes, Papa,** return- 
ed (he, ** but he has his reifons for this delay: 
'* I know he has. The fincerity of bis looks and 
*' words convinces me of his real efteem* A 
** Ihort time, I hope, will difcover the generofit]^ 
Vf of his fentiments, and convince you^ that my 
*' opinion of him has been more juft than yours/' 
«' Olivia, my darling,'* returned J, ** every fcheme 
<< that has been hitherto purfued, to compel him 
'* to a declaration, has been propofed and plan« 
*^ ned by yourfclf } nor can you in the leaft faj 
^' that I have conftrained you» But you muft 
** not fuppofe, my dear, that I wiH be ever in* 
^* {Irumental in fufFering his honeft rival to be 
<* the dupe of your ill-placed paiGon. Whatever 
** time you require to bring your fancied admi» 
^^ rer to an explanation, (hall be granted ; butt 
*^ at the expiration of that term, if he is ftill re« 
'^ gardlefs, I muft abfolutely infift, that honeft 
<< Mr. Williams (hall be rewarded for his fideli* 
<* ty. The chara£ter which I have hitherto fup« 
^* ported in life, demands this from me \ and my 
<< tendernefs as a parent, (hall never influence my 
.<< integrity as a man. Name then your day } let 
*^ it be as diftant as you think proper ; and, in 
<< the meantime, take care to let Mr. Tbomhill 
M know the tx»Gt timC} on which I defi^Q deliveN 
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•* lag you up to smother. If he really loves you, 
*^ kts own good fenfe will readily fuggeft, that 
*' there is but one method alone to prevent hia 
* ^ofing you for ever.'*— This propofal, which 
fl»e could not avoid confidering as perfectly juft^ 
was readily agreed to* She again renewed her 
moft pofitive promife of marrying Mr* Williams^ 
in cafe of the other's infenfibility i and» at th6 
next opportunity, in Mr. ThornhilPs prefence, 
that day month was fixed upon for her nuptials 
with his rival. 

Such vigorous proceedings feemed to redouble 
Mr. Thomhiirs anxiety : but what Olivia really 
felt, gave me fome uneafinefs» In this ftruggle 
beiweeh prudence and paffion, her vivacity .quite 
forlbok her, and- every opportunitY of folitudc 
was fought, and fpent in tears. One week paf« 
fed away J but her lover made no efforts to re* 
ftrain her nuptials^ The fucceeding week he 
was fttll affiduous, but not more open. On the 
third he diicontinued his vifits entirely, and, in* 
fiead of my daughter teftifying any impatience, 
as 1 expe&ed, flie feemed to retain a penfive. 
tranquillity, which I looked upon as refignation-. 
For my own pan^ I was now fincerely pleafed 
with thinking, that my child was going ta be fe** 
cured in a continuance of competence and peace, 
and frequently applauded her veibliaticm. It was 
within about four days of her intended nuptials^ 
that my little family, at night, were gathered 
round a charming fire, telling ftories of the paflr, 
and .laying fchemes for the fiiture* Bufied in 

. . forming 
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forming a tTioufand projeSts, and laughing 
whatever folly came uppermoft, ** Well, Mofes,*^ 
cried I, " we fliall foon, my boy, have a wed-^ 
♦* ding in the family : What is your opinion of 
** matters and things in general ?"——*< My o- 
^' pinion, father, is, that ail things go on verf 
^* well : and I was juft now thinking, that, when 
" fitter Livy is married to farmer Williams, we 
5* fliallthen have the loan ef his cyder-prefs and 
** brewing tubs for nothing/'—** That w:e ihall^ 
•* Mofes,*' cried I, ** and he will fing ua Death* 
** and the Lady, to raife our fpirits, into the bar* 
** gain/'——** He has taught that fong to our 
^*Dick," cried. Mofes; ** and t think he goet 
^* through it very prettily.'' ** Does he fo ?** 
icried I, ** then let us have it: wbere's little 
" Dick ? let him up with it boldly."-: — ^* Mf 
.^ brother Dick," cried Bill, my youngcft>* ** is- 
<* juft gone out with fifter Livy ; but Mr. Wil- 
^* liams has taught me two fongs, and I'll fing. 
** them fcJr you. Papa. Which fong do yon 
" choofe^ tke Dying Swaffj or the E/egy on the 
<* death of a mad dog .^"— ** The Elegy, child, by 
** all means," faid 1 5 ** I never heard that yet : 
" ^nd Deborah, my life, grief you know is dry ; 
^* let us have a bottle of the beft goofcberry wine 
•* to keep up our fpirits. I have wept fo much' 
<* at all forts of elegies, of late, that, without an. 
** enlivening glafs, I am fure this, will overcome 
•^ me } and Sophy, love, take your guitar, and! 
.** thrum in with the boy a little." 
j- 
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An Elegy on the death 9f a MlD Dod 

** Good people alU of every fort, 

" Give ear unto my foiig ^ 
^* And, if yon find it wondrous fliort, 

** h cannot hold you long. 

*< In lilingtoun there was a roan, 
' •* Of whom the world might fay^ , 
f < That ftiil a godly raee he can^ 
" Whcnc'fer.he went to pray. 

** A kind and geatle heart he had, 
'* To comfbxt friends and foes v 

f« The naked ev'ry day he clad, ^ 
** When be put on his clothes* 

<< And in that town a dog was found, 

** As many dogs there fee, 
<< Both mongrel, puppy, whelp, and hound, 

•* And curs of low degree. 

«* This dog and man at firft were friends ; 

** But, when a pique began, 
«* The dog, to gain his private ends, 

•* Went mad, and bit the man. 

<* Around from all the neighb'ring ftreets> 
•* The. wondering neighbours ran, 

^^ And fwore the dog had loft his wits, 
*^ To bite fo good a man* 
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*< The wound it feem'd both fore and fad^ 

** To every Chriftian eye y 
" And, while they fwore the dog was mad|, 

^' They fwore the man would die. 

*' But foon a wonder came to light, 
•* That (how'd the rogues they ly'd ; 

** The man recovered of the bite, 
•* The dog it was that dyM." 

'< A very good boy. Bill, upon my wt>rd,^ zni 
^ an elegy that may truly be called tragical. 
«< Conlkt, my children, here's Bill's health, and 
•* may he one day be a bifliop.*^ 

«* With all my heart,** cried my wife-; " and 
<< if he but preaches as well as* he fings, I -make 
«< no doubt of hiin. The moft of bis family, by 
«< the mother's fide, could fing a good long : it 
<' was a common laying in our country, that the 
** family of the Blenkinfops could never look 
" ftraigbt before them, nor the Hugginfes blow. 
♦* out a candle : that there were none of the Gro- 
« grams but could fing a fong, or of the Mar^ 
** jorams but could tell a ftory/*— — " However 
«« that be," cried I, " the moft vulgar ballad of 
« them all gencraUy pleafes me better than. the 
« fine modern ones, and things that petrify us in 
<< a fingle ftanza; produ£iions that- we at once 
<< deteft and praife. Put the glafs to your bro- 
" ther, Mdes* The great fault of tbefe elcgifts 
" is, that they are in.dfifpait for griefs that give » 
<< the fenfible part of mankind very little pain. 

"A lady 
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'^ A hdy lofes ber lap-dog, and {6\ the fill; poet 
** runs home to vcrfif y the difaftcr.** 

*< That may be the mode/* cried Mo&s^ " in 
'* fublimer compofitions ^ but the Ranelaugh Tonga 
<* that come down to us^ are perfe^y familiar^ 
*^ and all caft in the fame mould Colin meets 
*' Dolly, and they hold a dialogue together } he ^ 
« gives her a fairing to put in her hair, and (he 
'< prefctnts him with a nofegay, and then they go 
'* together to church, where they give good ad« 
*' vice to young nymphs and fwains, to get mar« 
•*^ ried as faft as they can.** 

" And very good advice, too;** cried I i [^ and 
'^ I am told there is not a place in the world 
<* where advice can be given with fo much pro<* 
** priety as there i for while it perfuades us to 
<* marry, it alfo furnifhes us with a wife ^ and^ 
^ furely, that mud be an excellent market, my 
'* boy, where we are told what we want,^ and 
•* fupplied with it when wanting.*** 

*• YeSj^Sir,!*' returned Mofes, " and I know but 
** of two fuch markets for wives in Europe,. Rsi<- 
^ nelaugh inEngland, and Fontarabia in Spain« 
** The Spanifli market is kept open once a year, 
^ but our EngliCh wives are faleable every night J* ■ 

•*-You are rrght, my boy," cried bis mother ; 
^ Old England, is the only place in the world 
'* for hufbands to get wives.** — " And for wives 
" to manage their huftands,** interrupted I. «* It 
^* is a proverb abroad, that if a bridge were 
^^ built acrofs the fea, all the ladles of the Conti-* 
^* nent would come over to take pattern* from 

♦* ours $ 
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'* ours ; for there arc no fuch wives in Europe as 
« our own.** 

** But let us have one bottle more, Deborah, 
^^ my life ; and Mofes, give us a good fong. What 
•* thanks do we not owe to Heaven, for thusvbe- 
•* flowing tranquillity, health, and competence ? 
** I think myfcif happier now than the greateft 
** monarch upon earth. He.has no fuch fire-fide, 
** nor fuch pleafant faces' about it. Yes, Dc- 
^* borah, my dear, we are now growing old ; but 
•* the evening of our life is likely to be happy. 
** We are defcended from anceflors that knew 
*^ no flaih, and we fhall leave a good and virtij- 
^* ous race of children behind us. While we live, 
•* they will be our fupport and our pleafure herc> 
" and, when we die, they will tranfmit our ho- 
•• nour untainted to poflerity. Come, my fon, 

•• w^ ^^^^ f*^*" y^^*" ^^"S • ^^^ ^' '^^^^ ^ chorus. 
"But where is my -darling Olivia? That little 
** chcruVs yoice is always fwceteft in the con* 
*' cert.*' ^Juft as I fpoke, Dick came run- 
ning in. " O Papa, Papa,' fhe is gone from us,, 
** fhe is gone from us, my After Livy is gone 
« from us for ever."— «« Gone, child !**—** Yes, 
*' fhe is gone o£F with two gentlemen in a poll* 
** chaife ; and one of them kified her, and faid 
** he would die for her j and flie cried very mucb^ 
*' and was for coming back ; but he perfuaded 
*< her again, and fhe went into the chaife i and 
** faid, O what will my poor Papa do, when he 
•* knows I am undone !'*— * — *• Now, then," 
cried I, ** my children, go and be miferable ; for 
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^^ we ihall never cBJoy one hour mote. And O 
^'may Heaven's everkdiiig fury light upon him 
'^ and hU !— thus to rob me of my child ! And 
*^ fure it wiUy for taking bac)c my fweet inno* 
'* cent that I was leading up to Heaven.- Such 
<^ (incerity as my child was pofleied of I But alt 
'^ our earthly happineft i^ now over. Goj my 
'^* children, go, and be miferable and infamous ;. 
" for my heart is broken within me !*•—• ^-"^ Fa* 
** ther," cried my fon, ** is this your fortitude ?"* 
>< Fortitude, child \ Yes, he ihalt fee I ha?e for* 
<' titude ! Bring me my piftols. Til purfue the 
'^ traitor. While he is on earth Til pfarfue himV 
'* Old as I am, he (hall find I can fting him yetc 
** The villain \ The perfidious villain !'*• 
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I had by this time reached down my piftols^ 
when my poor wife, whofe paflions were not fo 
llrong as mine, caught^ me in her arms. '^ My 
" deareft^ deareft huflband/* cried fee, " th^ 
** Bible , is tb^ only weapon that js^ fit for your 
M old hands now. Open that^, my love, and 
^' read our anguife into patience } for fee has 
** vilely dec^ived^ ^ ' ■ ■■ ■■ Her forrow ' reprcffcd 
the reft in filence.—~** Indeed,. Sir,* refumed 
my fon, after a paufe, ^' your rage is too vio- 
*' lent and unbecoming. You feould be my 
^' mother's comforter, and you increafe her pain. 
^' It ill fuited you and your reverend charac«« 
•* ter, thus to curfe your greateft enemy: yoa 
<* feould not have curfed the wretch, villain as 
" he is.*^' ** I did not curfe him, child, did 
M \ r^..^^^^ Indeed, 5ir,^ pu did, you curfed him 

" fwice.**^ 
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" twice.**-——" Then may HeaTcn forgive 
*^ me and him, if 1 did. And now, my fon^ I 
'< fee it was more than human benevolence that 
^* firft taught us to blefs our enemies ! Blefled be 
'^ his holy name for all the good he has given, and 
** for thalt he has taken away* But it is not, it fs 
^* ^not a fmaU diftrefs that can Mnring tears from 
^' thefe old eyes, that have not wept for fo many 
" yean. My child ! — ^To undo my darling ! May 
** confufion fcize — ^Heaven forgive me, what am 
" I about to fay I You may remember, my 
" lovcy how good. (he was, and how charming ; 
** till this vile moment, all her care was, to make 
<* us happyv Had Sie but died^ But flie fs 
** gone, the honouc of our family contaminated ; 
*^and I.muft look out for h^^funefs in other 
*' worlds than here. But, my child, you faw 
" them go off: perhaps be forced her away t If 
" he forced her, (he may yet be innocent.^—** Ah, 
•* no. Sir," cried the child-, ** he only kilTed her, 
'* and called her his angel, and (he wept very 
" much, and leanecj^upon his arm, and they drove 
" off very faft.'^^— ** Shc*s an ungrateful creature,* 
cried my wife, who could fcarce fpeak for weep^^ 
ing, '^ to ufe us thus. She never had the leaft 
<< conftraiht put upon her affections. The vile 
" ftrumpet has bafely deferted her parents with* 
^ out any provocation, thus to^ bring your grey 
•* hairs to the grave, and I muft fhortly follow.**' 
In this manner .that night, the firft of our real 
misfortunes, was fpent in the hicternefs of com- 
plaintj and ill-fupported (allies of enthiifiafnr. 

I determined;^ 
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1 jletermincd, however, to find out our betrayer, 

wherever he was, and reproach his bafenefs. The 

next morning, we mifled our wretched child at 

breakfaft, where ihe ufed to give life and cheer* 

/ulnefs to us all. My wife, as before, attempted 

to ^afe her heart by reproaches. " Never,'' cried 

file, ^ (hall that vileft ftain of our family again 

^' darken thofe harmlefs doors. 4. will never call 

^ 'her daughter more. No i let the ftrumpet 

^* live with her vile feducer : flie may bring us to 

** (hame ; bat (he fiiall never more deceive us.*' 

" Wife," iaid I, " do not talk thus hardly : 

*** my deteftat ion of her guilt is as great as yours ; 

^<'4>ttt ever fliall this houfe, and this heart, be open 

** to a. poor returning repentant finner. The 

^. (boner (he returns from her tranfgreffion, ihe 

^ mor< welcome fhall ihe be to me. For the 

** firftitime, the very heft may err ; art may per- 

^ fuade, and novdty fpread out its charm. The 

^* firft fault is the child of fimpltciry. ; but every 

^ other, the ofl^pring of guilt. Tes, the wretch- 

^ ed creature fhall be welcogie to this heart, and 

^ this houfe, though ftained with ten thoufand 

^ vicea* I will again hearken to the mufick of 

^ her v<Hce ; again will I hapg fondly on her bo« 

^ fom, if I find but repentance there. My fon, 

^ brjng hither my Bible ^ind my flaff} I will 

<< purfue her, wherever (he is i and though I can- 

^ not fave her from (hame, I may prevent the 

^ continuance of iniquity.'* 

C H A P. 
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CHAP. XVHI. 

^hepurfuit of a father te^ reclaim a loft child t^ virtue* 



nPHOUGH the child could tm defcribe the 
gcntlcmaiys perfon who handed bis fifter 
into the poft-cbaife, yet my fufpicions fell cmirc* 
ly upon our young landlord) whofe diarafter fof 
fuch intrigues was but too well known. I there^ 
fprc dirc£led my fteps towards Thorftbill-caftlc, 
refoking to upbraid him, and, if poffibk, to bring' 
back my daughter : but, before I had reached 
his feat, I was met by one of my parifhioners, 
who faid, he faw a young Lady re&mbling my 
daughter,inapoft»cbai(ie with a gentleman, whom, 
by the defcriptton^ I cofuld only gue& to be Mn 
Burcliell, and thtt they drtfve very faft, This^ 
information, however, did by no means fattsff 
me. I tberefore went to the young Squire's, and, 
though it was yet early, infilled upon feeing him 
immediately t he fooH appeared, with the moflf 
open familiar air, and feemed' perfpdiy amazed 
at my ^awg*^*^^'* elopement, protefting, upon his* 
honour, that he was quite a ftranger to ir, I 
now, therefore, condemned my fornrer fiifpicions, 
and could turn them only on Mr, Burchell, who, 
I recoUe&ed, had, of late, feveral private confe^^ 
rences "^ith her t but the appeacance of another 
witnefs left me no room to doubt of his villany, 
who ft^errtd, that he and my daughter were ac'- 

♦ually 
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tually gone towards the wells^ about thirty milea 
x>fF, where there was a great deal of company. 
Hearing this, ^ refplved to purfue them there^ 
I walked along with earneilnefs, and enquired of 
federal by the way ^ but received no accounts^ 
till, entering the town,. I was met by a perfon on 
horfeback, whom I remembered to have feen at 
the Squire's, and he afiured me, that if I follow- 
ed them to the races, which were but thirty miles 
farther, I might depend upon overtaking them ; 
for he had feen them daiKe there the night befoi£ ^ 
and the whole aflembly feemed charmed with my 
daughter's performance. Early the next day, I 
walked forward to the races, and about four in 
the afternoon I came upon the courfe. 

The company made a very brilliant appear^* 
ance, all eameftly employed in one purfuit, that 
of pleafure i how different from mine, that of 
reclaiming a Idl child to. virtue! I thought I 
perceived Mr* Burchell at fome diftance from me : 
but, as if he dreaded an interview, upon<my ap« 
proaching him, he mixed among a crowd, and I 
t3LW him no- more. I now refle^ed^^that it would 
be to no purpofe toconttnue my purfuit farchery 
and refolved to return, home to. an innocent fami« 
ly, who wanted my affiftance. But the agha* 
tions 6f my mind, and the fatigues I had under<* 
gone, threw me into a fever, the fymptoms of 
which I perceived before I eame off the courfe. 
This was another unexpeif^d ftnoke, as I was 
more than feventy mites diftant from home s 
bawever^ I retifcd to a little ale-houfe by the 

road 
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road 'fi3c ; and in this place, the ufu^l retreat of 
indigence and frugality, I laid me down, patiently 
to wait the iffue of my diforder. I languiflied 
kerc for near three weeks ; but at laft my confti- 
tution prevailed, though, I Was unprovided with 
money to defrays the expences of my entertain* 
ment. It is poffible the anxiety from this laft 
circumftance alone, might have brought on a rc- 
lapfe, had I not been fupplied by a traveller, 
yrho (lopped to take a curfory refrefhment. This 
perfon was no other than the philanthropick bcx>k* 
feller m St. FauFs church-yard, who has written 
fo many little books for children : he called him* 
felf their friend % but he was the friend of all 
manUnd. He was no fooner alighted, but he 
was in hafte to be gone ^ for he was ever on bu- 
(inefs of the utmoft importance ; and was, at that 
time, adually compiling materials for the hiftory 
of one Mr. Thomas Trip^ I immediately recol- 
le€ttd this good-natured man's red pimpled face ; 
for he had publiihed for me againft the Dentero- 
gamifts of the age, and from him I borrowed a 
few pieces, to be paid at my return. Leaving 
the inn, therefore, as I was yet but weak, I re- 
folved to return home by eafy journies of ten 
miles a day. My health and ufual tranquillity 
were almoft reftored) and I now condemned that 
pride which had made me refraftory to^tfae hand 
of correAion. Man litde knows what calami- 
ties are beyond hid patience to bear, till he tries 
them \ as, in aicendi'ng the heights of ambition, 
which took bright (torn beloW| every fiep we 

rife 
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ate (hows us fbme new profped: of hidden dif-. 
appointment; ifo, in our defceht to the vale of 
wretchednefsy which from the fummits of plea- 
Aire appears dark and gloomy^ the buiy mind> 
fiill attentive to its own amufement, finds fome- 
thing to flatter and furprize it. Still as we de- 
fcend, the objects appear Id brighten ; unexpeded 
profpe^is amufe, and the mental eye becomes ad- 
apted to its gloomy (ituation. 

I now proceeded forwards, and had walked 
about two hours, when I perceived what appear- 
ed at a diftance like the waggon, which I was 
refolved to overtake^ but, when I came up with it, 
found it to be a drolling company's cart, that was 
carrying their fcenes, and other theatrical fur- 
niture, to the next village, where they were to 
exhibit. Thie cart was attended only by the per* 
Ibn who drove it, and one of thecompany, as the 
reft of the players were to follow the enfuing day. 
Good company upon the road, fays the proverb, 
is always the fliorteft cut : I therefore entered in- 
to converfation with the poor player ; and, as I 
once had fome theatrical powers myfclf, I diflcrt- 
eA on fuch topicks with ihy ufual ff eedom : but, 
as I was pretty much unacquainted with the pre- 
fent ftate of the ftage, I demanded, who were the 
prefent theatrical writers in vogue, who the 
Drydens and Otways of the day ?— — " I fancy, 
** Sir," cried the player, ** few of our moderil 
**dramatifts would think themfelves , much . ho-. 
?* noured by being compared to the writers you 
<^, mention* Drydea and Rowe'« manner, Str^ 
Vol. I. F " are 
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*' are quite out of fkihion $ our taile has gona- 
'< back a whole oenturj ; Fletcher^ Ben Johnim^ 
« and ail the plays of Sbakefpear, are the onlf 
<< things that go down.*'-~— " How/* cried I^ 
<< is it poflible the prefent age can be pleafed 
** with that antiquated dialc£i» that obfdete hu- 
<* mour, tfaofe overcharged chancers, which a« 
*< bound in the works you mention ?'•—'«« Sir^* 
returned my companion^ ^ the publick think no-« 
*< thing about diale£b, or humour, or^charafler ; 
^< for that is none of their bufinefs : they only m 
*< to be amufed, and find tfaemfelves happy whto 
^* they can. enjoy a pantomime^ under the fane- 
.** tton of Johnfon*s, or Shakefpear's -name/'— ^ 
<< So tbent I fuppofe,** cried I, ** that our modera 
*^ d^amati&s are rather imitators of Shakefpear, 
•< than of natxire.*' " To fay the truth," re- 
turned my companion, " I don't Jcnow that they 
** imitate any thing at all ; nor, indeed, does the 
*< publick require it of them : it is not the com* 
<* portion of the piece, but the number of ftarta 
*< and ajttitudes that may be introduced into ir^ 
^< that elicits aj^laufe. . I hate known a piece^ 
« with not one jeft in the whole, (hrugged into 
« popularity; and another faved by. the poet's 
« throwing, in a fit of the gripes* No, Sir ; the 
<« works of Congreve and Farqubar have too much 
<< wit in themior the prefent tafte; our modem 
i( dialogue is much more natural/' 

By this time, the equipage of the ftrolling com** 
pany was arrived at the village ; which, it feems, 
had been appriased of our approach, and was^ come 

. . out 



• out to gate ait us ; for my companion obferved, 
that ftroUers always.have more fpeftators without 
doors than within. I did not confidcr the impro* 
priety of my befng in fuch company^ till I faw a 
mob gathered about me. I therefore took (bel- 
ter, as fail as poi&ble, in the firft ale-houfe that 
offered ; and, being fliown into the common 
room, was accofted by a very well-drefled gentle- 
man, who demanded, whether I was the real 
chaplain of the company } or, whether it was on- 
ly fb be my mafquerade chara&er in the play f . 
Ufon informing Mm of the troth, and that I 
•did not belong to the company^ he was conde- 
fcending enough to defire me and the player to 
partake in a bowl of punch, over which he dif« 
xufled modem ^politicks with great earneftnefs 
and feeming intereft. I fet him down, in my 
own mind, forpothing lefs than a parliament- 
man at.leaft; but was almoft confirmed in my 
"conjedures, when, upon: my'alking what there 
'was in the houfe for fupper, be infifted, that the 
player and I fliould fup with him at his houfe ; 
with which requeft, after fomc entreaties, I was 
prevailed on to comply. 



Vz CHAP* 



ii4 THE VICAR OT 



CHAP. XIX. 

^he defcriptlon ef a perfon dtfcontented with the p 
fent government^ and apprebenfive of the lofs of pur 
liberties* 

rpHE houfe where we were to be entertained, 
^ lying at a fmall diftance from the village, 
our iiivicer obferved, that, as the coach was not 
ready, he would condu£k us on foot ; and wefoon 
arrived at one of the moft niagnificent manfions 
I had feen in the country. The apartment in- 
to which we were fhown, was perfectly elegant 
and modern ; he- went to give orders for fupper, 
while the player, witli a wink, obferved, that 
we were perfe£kly in •luck. Our entertainer 
foon returned; an elegant fupper was foon 
brought in \ two or three ladies, in an eafy difiia- 
bille, .were introduced ^ and the converfatipn 
began with fome fprightlinefs. Politicks, how- 
ever, was the fubjefl on which our entertainer 
chiefly expatiated \ for he aflcrted, that liberty 
was at once his boaft and his terror. Afjter the 
cloth was removed, he afked me, if I had feen 
the laft Monitor ? to which, replying in the ne- 
gative, " What, nor the Auditor, I fuppofe ?*' 
cried he, " Neither, Sir," returned I. « That's 
*< ftrange, very ftrange,'* replied my entertainer. 
<< Now, I read all the politicks^that come out. The 
«« liaiiy, the Publick, thfe teger, the Chronicle, 
<< the London Evenings the Whitehall Evening, 

•« the 
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«*' the feventeen maga2ine8, and the two reviews, 
^' and, though they hate each other^ I love thetn 
** alL Liberty/ Sir, liberty is the Briton's boaft ; 
*' and« by all my coal-mines in Cornwall, I reve- 
** fence its guardians/' ** Then it is to be hoped,** 
cried I, ** you reverence the king." "Yes,** re- 
turned my entertainer, '* when he does what we 
*< would have him ; but, if he goes on as he has 
^^ done of late, I'll never troilble myfclf more with 
^^hts matters. I fay nothing ; I think only 1 
** could have dire£ied fome things better. I don't 
'* think there has been a fufficient number of ad- 
^* vifers : he fhould advife with every perfon wilf- 
*' ing to give him advice, and then we fhould 
** have things done in another manner." 

•* I wifh," cried I, ** that fueh intruding ad- 
•* vifers were fixed in the piUory, It ihould be 
•* the duty of honeft men to affift the weaker fide 
•^ of our conftitution, that facred power that has 
" for fbme- years been every day declining, and 
*' lofing its due Ihare of influence in the (late. 
*^ But thefe ignorants ftill continue the cry of li* 
•• berty, and, if they have any weight, bafely 
^^ throw It into the fubfiding fcale." 

** How,'' cried one of the ladies, " do I live 
^* to fee one fo bafe, fo fordid, as to be an enemy 
^* to liberty, and a defender of tyrants ? Liber* 
*' ty, ihat facred gift of Heaven, that glorious 
^* privilege of Britons I" 

• •* Can it be poffible," cried our entertainer, *« that 
** there fliould be any found at prefent advocates 
^ for flaxery ? Any who are fdr meanly giving 
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«' Up Ac privileges of Britons ? Can anyi Sin 
« be fo abjca ?•* 

*« No, Sir," replied I,, « I am for liberty, that 
*' attribute of . gods ! Glorious liberty ! that 
^* theme of modern declamation. I would have 
^* all men kings : I would be a Ling myfelf. We 
*^ have all naturally an equal right to the throne: 
*^ we are all originally equal. This is my opi* 
^* nion, and was once the opinion of a fet of ho- 
** neft men who were called Levellers. They 
** tried to ere£t themfelves into a community, 
^^, where all (hould be equally free. But ala^! it 
*' would never anfwer i for there were fome a- 
*' mong them ftronger, and fome more cunning 
*^ than pthers, and thefe became mailers of the 
** reft ; for, as fure as your groom rides your 
*< horfes, becaufe he is a cunninger animal than 
*' they, fo furely will the animal that is cun- 
^' ninger, or ftronger than he, fit upon bis fhoul- 
^< ders in turn. Since, then, it is entailed upon 
^^ humanity to fubmit ; and fome are born to 
** command, and others to obey ; the queftibn is, 
^^ as there muft be tyrants, whether it is better 
*^ to have them in the fame houfe with us, or iH 
" the fame village, or, ftill farther off, in the 
** metropolis ? Now, Sir, .for^ny own part, as 
« I naturally hate the £ace of a tyrant, the far* 
" ther off he is removed from me, the better 
" pleafed am I. The generality of mankind 
** alfo are of my way of thinking ; and have un* 
** animouily created one king, whofe ele£lion 
*'aC once diminiihes the number of tyrants, 

"and 
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'•'and, putt tyranny at the greateft diftance from 

<< the greateft number b£ people. Now, tbofb 

*< who were tyrants themfelves before the elec^ 

^* tion of one tyrant, are naturally averfe to ^ 

*^ power raifed .over them, and whofe weight 

^ muft ever lean hegvieft on the fubordmate or- 

«< ders. ft is the intereft of the great, therefore, 

^ to diminiih, kingly power as much as poffiblei 

** becaufe, whatever they take from it, is natu* 

^ rally reftored to .themfelves ; and all they have 

^ to do in a ftate, is to undermine the fingle ty- 

^ rant, by whidi they refume their primeval ait- 

^ thority* Now, a ftate may be fo conftitutionat- 

** ly circumftanced, its laws may he fo difpofed, 

-*< and its men of opulence fo minded, as all to 

^ confpire to carry on this, bufinefs of under* 

^ mining ^nonarchy. If the circumftaxtces of the 

^* ftate be fiiteh^ for inftance,. s^ to favour the ac- 

.«< cumulation of wealth, and make the opulent 

^ ftill more rich, this wiU increafe their ftrength 

^* aiid their ambition. But an accumulation of 

^ wealth muft neceflarily be the confequence in 

^ a ftate,. when more riches flow in from exter- 

** nal commerce, than arife from' internal in- 

«* duftryifor, external commerce can only be ma- 

^ naged to advantage by the rich ; and they hare 

^ alfo, at the fame time, all the emoluments a- 

** rifing from internal induftry : fo that the rich, 

^* in fuch a ftate, have two fources of wealth ; 

** whereas, the poor have but oiie. Thus, wealth, 

^* in all commercial ftates, is found to accumu- 

^ late $., and fudi have hitherto, in ^^e, be* 

F4 "come 
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** come ariftocratical. Bcfides ihis, the rerf 
** laws of a country may contribute to the accu« 
<< mulation of wealth ^ as^ when tbofe natural 
*< ties that bind the rich and poor together^ are 
** brokehi and it is ordained, that the rich (hall 
** only marry among each other ; or, when the; 
** learned are held unqualiiSed . to ftrve their 
country as counfellors, merely from a defeft 
of opulence i and wealth is thus made the ob* 
** je£l of a wife man's ambition : by theft 
** means, I (ay, and fuch means as thefe, riches 
** will accumulate. The pofleiTorof accumulated 
'^wealth, when furnifhed with the neceifaries 
** and pleafures of life, can employ the fuperflui* 
** ties of fortune only in purcl^afing power : That 
** is, differently fpeaking, in making dependents, 
*' in purchafing the liberty of the needy or the ve- 
nal, of men who are willing to bear the mor- 
tification of contiguous tyranny for bread* 
<* Thus, each very, opulent man generally ga- 
« thers round him a circle of the pooreft of the 
<< people ; and the polity abounding in accumu- 
« lated wealth, may be compared to a Cartefian 
** fyftem, each orb with a vortex of its own. 
** Thofe, however, who are willing to move in a 
** great man's vortex, are only fuch as mufl be 
** llaves, the rabble of mankind, ^whofe fouls, 
** and whofe education, are adapted to fervitude, 
<< and who know nothing of liberty, except the 
** name. But there muft (till be a large num- 
<< ber of the people without the fphere of the 
*< opulent man's influence^ namely^ that order 

"of 
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^ of men which fubfifts between the very rich 
** and the very rabble ; thofemenwho arepofleffed 
of too large fortunes to fubmit to the neigh- 
bouring man in power, and yet are too poor 
to fet up for tyranny thenfifelves. In this mid- 
^ die order of mankind, are generally to be 
*< found, all the arts, wifdom, and virtues of fo- 
•' ciety. Thiis order alone is known to be the 
** true prcferver of freedom, and may be cabled 
•* the People. Now, it may happen, that this 
** middle order of mankind may lofe all its influ- 
** ence in a ftate, and its voice be in a manner 
*< drowned in that of the rabble : for, if the for- 
« tune fufficient for q^ualifying a perfon at pre— 
^ fent to 4^ive his voice in ftate affansj be ten« 
'< times lefs than was judged fufficient, upon 
*« forming the conftitution, it is evident, that 
^< greater numbers of the rabbli; will thus be in- 
" trodiiced into the political* fyftcm ; and they, 
*< ever moving iiv^the vortex of the great, will 
••follow where greatnefs fliall dire£L In fuch 
•* a ftate, therefore,, all that th^ middle order 
« has left, is to preferve the prerogatives and prf- 
"yilegesof the one principal tyrant, with the 
*« m6ffi (acred circumlj)eftion : for he divides thfe 
** power of the rich, and calls off, the great froih 
«< falling with tenfold weight on the middle or- 
«♦ der placed beneath them* . The middle order 
«* may be compared to a town, of which the opu- 
« lent are forming the fiege, and'whieh the tyrant 
« is haftening to felievc. While the befie^ecs . 
y arc in dread of the external enemy, it ii' btit 

E5 - «• natural! 
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^'natural to offer the townfimen the moft fpe-^ 
** cious terms ; to flatter them with founds^ and 
^* amufe them with priTileges : but if they onc^ 
** defeat the tyrant, the walls of the town wiU 
** be but a fmall defence to its inhabitants. 
«< What they may then txpc£ty may be ttca by 
'' turning our eyes to Holland^ Genoa^ or Vo- 
** nice % where the laws govern the poor> and 
*' the rich govern the laws. I am then for» and 
*< would die for, monarchy^ facred monarchy ; 
^< for, if there be any thing facred amongft mei^ 
<* it muft be the anointed fovereign of his people; 
^* and every diminution of his power, in war^ qr 
<< in peace, is an infringement upon the real liber- 
** ties of the fubje£l. The founds of liberty, pa- 
i< triotilm,^nd Britons, have already done mucbj it 
** is to be hoped that t\it true fons of freedom will 
<« prevent their ever doing more. I have known 
** many of thofe bold champions for liberty in my 
«« time, yec do I not remember one that was not 
*< in his heart and in his family a tyrant/' 

My warmth^ I found, had lengthened this ha- 
rangue beyond the rules of good-breeding : but 
the impatience of my entertainer, who often 
ftrove to interrupt it, could be.reftrained no long* 
ex. " What !*• cried he, " then I have been 
<< all this while entertaining a Jefuit in parfon's 
'* clothes ; but, by all the coal mines of CornwaU, 
<( out he ihall pack^ if my name be Wilkinfon." 
I now found I had gone . too . far, and a&ed 
pardon for the warmth with which I had Ipo- 
kcn. ** Pardon I'* returned hci ifi a fury: 
• « I think 
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^'I tliiak iuch principles demand ten tboufand 
*^ pardons. What I give up liberty, propertj, 
** and, as the Gazetteer fays, ly down to be fad- 
*' died with wooden (hoes I Sir, I inGft upon your 
** marching out of this houfe immediately, to pre«- 
~^^ vent worfe coniequencesj Sir, I infift upon it/' ~^ 
I was going to repeat my rcmonftrances-^'but 
juft then we heard a footman's rap at the door, . 
and the two ladies cried out, .** As fure as death, 
*^ there is our mafter and miftrefs come home." 
It feems my entertainer was * all this* wfaik only x 
die btttl^, . who, in his mafter V abfence, had a 
mind to cut a figure, and be for a while the genr 
tkman himfelf ; ^and, to fay the truth, he talked 
politicks as well as-moft country gentlemen do* - 
But nothing could now exceed my confufibn^ upon 
feeing the gentleman^ irith his Iady$>enter ; nor was 
their furprife at finding fuch company and good ^ 
cheer lefs than ours.- *^ Gentlemenj'V cried the 
real mafter of the houie to me and my companion, . 
<^ I am your imoft humble fervant^ but I prote(l 
'* this isfo unexpefted a favour, that I almoft fink 
*♦- under ^ the obligation." However unexpe£ted ' 
oor company might be to him, his, lam fure,, 
was ftill m^M'e fo toiis^andl was ftruck dumb with 
the apprehenfiont of my own abfurdity, when,, 
whom (hould I next fee enter the room, but my 
dear Miis Arabella Wilmot, who was formerly 
defigned to be married to my fon George ; but 
wfaofe match was broken off, as already related. • 
Aa foon as (he {aw me, ihe flew to my arms with 
the utmoft.jpy. << My dear Sir,** cried (he, *' to 

•*what' 
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%^' what happy accident is it that we owe ,fo nn« 
** expedled a vifit ? I am fure my uncle and aunt 
*« will be in raptures, when they find they have 
** the good Dr. Primrofe for their gueft.*' tJpon 
hearing my name, the old gentleman and lady 
very politely ftepped up, and welcomed me witH 
moil cordial hofpitality. Nor could they forbear 
fmiling, upon being' informed of the nature of 
my prefent viGt,: but the unfortunate butler, 
whom they at firft feemed difpofed to turn away, 
was, at my intercefBon, forgiven. 

Mr. Arnold and his lady, to whom the houfe 
hjclonged now, infilled upon having the pleafure 
of my day for fome days f and as their niece, my 
charming pupil, whofe mind, in fome mcafure, had 
been formed under my own inilru£tions,' joined 
in thtir intreaties, I complied. That night I 
was fliown to a magnificent chamber ; and the 
next morning early^ Mifs Wilmot defired to walk 
with me in the garden, which was decorated in 
the modern manner. After fome time fpent in 
pointing out the beauties of the place, flie in- 
quired, with fceming unconcern, when laft I had 
heard from my fon George. <' Alas I Madam,** 
cried I, ** he has now been near three years abfent^ 
** without ever writing to his friends or me. 
<< Where he is, I know not » perhaps I (hall never 
^< fee him or happinefs more. No, my dear 
** Madam, we (hall never more fee fuch pleafing 
*^ hours as were once fpent by our fire-fide at 
<< Wakefield. My little family are now difperf- 
«« ing very faft i and poverty has brought not 

only 
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•^only want, but infamy upon us.** The gooj- 
natured girl let fall a tear at this account ; but 
as I faw her poflefTed of too much fenfibility, I 
forbore a more minute detail of our fufierings. 
It was^ however^ fome confolation to me to Rndf 
tliat time had made no aheratibn ih her affec- 
tions; and that (Be had rejected feveral" matches 
that had been made her fince our leaving her part 
of the countryi She led me round all the exten- 
-five improvements of the place, pointing to the 
feveral walks and arbours, and at the fame time 
catchmg from every objeft a hint for fome new 
queftibn relative to my fon. In this manner we 
fpent the forenoon, tin the bell fummoned us in 
to dinner^ where we fou^rd the manager of the 
ifarolling company, who was come to difpofe of 
tickets for the Fair Penitent, which was to be 
a£ted that evening; the part of Horatio by a 
^Oun^ gentleman who had never appeared on a- 
ny ftage before. He fccmed to be very warm ih 
the praifes of- the new performer, and averred, 
that he never faw any who bid fo fair for excel- 
lence. A£ting, he obftrved, was not learned in 
•a day: "But this gentleman,* continued he, 
*• feems born to tread the ftage. His voice, 
' ^* his figure, his attitudes, are all adYnirable.^ We 
•** caught him up accidentally, in our journey 
-•• down.'** This account, in fome meafure, ex- 
cited our curiofity ; andj at the entreaty of the 
ladies, I was prevaikd upon to accompany them 
to the play-hqufe, which was no. other than 

^ E^ri^t 
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a^lnun. Aa the company, with ip?hidi Iwent^, 
vas inconteftiUy the chief of the place, we wer« 
received with the greateft refpe£i, and {daced in ^ 
the front feat of the theatre ; where we fat for 
ibme time, with no fmall impatience, to fee Hora- 
tio make his appearanocii The new performer 
advanced at laft, and I found it was my unfor- 
tunate fon. He was going to begin, when, turn- 
ing his eyes upon the audience, he perceived ^ 
us^ and ftood at once fpeechlels and immoveable. • 
The zCtoTSt behind the fcene, who afcribed this < 
paufe to his natural timidity, attempted to encou-- 
is^e him i ^ but, inftead of going on, he burft iur 
to a flood of tears, and retired off the ftage* li 
don't know what were the fenfations I felt ; forv 
theffucceeded with too much rapidity for defaip- - 
tion ; but I was foon awaked from this dilagree— 
able reverie by Mifs Wilmot, , who, pale, and ^ 
with a trembling voice, defired roe to «cm« 
d\x£t her back to her uncle's. When got bome^ 
Mr. Arnold, who was as yet a ftranger to our 
extraordinary behaviour, being informed, that the 
new performer was my /on, £mt his coach, and 
an invitation for him ; and as he perfifted in his 
refulal to appear again upon the ftage, the playm 
put another in his place, and we foon had him 
with us. Mr. Arnold gave him the kindeft re«i 
teptbn, and I received him with my ufual tranf- 
port ) for I could never counterfeit falfe refent- 
inent. Mifs Wilmot's reception was mixed with 
ifeemiug negk^, and yet I cQuf d perceive Ihe a£b* 

ed 
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<d a ftudied part. The tumult in her mind feem* 
^d not yet abated ; (he faid twenty giddy things 
that looked like joy, and then laughed loud at her 
own want of meaning. At intervakj fhe would 
take a fly peep at the gla&^as if happy in the 
confcioufnefs of unrefifting beauty, and often 
would a(k queftions, without giving any manner 
of attention to the anfwert. 
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The hifiory of a phihf9phick vag^hondi purfuing^ mm. 

AFTER we had fuppedj^ Wn. Arnold po« 
litelf offered to fend a ucuple of hor 

footmen for my^ ibQ% bagg^g^y which be 
^ firft feemed to decline^ but^.upon her preffing 
•the requeft^. he was^ obliged to inform her that« 
flick and a wallet were all the moveable things . 
upon this earth that he could boaft of* " Wbyy 
*« ay, my fon,* cried I, «* you left me but poor» 
and poor I find you are come back ; and yet I 
make no doubt you have ieen a great deal of the. 
" world/' «< Yes, Sir,** replied my fon •, "hot 
^^ travelling after Fortune is not the way to feciire 
^< her; and, indeed, of late, I have defifted from 
<< the purfuit.*' ** I fancy, Sir,** cried Mrs. Ar- 
nold, *' that the account of your adventures would 
''be amufing : the firft part^of them I have oftea^ 

* ** heardi 
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«* heard from my niccc ; but, could the company 
" prevail for the reft, it would be an additional 

w obligsaion." <* Madam," repHW my ion» 

** I promife you, the pleafurc you have in hear- 
ing, will not be half fo great as my vanity in 
reciting them ; and yet, in the whole narrative^ 
•* I can fcarce promife you one adirenture, as nay 
•* account is rather of what I faw, tlian what I 
did. The firft misfortune of my life, whicS 
you all know, was great ; biif, though it dif- 
** trefled, it could not fink mc. No perfon ever 
" had a better knack at hoping than I. The lefs 
** kind I found Fortune at one time, the more.1 
ejtpedled from her at another ; and, being now 
at the bottom of her wheel, every new revolu- 
tion might lift, but could not deprefs me. I 
*' proceeded, tbercfore, towards^London, in a fine 
** morning, no way uneafy about to-morrow, but 
" cheerful as the birds that carrol'd by the road, 
"and comforted myfclf with refieffing, that 
" London was the true mart, where abilities of 
•• every kind were fure of meeting diftinftioir and 
<* reward. ^ 

Upon my arrival in- town^ Sir^ my firft care 
was, to deliver your letter of recommendation 
•* to our coufin, who was himfclf in little better 
** circumftances than I. My firft fcheme, you 
^ know. Sir, was to be uflier at an academy; and 
•* I afked His advice in the afi^ain Our coufin 
•* received the propofal with a true Sardonic 
** grin. Ay, cried he, this is, indeed, a very 
•* pretty career that fias'been chalked out for you. 

'<lhai« 
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^ I have beeiT an uflier at a boarding*fcbool , 
** myfelf ; and may I die by an anodyne ncck* 
^* lace> but I bad rather be an under-turnkey 
'* in Newgate. I was ep early and late : I was 
•* brow-heat by the mafier, hated for my ugly - 
*« face by the miftrefs, worried by the boys with- 
** in, and never permitted to ftir out to meet ci- 
«* vility abroad. But are you fure you arc fit 
*< for a (chool ? Let me examine you a Httle. 
*' Haire you been bred apprentice to tht bufi- 
♦* ncfs ? No. Then you won't do for a fchool. 
«* Can you drefs the boys hair ? No. Then you 
«* won't do for a fchool. Have you had the 
«*fmallpox? No. Then you won't do for a 
^ fchool. Can you ly three in a bed ? No» 
^ Then you will never do for a fchool. Have 
*** you got a good ftdmach ? Yes. Then you 
-*< will by no means do for a fchool. No, Sir, 
•* if you arfe for a genteel, eafy profeffion, bind 
** yourfelf feven years as an apprentice to turn a 
*^ cutler's wheel ; but avoid a fchool by any 
" means. Yet come," continued he,'" I fee you 
*^ are a lad of fpirit and foiiie learning : what do 
•• you >think of commencing author, like me I 
•• You have read in books, no doubt, of men of 
** genius ftarving at the trade : at prefent, I'll 
** (how you forty very dull fellows about tawn 
** that live by it in opulence.' All honeft jog- 
^ trot men, who go on fmoothly and dully, and 
* << write hiftory and politicks, and' are praifed ; 
« men, Sir, who, had they been bred coblers, 

«* ^ould 
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**' would all their lirts have only mended flioes, 
^^. but ne^er made them.'' 

^' Finding that there was tio great degree of 
^' gentility affixed to the charafiber of an ufhei^ 
**' I refohed to accept his propofal ( and» having 
^' the higheft refpefl; for literature^ hailed tli^ 
*< antique matir of .Grubftreet with reverence. 
^* I thought it my glory to purfue a tra£k which 
^< Dryden and Otway trod before me. I con- 
^* fidered the goddefs of ^his region, as the parent 
'< of excellence \ and howerer an intercourfe mth 
^' the world might give ns good fenfci the pover- 
^< ty (he granted I fuppofed to be the nwfe of ge« 
^^ tiitts 1 Big with liiefe refl^tionsy. I fat down, 
^* and finding that the bed things remained to be 
^< faid on the wrong fide, I refolved to write a 
^< book that fliould be wholly new. I therefore 
'*< dreSed up three paradoxes with forae ingenuity. 
^< They were falfe, indeed, but they were new. 
^' The jewels of truth have been fo often imporN 
^< ed by others, that nothing was left for me to 
<< import, but fome fplendid things, that, at a 
«* diilance, looked every bit as well. Witnefc, ye 
^'iPowers, what' fancied importance fat perched 
'<« upon my quill while I was writing. The whole 
■^ learned world, I made no doubt, would rife to 
« oppofe my fyftems \ but then I was prepared to 
«( oppofe the wholelearned world. Like the pop^ 
^ cupine, I f al felf-coUe£ied,* with a quill pointed 
** againft every oppofer." 

« Well faid, mf boy,*', cried I; " and what 
^< fuhjeft did you treat upon ? I hope you did 

**not 



^^ not pafs over the: importance of monogamf. 
*<* But I interrupt, go on : yotLpubliihed yourpa«« 
c€ radoxes ; weU, and what did the learned world 
'^ fay to your paradoxes i^ 

** Sir/' replied my fon^ '* the learned world 
^ faid nothing to my paradoxes ; nothing at all, 
^ Sir* Every man of them was employed in - 
-^ praifi^ his friends and himfclf, or €ondem<< 
*^ ning his enemies } and unfortunately as I had 
'< neither, I differed the cnielleft mortification^ 
*' ncgleft/' 

'< As I was meditating one day in a cofFee-houfe 
^* on the fate of my paradoxes, a little man hap- 
^< pening to enter the room, placed faimfelf in 
^* the box before me, and, after fome preliminary 
*' difcourfe, finding me to be a fcfaolar, drew out 
** a bundle of propofals, begging me to fubiicribe 
<* to a new edition he was going to give the 
^* world of Propertius, with notes. This demand 
** neceflarily produced a reply that I had no mo- 
-^'neyi and. that confeilion led him to enquire 
'< into the nature of my expectations* Finding 
<< diat my expe£l:ations were juft as great as my 
** purfe, I fee, cried he, you are unacquainted 
<< with the town, I'll teach you a part of it* Lbok 
'< at thefe propofals ; upon thefe very propofals 
<* I have fubfifted very comforubly for twelve 
** years. The moment a nobleman returns from 
-*' his travels, a Creolian arrives from Jamaica, or 
<< a Dowager from her country*feat, I (Irike for a 
'^^ fubfcriptioh. I firft befiege their hearts with 
^ flattery, and then pour in my propolals at the 

•* breach* 
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^ breach* Jf they fubfcribe readily the firft tjme;* 
<< I renew my requeft to beg a dedication-fee. 
^ If they let me have that, I fmite them once 
«* more for engraving their coat of arms at the 
<* top* Thus, continued he, I live by vanity j^ and 
** laugh at it. But between ourfelvesj I am now 
^ too well .known; I (hould be glad to borrow 
** your face a bit : a nobleman of diftindion has 
^ juft returned from Italy ; my face is familiar 
<< to his porter ; but if you bring this copy of ver- 
'* fcB| my life for it you fucceed, and we divide 
♦« the fpoil.*' 

«* Blefs us, George," cried I, ** and is this the 
'' employment of poets now ! , Do men of their 
*' exalted talents thus ftoop to beggary ! Can 
'< ttfey fo far difgrace their calling, as to make a 
•* vile traffick of praife for bread ?*' 

•• O no, Sir," returned he j "a true poet can 
•« never be fo bafe ; for, whereiier there is genius, 
<^ there is pride. The creatures I now defcribe, 
'< are only beggars in rhyme. The real poet, as 
*^ he braves every hardfiiip for fame, fo he is e- 
*^ qually a coward to contempt^ and none but 
'^ thofe who are unworthy prote£lion, condefcend 
« to folicit it. 

** Having a mind too proud to ftoop to fuch* 
^* indignities, and yet 1& fortune too humble to 
^ hazard a fecond attempt for fame, I was ^ow 
<< obliged to take a middle courfe, and write for 
*' bread. But I was unqualified for a profeJBon 
*< where mere induftry alone wasjo enfurc fuccefs. 
5< I could not fupprefs my lurking paffion for ap- 

" plaufe J 
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^ pl^ufei but ufoadly confumed that. time in cf* 
^' forts after excellence, which takes up but little 
** room, when it {h9iijid have been more advanta- 
*^ geoufly employed in the diffiifive productions 
•• of fruitful modiocrity. My little piece would 
*' therefore come forcb, in the mift, of periodical 
** publication, unnoticed and unknown* The 
^ publick were more importantly employed, than 
** to obferve the eafy fimplicity of my ftylc, or 
*' the harmony of my .periQ48* Sheet after (heet 
** was thrown off to oblivion. My efTays were 
*^ buried among the efTays upon liberty, eaftern 
** tales, and cures for tbc bite of a mad-dog ; 
*^ while Philautos, Philalethes, Fhilelutheros^ 
^^ and Philanthropos, all wrote better, becaufe 
** they wrote fatter than L 

" Now, . therefore, I began to aifociate with 
*' none but difappointed authors like myfelf^ 
'< who praifed^ deplored, and defpifed each other. 
** The fatisfaftion we found in every celebrated 
'' writec'^ attempts, was inverfely as their merits. 
<^ I found that no genius in another could pleafe 
/' me. My unfortunate paradoxes had entirely 
^* dried up that fource pi comfort. I could nei« 
<* ther read nor write with fatisfaftionj for fex- 
.^< cellence in another was my averfioui and writ* 
** ing was my trad^. 

^' In the midtt of thefe gloomy refie£tionSt as 
<< I was one day fitting on a bench in St. Jameses 
*^ Park, a youn^ gentleman of dift|n£tion, who 
<< had been my intimate acquaintance at the uni« 

VoL.IL , G . . «Tcrfity, 



to THE VIC AR^ OP 

**TcrRty, approacKcd mc. v Wc Iklufed eacB 
** other ^ith foftie hefitation $ he almoft afhamed 
*< of being known to one who made fo ihabby 
*< an appearance, and I afraid of a repulfe. But 
** my fufpicions foon vaniflied ; for Ned Thorn- 
"hill was at the' bottom a very good-natured fel- 
^Mow,- ' 

^^ What did you fay, George ?^ interrupted I, 
" Thornhill, was not that his name ? It can cer- 
" tainly be ho other than my landlord.** *' Blefs 
•^ me,** cried Mrs. Arnold, « is Mr, Thornhill 
** fo neara neighbour of yours 4 He has long 
^' been a friend in our family, and we cxpcft a 
'«* vifit from him fhortly." 

** My friend's fir ft care,*' continued my fon, 
«*.wa8, to alter my appearance by a very fine fuit 
<^ of his own clothes, knd then I was admitted 
'<* to his tabled upon the footing of half friend, 
«< half underling. ' My bnfinefs ivzs to attend him 
«« at auffions,' to 'put him in fpirits wheii he fat 
** for his pifture, to take the left hand in his cha- 
<< riot when not filled by another, and to af&il at 
«« tattering a kip, as the phrafc was, when we 
<• had. a mind for a frolick. Befides thefe, I had 
*f twentjr other little employmcriti in the family. 
'<^"I was td do many fmall things without bid- 
•* ding i to carry the cork-fcrew j to ftand godfa- 
♦* ther to all Ihc butler's childitn ; to ling whin I 
€i was bid ;' to be never out of humour ; always 
i<to be humblej^ and, if I i^ould, to be very 

Chappy. • ; - : 
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^ In this honourable poft, howcrcr, I was not 
** without a rivals A captain of marines, who 
"** was formed for the pface by nature, oppefed 
^* me in my patron's affe£iions. His mother 
*< had been laundrefs to a man of quality, and 
<* thus he early acquired a tafte for pimping and 
^* pedigree. As this gentleman made it the 
^' ftudy of his life to be acquainted with lords, 
*' though he was difmifled from feveral for his 
^* ftupidity, yet he found many of them, who 
^^ were as dull as himfelf, that permitted his affi«* 
•' duities. As flattery was his trade^ he pradifed 
^* it with the eafieft addrefs imaginable j but it 
** came awkward and (lifFfrom me : and as, every 
•* day, 'my patron's defire of flattery increafed ( 
*^ fo, every hour, being better acquainted with his^ 
** dcfcfts, I became more unwilling to give it. 
** Thus I was once more fairly going to give up 
*^ the field to the Captain, when my friend found 
f< occaGon for my aflifiahce. This was nothing 
•* lefs than to fight a duel for him, with a gen- 
** tieman whofe fitter it was pretended he had 
•* ufed ill. I readily complied with hisrequcllj 
•'and though I fee you are (lifpleafed at my 
*' cohduf):, yet as it was a debt indifpenfibly due 
"** to friendfiiip, I could not rcfufe. I undertook 
•* the aff^air, difarmed my antagonift, and foon 
•* after had the pleafure of finding that the lady 
«* was only a woman of the town, and the fellow 
«* her bully and a (harper. This piece of ferviqe 
•** was rcpaicf with the warmeft profeffions of gra* 
^ titude i but as my friend was to leave town in 

Ga <*afcw 
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" a few days, he knew no other method of {krr^ 

<< ing me, but by recommending me to his uncle 

•< Sir William ThomhilU and another noblemam 

** of great diftinAion, who enjqyed a poft under 

«< the government. When he was gone, my firft 

'*< care was to carry his recommendatory lettqr 

** to his ttncle> a man whofe charadier for every 

«* virtue was univerfal, yet juft. I was received 

, << by his feryants with the moft hofgitable fmiles; 

« for the looks of the domefticks ever tranfmit 

<« their mailer's benevolence. Being (hown into 

•* a grand apartment, where Sir William foon 

<« came to me, I delivered my mefiage and letter, 

•< which lie, read} and after paufing fome minutes, 

'< Pray, Sir, cried he, inform me what you have 

<< done for my kinfman, to deferve this warm re- 

** commendation ? But I fuppofe. Sir, I guefs 

.«< your meriis, you have fought for him ; and 

•ifo you would expcd a reward from me, for 

. «< being the inftrument of his vices. I wifii, 
** fincerely wifh, that my prefent refufal may be 
<< fome puniQiment for your guilt ^ but ^ill 
« more, that it may be fome inducement to your 

, « repentance. The feverity of |his rebuke 1 bore 
« patiently, becaufe I knew it was juft. My 
« whole expe£tations now, therefore, lay in my 

j< letter to the great man. As the doors ot the 
«< nobility are almoft ever befet with beggars, all 
« ready to thruft in fome fly petition, I found it . 
<« no eafy matter to gain admittance. However^ 
** after bribing the fervants with, half my worldly 

"fortune. 
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'* fortune, I was at lad (hown into a fpacious 
<^ apartment, my letter being previoufly fent up 
^< for his Lordfhip's infpeJUon* During this an- 
'* zioas interval, I had full time to look round 
«< me. Every thing was grand, and of happy 
<< contrivance ; the, paintings, the furniture, the 
*• gildings, petrified me with awe, and raifed my 
** idea of the owner. Ah ! thought I to myfclf, 
^< how very great maft the poflTeflbr of all thefe 
** things be, who carries in his head the bufinefs 
** of the ftate, and wbofe houfe difplays half the 
wealth of a kingdom : fure his genius muft be 
unfathomable ! During thefe awful reflections, 
** i heard a ftep come heavily forward. Ah ! this 
^ i^ the great man hi mfelf! No, it was only a 
<^ chambermaid. Another foot was heard foon 
<< after. This muft be He 1 No, it was only 
** the great man's valet-de-chambre. At laft his 
^* Lordlhip adually made his ajqiearance. Are 
** you, cried he, the bearer of this here letter ? 
** I anfwered with a- bow. I learn by this, con- 
**^ tinned he, as how that-^— But juft at this 
'<' inftant a fervant delivered him a card, and 
** without taking farther notice, he went out of 
« the'room, and left me to digeft my own hap«* 
<< pinef^ at leifure. I faw no more of him, till 
^ told by a footman, that his Lord(hip was going 
^ to his coach at the door. Down I immediate- 
« ly followed, and, joined my voice to that i>f 
«< three or four more, who came, like me, to pe- ' 
«« titioft for favours. His Lordfhip, however, 
^ went too faft for us, and was gaining his cha- 

G 3 " riot' 
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'< riot-door with large flrides, iivben I bsdlooed 
** out to know if I w as to have any reply. He 
*i was by this time got in, and muttered an an- 
** {wtf, (lalf of which only I heard, the other bal£ 
** was loft in the rattling of his chariot-wheels. 
^ I ftood for fome time with my neck (Iretqhed 
^ out, in the pofture of one that was liftening to 
*^ catch the glorious founds, till, looking round 
^ me, I found myfelf alone at bis Lordihip'a 
«« gate* 

** My patience,^' continued my fon, ** was now 

•* quite exhaufted : ftung with the thoufand in* 

*< dignities I had met withy I was willing to cad 

** myfelf away» and only wanted thd gulph to re- 

'* ceive me. I regarded myfelf as one of thofo 

<* vile things that nature defigned fhould be 

^ thrown by into her lumber-room, there to pe« 

*< rifli in obfcurity. I had ftill, however, half a 

^^ guinea left, and of that I thought fortune her- 

t* felf (hould not deprive me : but in order to be 

** fure of this, I was refolved to go inftantly and 

** fpend it while I had it, and then truft to occur- 

<< rences for the reft. As I was going along with 

<< this refolution. It happened that Mr* Crifpe's 

" office fecmcd invitingly open to give me a 

<< welcome reception^ In this office Mr. Crjfpe 

« kindly ofFers all his Majefly's fubje£is a gene- 

«* rous promife of thirty- pounds a year ; for 

<* which promife, all they give in return is their 

*' liberty for life, and permiffion to let him tranf-- 

** port them to America as flaves. I was happy 

*< at finding a place where I could lofe my fear^- 

« ia 
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*« in 4efperatipn, and cnlerfd this cdJ (for it bad 
'< the. appeaiaacc of one) with thjc djcvotion of 
** a monaftick. Here I found a number of poor 
«« creatures all ^n circumftances like myfelf» 
•* expe&ing the arrival of Mr. Crifpe, prefent- 
** jug a true epitome of Engliih impatience. 
f* E^i^h untraceable foul, at variance with For* 
** tune, wreaked her injuries on their own hearts ; 
** but Mr. Crifpe at lafl: came down, and all our 
** murmurs were hufhed. He deigned to regard 
*' me with an air of peculiar approbation ; and 
** indeed he .was the firfl man, who, for a month 
^* pa(t, talked to me with fmiles. After a few 
«* queilions,. he' found I was fit for every thing 
<* ih the world. He paufed a while upon the 
/* properefl means of providing for me j and flap- 
** ping his forehead as if he had found it, aiTur- 
** ed me^ that there was at that time an embaCy 
^* talked of, from the fynod pf Penfylvania to. 
<< the Chickafaw Indian^ and that he would ufe 
** his intereft to get me made fecret^ry. I knew 
«< in. my own faeart that the fellow lied, and yet 
** his promife gave me pleafure, there was fome*. 
** thing fo magnificent in the found. I fairly, 
<^ therefore, divided my half-guinea, one half of 
** which went to be added to his thirty thoufand 
<< pottn4a» aiid with the other half I refolved to 
*Vgo to the next tavern, to be there more happy 
** than he. 

y As I was going out with that refolution, I 

**^ was n^et at the door by the captain of a ihip> 

l^ wi^h whom I had formerly fome little acquaint- 
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•* ance, and he agreM to' be my companion over 
*' a bowl of punch. As 1 ncrver chofe to make a 
** fecret of my circumftances, he aflured me, that 
*• I wais upon the very point of ruin, in lifteriing 
** to the office- keeper's promifes ; for that he only 
*' defigned to fell me to the plantations. But, 
" continued he, I fancy you might, by a much 
" fhorter voyage, be very eafily put into a gen- 
*; tccl way of bread. Take my advice. My 
f * fliip fails to-morrow for Amfterdam : What if 
" you go in her as a paffenger ? The moment you 
f< land, all you have to do is to teach the Dutch- 
'« men Englifli, and Pll warrant you'H get pupils 
** and money enough. I fuppofe you underftand 
" Engliih, added he, by this time, or the ducc 
*' is in it. I confidently aflured him of that j but 
*f txpreflcd a doubt whether the Dutch would be 
** willing to learn Englifli. -Hfe affirmed with an 
^^ oath, that they were fond of it to diftradiion ; 
** and upon that affirmation I agreed with his 
" propbfal, apd embarked the next day, to teach 
*«thc Dutch Englifli in Holland, The wind 
*< was fair, our voyage fliort, and, after having 
'^paid'^my paflage with half my moveables, I 
** found myfelf, fallen as from the flcics, a ftran- 
<* ger in one of the prindpal ftreets of Amfter- 
** dam. In this fituation, I was unwiHing to let 
** any time pafs unemployed in teaching ; I ad- 
** drefled myfclf therefore to two or three of chofe 
f* I met, whdfe appearance feemed^ moft promif- 
*« ing'; but it was impoiltble to make ourfehves 
« mutually underftood. It was not till this very 
t ' » " moment 
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•• moment I recollected, that, in order to teach 
«* Dutchmen Englifli, it was ncccflary that they 
" (hould firft teach me Dutch. How I came to 
«« ovedook fo obvious an objeftion, is to me a- 
<« mazing; but certain it is I overlooked it. 
<* This fcbeme thus blown up, I had fomc 
thoughts of fairly (hipping back to England a- 
gain ; but happening into company with an Iriih 
** Undent, who was returning from Lou vain, our 
^ converfation turning upon topicks of literature, 
" (for1>y the way it may be ohierved, that I al- 
** ways forgot the meannefs of my circumftances 
«« when I could convcrfeuponfuchfufejeds), from 
^ him I learned, that there were not two men in 
^ his whole univerfity who underftobd Greek. 
^ This amazed me. I inftantly refolved to travel 
*^ to Louvain, and there live by. teaching Greek \ 
^ and in this^ defign I was heartened by my bro* 
«« ther ftudent, who threw out fome hints that a 
<< fortune might be got by it. 

<< I fet boldly forward the next morning. E- 
<< very day leflened the burden of my moveables, 
<< like aSXop and his baiket of bread } for I paid 
«« them for my lodgings to the Dutch as I tra- 
^ veiled on. When I came to Louvain, I was 
<< refolved not to go fneaking to the lower pro* 
^< fdTors, but openly tdidered my talents to the 
^ principal himfelf. I went, had admittance, 
«« and offered him my fervice as a mafter' of the 
'4< Greek language, which I had been told was a 
«< defideratum in his univerfity. The principal 
^ feemed at firft to doubt of my abilities \ but 
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<« of thcfc I offered to- convince him, by turn* 
** ing a part of any Greek author he (hould fix 
*< upon into Latni. Finding- me perfe&ly earneft^ 
<< in my propofal, he addreiTed methns : ** Tpu fee 
<< me, young man, continued he, I never learn* 
<< ed Greek, and I don^t find that I have: ever 
<• roiiled it. I have had a do&or's cap and gown* 
•< without Greek ; I have ten thoufand florins a« 
<• year without Greek ^ I eat heartily without 
** Greek : and in ibort, continued be, as I don^t 
<< know Greeks I do not believe there is any good 
V in it." 

** I was now too far from home to think of 

«< returning ^ fo I refolved to go forward. I h^d 

** fome knowledge of mufick, with a tolerable 

*^ voice, and now turned what was once my a« 

<< mufement into a prefent means of fubllft<« 

** ence. I pafied among the harmlefs peafant» 

<< of jFlanders, and anK>Bg fuch of the French a» 

« were poor enough to be very merry ^ for I e«» 

•^ ver found them fpiightly in proportion to their 

« wants. Whenever I approached a peafant^s 

^ houfe towards night-fall, I played one of my 

•< moft merry tunes, and that procured me not 

•< only a lodging, but fubfiftence for the next day^ 

<< I once or twice attempted to play for people 

M of fafbion; but they always thought my per« 

«< formance odious, and never rewarded me even 

•< with a trifle. This was to me the more extras 

** ordinary, as whenever I ufed, in better days,, to 

- •* phty for company, when playing was my amufe** 

M meot» my mufick never f^d to throw them intoi 

?* rapturesji 



?«- raptitrca,. and the ladies efpecfaiHy ; bittas it,\i'a«r 
V now my* only meane, it was received with con- 
*f tempt : a prooE haw ready the world is to undcr- 
** cate tbofe talents by which a man is fupported* 
. •^Jnthisimanajtr I proceeded to PariS) with 
'< no defign but juft to look aboat me, and then 
^< tocgD forward. The people of Paris ace mncb 
^ fender of ftrangers^^ that haTe money, than 
<^ of thpft that have, wit* As I could not boaft 
«< nnich of ^ther, I was no great favourite. Af- 
^'^ter walking about the town fbuc> or five days» 
f^znd feeing the outfides of the beit houfes^ 
«*^I waff pre|»rtag to leave this retreat of ve* 
^* oal hofpitality^ vrVctk, paffing through one o£ 
** the principal ftreets, wbom^ &o«ld I meet^ 
'* but our coufin,. to whom^ you firft recom* 
f ' meiided mc This* meeting wasi very agree*^ 
f* abbs to me,^ smd I heiieve not difpieafing to 
f* hini« He enquired isito the nature of my 
** jo)irsey.ta Paris,, and informed me of his owiv 
f^ bafincfe there,, which was ta colled pi&urcs^ 
^^medalai, iatagUos^ and antiiques of all kinds^ 
^* fos a geatlemaorin London, who had juft ftept 
<« into tafie and adaige fortune. 1 was the more 
f^ imtfphd at feeing oar coafin pitched upon for 
lathis office^ as be him&lf had often afiured me^ 
^. he knew nothing of the matter. Upon aiking 
P how tvB had been tajogfat the art of a conno*** 
f fcento-fi) very^ fuddenly, he aflVured me that nO'^ 
<« thing iv^more eiafy. The wbole fecret con- 
«* fi (ted in a Arid adherence toi two rules: the 
f^ cine always to obferve^ that the pi^re might 

" have 
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^ have been better if the painter had taken mere 
<< pains J and the other, to praife the works of 
<*Pietro,Perugino. But, ^ys he, as I once 
M taught you how to be an author in London, 
<< I'll now undertake to inftruft you in the Art of 
** pi£^re«buying at Paris* 

<' With this propofai I very readUy dofed^ 
«< as it was a living \ and no# all my ambitioa was 
** to live. I went therefore to his lodgings, im- 
M proved my dreis by his aflEiftance, and, after 
^* fome time, accompanied . him to au^lions of 
*^ pi&ures, where the EnglHh gen^y were ex« 
** pe£ted to be purchalers. I was not a Uttlc (nr* 
** prifed at his intimacy with peofde oi the beft 
** fafhion, who referred themfdves to. his judge* 
** ment upon every pifture or niedal, as to an un* 
«< erring ftandard of tafte* He made very good 
** ufe of my aiEftance upon tbefe occafions; for, 
<c when a&ed his opinion, he. would gravely take 
** me afide> and aik mii^, flirug, look wife, re- 
** turn and aJBTure the company, that he could 
** give no opinion up<m an affair^f ib much im* 
** portance* Tet, there was fometimeS an ooca* 

\ <* (ion for a more fupported aflitraHce. I remem- 
'* her to have feen. him,* after giving his opinion 
'< that the colouring of a piAure was not mellow 
<< enough, very deliberately take a brufh widi 
** brown varnifh that was accidentally lying by^ 
<^ and rub it over the piece with great oompofure 
** before all the company, and then 9ik% if he bad 

^** itot improved the tiiits i 
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<' When he had finiflied his commiffion in 
** Paris» he left me fttongly recommended to fc- 
•^ veral men of diftin£iion» as 9 pcrfon veiy pro- 
^' per for a travelling tutor : and, after fome ' 
*' time, I wa8 employed in that capacity by n 
** gentleman who iMroaght his ward to Paris, if^ 
** order to fet him forward on his tour through - 
*^ Europe. I was to be the young gentleman's 
*' governor, but with a prorifo, that he ihould 
*!, always be : permitted to govern himfelf. My 
*^ pui^, in fa€l, underftood the art of guiding, in * 
f * money concerns, much better than I. tie was 
^^ heir taa fortune of about two. hnndred- dioo* 
'* £iad pounds^ left him by an nnele in the WeA« 
^< Indies ; and his guardians, to qusuify him 
^' for . the management of it, bad bound him ^ 
^' apprentice to an attorney. Thus, avarice was 
'^ his prevailing paflkm : all his queftions ink 
f * the lOad, Were, how money might be (aved | N 
'< which was the leaft expenfive courfe of travel 1 
** whetber any thing could be bought that would 
** turn to account when diibofed of again in - 
^< London. Such curiofities on the way as could 
^^ be feen for nothing, he was ready enough to. 
** look at ; but if the fight of them was to be paid 
■** for, he ufually aflerted, that be had been told 
•• they were not worth feeing. He never paid 
^ a bill, that he would not obferve, how amas- 
*^ ingly expenfive travelling was ; and all tbis^ 
•<« though he was not yet twenty-one. When 
M arrived at LegKprn, as we took a walk to look 
^ at the port and ibippingi he enquired the ez« 

" fence 
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•* pence of the paffage by fca hoame to England*. 
'^.This, be was informedi was but a trifle, com* 
<< pared to his returning by land ; be was, there- 
*< fore, unable to withftsmd the temptation ; {o^ 
*^ paying me the fmali part of my fahry that was 
*' due, he took leave, and embarked with only 
^< one attendant for London* 

*< I now, therefore, was left once more upon 
^< the world at large ; but then it was a thing t 
*< ^as ufed to. {ioweyer, my ikill in mufick could 
^ affail me nothing, in a country vhereerery pea- 
^ fant was a better mufician than I \ but, by thti 
^ time, I had acquired another talenr, whieb an* 
^ fwered my pnrpofe as well, and this was a ikilt 
^^ in difputation. In all the foreign univerflties. 
*^ and convents, there are, bpon certain days, phi* 
^ lofophical thefes maintained againll every ad- 
^* ventitious'difputant ; for whidb, if the cham- 
<^ pion oppofes with any dexterity, he can claim. 
'* a gratuity in money, a dinner, and a bed for one 
<< night. In this nninner, therefore, I fought 
*< my way towards England, walked along from 
*< city to city, examined mankind more nearly^ 
<* and, if I may fo exprefs it, faw both fides of 
<< the piAure. My remarks, however, are but 
<^ few. I fotmd that monarchy was the heft go« 
<< vernment for the poor to live in, and common- 
«< wealths for the rich. I found that riches, itl 
#< general, were, in every country, another nam^ 
^ for freedom ; and that tio inan is fo fond of 
^ liberty himfelfi as not to be defirous of fubje£i« 
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'^ ing the will of fome individuals in fociety to 
" his owm 

•* Upon my arrival in England, I rcfolvcd to 
*< pay my rcfpe£ls firft to you, and then to enlift 
** a^ a volunteer in the firft expedition that waa 
** going forward; but, on my journey down, my 
^< refolutions were changed, by meeting an did aee 
<< quaintance, who^ I found, belonged to a com« 
<* pany of comedians, that were going to make a 
'< Summer campaign in the country. The com* 
<* paoy feemed not much to difapprove of me for 
^* an aflbciate. They all, however^ apprifed mc 
*^ -of the importance of the talk at which laimed i 
** that the publick was a maoy^headed monfter^ . 
*' aiuTthat only fuch as had very good heads could 
<< pleafe it : that a£Hng was not to be learned in a 
*' day: and that, without fome traditional fhrngs^ 
^^ which had been on the ftage, and only on the 
<* fiage^ thefe hundred ^ ears, I could never pre^ 
<* tend to pleafe. The next difficulty vras ia 
<* 'fitting me with parts, as almoft every charac* 
<< ter was in keeping, i was driven, for ibme 
<< time, from one chara£ier to another, till at laft 
' ^' Horatio was fixed upon,^ whiich the prefence of 
<^ the prefent company has happily hindered me^ 
** from a£iing." 
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Thejbcrt'cwitinuatue offirtendftfip among Jl the vichm, 
which is coeval only with mutual fatisfaBion. 

ISJi Y fon's account was too long to be deliver- 
cd at once; the firft part of it was begun 
. that niglit, and he was concluding the reft after 
dinner the next day, when the appearance of Mr. 
Thomhiirs equipage at the door feemed to make 
a paufe in the general iatisfa^iion. The butler, 
who was now become my friend in the family, 
informed me with a whi4>cr, that the Squire had 
already made fome overtures to Mifs Wilmot, 
and that her aunt and uncle feemed highly, to ap- 
prove the match. Upon Mr. ThomhilPs. enter- 
ing, he feemed, at feeing my fdn and me, to ftart 
back} but I readily imputed that to furprke^ 

' andnot difpleafure. However, upon our advan- 
cing to falute him, he returned our greeting with 
the moft apparent candour ; and, after a ihort 
time, his prefencc ferved only to increafe the ge« 
neral good humour. ^ 

. After tea he called hie afide, to enquire af- 
ter my daughter; hilt upon my informing him 
that my enquiry was unfuccefsful, hefeemed great- 
ly furprifed; adding, that he had been fince 

^ frequently at my houfe, in order to comfort the 
reft of my family, whom he left perfedly well. 
He then afted if I had communicated her mif« 
fortune to Mifs Wilmot^ or my fpn ; and upon 

my 



WAKEFIELD. 2$ 

tnj rtplying that I had not told them as yet, he 
greatly approi^d my prudence and precaution, 
deCring me by all means to keep it a fccret : 
•« For, at beft," cried he, *« it is but divulging 
•* one's own infamy j and perhaps Mifs Livy 
" may not be Co guilty as we all imagine." We 
were here interrupted by a fervant who came 
to a(k the Squire in, to ftand up at country-dan- 
ces 5 fo that he left me quite pleafed with the 
intereft he feemed to take in my concerns. His 
addreffes, however, to Mifs Wilmot, were too 
obvi«>us to be miftaken ; and yet (he' feemed not 
perfeftly pleafed, bui bore them rather in com- 
plianx^e to the will of her aunt, than from real in- 
clination. I had even the fatisfaftion to fee her 
lavifli fome kind looks upon my unfortunate fon, 
which the other could neither extort by his for- 
tune nor affi()uity. Mr. Thornhitl's feeming 
compofure, however, not a little furprifed me : 
we had now continued here a week, at the pref- 
fing inflances of Mr. Arnold; but each day the 
more tendemefs Mifs Wilmot (howed my fon, 
Mr. ThornhilPs friendfliip (cemed proportionably 
to increafe for him. 

He had formerly made us the moft kind aflu- 
ranees of ufing his intereft to ferve the family ;. 
but now his generofity was not confined to pro* 
mifes alone. The morning I defigned for my de- 
parture, Mr. Thomhill came to me with looks of 
real pleafure, to inform me of a piece of fervice 
he had done for his friend George. This was 
nothing lefs than his having procured bint 

an 
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9n enfign'a Gofniniffioii io>one*of the regimetit^ 
that was going to the Weft Indies^ for which he 
had promifed but one hundred pounds, bis in- 
lereft having beeti fufficient to get an abatement 
of the other two. *^ As for this trifling piece of 
*• fervice/' continued the young gentleman, " I 
** defire no other reward but the pleafure of bav* 
** ing ferved my friend ; and as for the hundred 
'* pounds to be paid, if you are unable to raife 
** it yourfelves, I will advance it, and you (hall 
** repay me at your leifurc." This was a favour 
we wanted words to exprefs -our fenfe of : I rea- 
dily, therefore, gave my bond for the money, and ' 
teftified as much gratitude as if I never intended 
to pay. 

George was to depart for town the next day» 
to fecure his commiffion, in purfuance of his ge- 
nerous patron's direftions, who judged it highly 
expedient to ufe difpatch, left, in the meantime, 
asiecher fliiould ftep in with more advantageous 
propofals* The next morning, therefore^ our 
young fpldier was early prepared for his depar- 
ture, and feemed the only perfon among us that 
was not affe&ed by it. Neither the fatiguea and 
dangers he was going to encounter, nor the 
friends and miftrds (for Mifs Wiimot a&ually 
loved him) he wa»lefiving behind, any way damp* 
ed his fpjrits* After he had taken leave of the 
reft of the company, I gave him all I had, my 
bleffing. " And now,. my hoy," cried I, ** thou 
^< art going to fight for thy country ; remember 
^^ how thy brave grandfather fought for his fa- 

** cred 
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^ cred king, when loyalty among Britons "wzs a 
'' virtue. Go> my boy^ and imitate him in all 
'' but his misfprtunes, if it was a misfortune to 
*' die with Lord Falkland. Go, my boy, and 
** if you fall, though diftant, expofed and unwept 
*' by thofe that love you, the moft precious tears 
** are thofe with which heaven bedews the un* 
** buried head of a foldicr.'* 

The next morning I took leave of the good fa- 
mily, that had b^en kind enough to entertain mc 
fo long, not without feveral exprefHons of grati-* 
tude to Mr. Thornhill for his late bounty. I left 
them in the enjoyment of all that happinefs which 
affluence and good breeding procure, and return<« 
ed towards home, defpairing of ever finding my 
daughter mpre, but fending a figh to heaven to 
fpare and to forgive her. I was now come with* 
in about twenty miles of hoihe, having hired an 
horfe to carry me, as I was yet but weak, and 
comforted .myfelf with the hopes of foon feeing 
all I held deareft upon earth. But the night 
coming on, I put up at a Hide publick-houfe by^ 
the. road fide, and aJQced for the landlord's com«« 
pany over a* pint of wine. We fat befide hi» 
kitchen fire, which was the beft room in the> 
houfe, and chatted on politicks and the news o£ 
the country. We happened, among other to^* 
picks, to talk of young Squire Thornhill, whom tho 
hbft afiured me, was hated as much as his uncle Sir 
William, who foriietimes came down to the coun«» 
try, was loved. He went on to obferve, that he 
made it his whole ftudy to betray the daughters 

o£ 
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of fuch as received him to their houfes, and af- 
ter a fortnight or three weeks pofleffion, turn- 
ed them out unrewarded and abandoned to the 
J»^rld. As we cbntinued our difcourfe in this 
manner, his wife, who had been out to get 
change, returned, andperceivitig that her hufband 
^as enjoying a pleafure in which flic was not a 
(barer, flic aflced him, in an angry tone, what he 
did there ? To which he only replied in an ironi- 
cal way, by drinking her health. " Mr. Sym- 
" monds,'* cried fhe, " you'ufe me very ill, and 
" ril bear it no longer. Here three parts of the 
** bufinefs is left for me to do, ind the fourth 
•* left unfiniftied, while you do nothing but foak 
** with the guefts all day long; whereas,. if a 
** fpoonful of liquor were to cure me of a fever, I 
** never touch a drop." I now found what (he 
would be at, and immediately poured her out a 
glafs, which flie received with a courtefy, and 
drinking towards my good health, *« Sir,** re^ 
fumed (he, " it is not fo^ much for the value of 
** the liquor I am angry ; but one cannot help it, 
•* when the houfe is going out of the windows. 
•* If the ciiftomers or guefts are to b^ dunned, all 
** the burden lies upon my back ; he*d as lief eat 
~« that glafs as budge after them himfelf. There 
•* now above flairs, we have a young woman 
" who has come to take up her lodgings here, 
^ and I don*t believe flie has got any money, by 
** her over-civility. I am certain flie is very flow 
^ of payment, and I wifli flie were put in mind 
« of it-"— .« What fignifics minding her ?'• 

V cried 
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cried the hoft ; "Jf flic be flow^ flic is furc."— - 
** I don't knovr that," replied the wife ; •• but 
" I know that I am fure {he has been here a fort* 
'< night) and we have not yet feen the crofs of her 

" money." *« I ftippofe, my dear,** cried he, 

** we fliall have it all in a lump."—" In ^ lump P' 
cried the other, *' I hope we may get it any way \ 
<* and that I am refolved we will this very nighty 
** or out flie tramps^ bag and baggage. " ■ 
** Confider, my dear," cried the hulband, ** flic 
^^ is a gentlewoman, and deferves more refpeO;.''-— > 
** As for the matter of that," returned the hoflefs^ 
*' gentle or fimple, out flic fliall pack with a 
" faflarara. Gentry may be. good things where 
** they take ; but, for my part, I never faw 
'^ muph good of them at. the fign of the Har« 
«'row." 

Thus faying, flie ran up a narrow flight pf fl:airs, 
that went from the kitchen to a room over-head ; 
and I foon perceived by the loudnefs of her voice, 
and the bittemefs^ of her reproaches, that no mo- 
ney was to be had from her lodger. I could hear 
her remonftrances very diflin£lly : " Out, I fay ;- 
<* pack out this moment ; tramp, thou infamous 
«* ftrumpet, or FU give thee a mark thou won't 
** be the better for this three months. What ! 
** you trumpery, to come and take up an honeft 
*' houfe, without crofs or coin to blefs yourfelf 
** with ; came along, I fay.* * ■ " O dear 
** Madam," cried the ftranger, ** pity me ; pity 
<^ a poor abandoned creature for one night, and 

f * death will foon do the reft." 1 inftantly 

knew 
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knew the voice of my poof ruined child, Oli- 
via. I flew to her refcue, while th^ woman was 
dragging her along by the hair, and I caught the 
dear forlorn wretch in my arms.——" Wcl- 
** come, any way welcome, my deareft loft one, 
^* my trcafure, to your poor old father*s bofom. 
«* Though the vicious forfake thee, there is yet 
** one in the world that will never forfake thee s 
*< though thou hadft ten thoufand crimes to an- 
" fwer for, he will forget them all.'*-— ^« O my 
«c Q^n dear" — for minutes (he could no more-t- 
•*' my own deareft good ifepa ! Ceuld angels be 
<« kinder !; hpw do I deferve fo much I The 
<< villain ! I hate him and myfelf,> to be a re- 
"proach' to fuch goodnefs. You can't for- 
" give me : I know you cannot/* — — •* Yes, 
« my child, from my heart I do forgive thee! 
" Only repent, and we both (hall yet be happy. 
« We fliall fee many pleafant days yet, my Oli- 

«c vja/' « Ah ! never, Sir, never. The reft 

** of my wretched life muft be infamy abroad, 
« and (ham^ at home. But, alas ! Papa, you 
«« look much paler*than you ufed to do. Could 
«< fuch^a thing as I am give you fo much uneaG- 
«« nefc ? Sure you have too much wifdom to take 

*• the miferies of my guilt upon yourfclf,** 

** Our wifdom, young woman,** replied I 

« Ah ! why fo cold a name, Papa ?" cried flie. 
" This is the firft time you ever called me by fo 
« cold a name.**—** I ^(k pardon, my darling," 
returned 1 5 ** Wt I was going to obfcrve, that 

•* wifdom 



WAKEFlteLD.^ jt 

^ vritiom makes but a flow defence againft trou* 
** ble, though at laft a fure one/* 

The landlady now returned, to know if we did 
not choofe a more genteel apartment ; to which 
aflcnting, we were ftown a room," where wc 
could converfe more freely. After we had talked 
ourfelves into fome degree of tranquillity, 1 could 
toot avoid defiring fome account of the gradations 
that led to her prefent wretched fituation. " That 
«*^ villain, Sir/* faid flie, "from the firft day of 
^* our meetings made me honourable, though pri- 
^^ vate propofals.'* 

"Villain indeed r* cried I j " and yet, it in' 
"" fome meafure furprizes me, how a perfon of 
** Mr. Biirchell's good fenfe, and feeming honour, 
*' could be guilty of fuch deliberate bafenefs, and 
•* thus ftep into a family to undo it.*' 

** My dear Papa,** returned my daughter, 

•* you labour under a ftrangjc miftake ; Mr. Bur- 

" chell never attempted to dec^eiveme. Inftea4 

*' of that, he took every opportunity of private* 

** ly admonifhing me againft the artifices of Mr. 

•* Thornhill, who, I now find, was even worfe 

" than he reprefented him.*'—" Mr. Thornhill !'^ 

interrupted I ; " can it be ?** — ^" Yes, Sir,** re- 

'turned fhe ; "it was Mr. Thornhill who feduccd 

«^ me, who empfoyed the two ladies, as he called 

«* them, but who, in faft, were abandoned womert 

« of the town, without breeding or pity, to de- 

"coy. us up to, London. Their artifices, you 

•* may remember, would have certainly fucceed« 

:".ed, but for Ux. Burchell's letter, who direfted 

"thofc 
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^' thofe reproaches at them, which we all applied 
'* to ourfelves. How he came to have fo much 
*< influence as to defeat their intentions, ftill re- 
*'. mains a feeret to me^ but I am convinced he 
*' was ever ouf warmcft fincereft friend.** 

** You amaze me, my dear^* cried I j •' but 
** now I find my firft fufpicions of Mr. Thomhill's 
'* bafenefs were .too well-grounded : but he can 
*^ triumph' in fecurity $ for he is rich, and we are 
*' poor* But tell me, my child, fure it was no 
*< fmall temptation that could thus obliterate all 
" the impreflions of fuch an education, and fo 
** virtuous a difpofition as thine.** 

** Indeed, Sir,** replied flic, ** he owes all his 
^^ triumph to the defire I had of making him, and 
** not myfelf, happy. I knew that the ceremo- 
**' ny of our marriage^ which was privately per- 
•* formed by a Popifh pried, was no way binding, 
**< and that I had nothing to truft to but his ho- 
<* nour.** ** What,** interrupted I, ** and were 
*' you indeed married by a prieft, and in orders ?** 
** Indeed, Sir, we were,** replied (he, ** though 
'** we were both fworn to coxlceal his name.** — 
« Why, then, my child, come to my armsi again ; 
^^ and now you are a thoufand times more weU 
«< come than before ; for you are now his wife, 
*^ to all intents and purpofes j nor can all the 
** laws of man, though written upon tables of 
<< adamant, lefTen the force of that facred con- 
••neftion-** 

•* Alas, Papa," replied (he, ** you arc but lit-v 
f^ tlejicqudinted with his viUanies : he has been 

" married 
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** married alrea^yi by tht fime pricft, to fix or 
^* eight wiviqs more, whom, like me, he nas de*- 
"ccived and abandoned.'^ 

•• Has he fo ?" cried I ; •* then we muft hang 
*< the prieft, and you (hall inform againft him to- 
^f morrow."—" But, Sir," returned flie, " will 
** that be right, when I am fworn to fecrecy ?'*— • 
♦i My dear," I replied, " if you Jiave made fuch 
^< a promife, I cannot, nor will I tempt you to 
** break it. Even though it may benefit the pub* 
" lick, you muft not inform againft him. In all 
^^ human inftitutions, a fmaller evil is allowedj^ 
(^to procure a greater good} as in politicks, a' 
** province may be given away, to fecure a king-^ 
*f dom^; in .medicine, a limb may be lopt ofF, to 
** preferve the body. - But, in religion, the law 
*< is 'written, and inflexible, never to do evil. 
** And this law, my child^ is right : for, gther- 
*< wjfe, tf we commit a fmaller evil, to procure a 
<< greater good, certain guilt would be thus incur- 
*^ red, in 6xpe£bition of contingent advantage. 
<^ And though the advantage fliould certainly fol- 
*^ low, yet, the interval between commiflion and 
5< advatit^ge, which is allowed to be guilty, may 
5* be that in which we art called away to anfwer 
^ for the. things we have donci and the volume of 
<< ofhum^n anions is clofed for ever. But I in*> 
** terrupt you, my dear ; go on." . 

" The very next n^orning," continued fee, *' I 

<< found what little expe£tations I .was to have 

<« from his fincerity. That very m6ming,-he in* 

f^ troduced me to two' us^s^i^y women more, 

VojL.li. H *<whom, 
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^* wboiB«like mc, he had deceived, biit ^alfveS 
'fjo contented pcoftitution. I loved hhn ioa 
<' tenderly, to bear fucb rivals in hb zEkOionsf 
" and ftrave to iorget my infamy in a tumult of 
*^ pleafures* With, this viewt I danced, drefled, 
<< and talked i but ftiU was unhappy^ The 
«* gentlemen vho vifited there, told me, every 
*< moment, of the power of my charms $ and 
** this only contributed to increafe my me- 
** lancholy, a^i had thrown ail th^ir power quite 
«c away* Thus» each day I grew more penfive, 
** and he more iafolent, till at laft the monfter 
** had the affijrance to ofier me to a young Ba- 
** ronet of his acquaintance* Need I defcribe, 
*< Sir, how his ingrautude (lung me ? My an- 
^' fwer to this propofal, wa« almoft madhe& I 
** defired to part« As I was ^oiiig, be offered me 
'* a purfe I but I flung it at him with indignation, 
*' aiid burft from -him in z rage, that for a while 
f* kept note kifenfible of the miferies of my fitua- 
** tion* But I foon looked round me, and faw 
^ ioyfelf a vile, alged, guilty thing, without one 
^ friend in the wotld to apply to. 

*< Jtdl in that interval, a ftage-coach hdppen- 
^ iiig to pulaliy^ I took, a place, it being my on- 
«^ if aim to be driven ^ a diftance from a wretch 
^ I ddpifed tad detefted. I was fet down here, 
<< where, fince my arrival, my own anxiety, and 
«<' thia woman^r imlindnefs, have been my only 
li^ compaams^ The houf9 of pleaftire that I 
<* faaac poflSnl wid> my MammFa and fifter, now 
** amw nisiiDl w nt* Their forrows are rnnch^ 

* «but 
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'^'hatftii^at it gf eater than theirs; for mine is 
"** mited with gtah and ittfamy." 

*« Hare patience,- my child,** cried I, ** and 
•* I ikope things will yet be better. Take fomc 
*^ repofe to-night^ and to-morrow FU carry you 
^ bc^ine to your mother, and the reft of the fami- 
** ly, from Whom you will receive a kind rccep-; 
** tion. Poor woman^ this has gone to her 
V heart : but (he loves you ftill, Olivia, and will 
♦* forget it.** 
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'Offtnc^s are n^l^farioned^ where there is hife at 

. vottcfH* 

nnttE nf»t morning, I took my daughter be- 
^ hind me, and fet out on my return home. 
As we , tiravclled "along, I ftfoVe, by every per- 
juafioii, to calm her forroMr^ and fears, and to 
arm hdr with ireftJtrtion to bear the prefence pjf 
her offbnded mother. I tOok every opportunity, 
from the prbfpe£l of a fine country, through 
vhidh ^t pafled, to obfehre' how mucb kinder 
Heaven was to us, than we to each other \ and, 
that the misfortunes of Nature's makinig, were 
very few. I affured her, that flie {Hbiild neVef 
jjerceive any change in my affeiftidti^' ; arid that, 
during ttij life, which' yet might bfe long, ffic 
might depend upon a guardian and aii inftru£lor. 

Hi I armed 
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I aroicd her againd the cehfures of the world ^ 
ftiowed her, that books were fweet unreproachtng 
companions to the miferable ; and that, if they 
could hot bring us to enjoy Jifci they would .at 
lead teach us to endure it. 
, The hired horfe that we rode^ was to be put 
np that night at an inn. by the way, within about 
five miles from my houfe ; and, as I was willing 
to prepare my family for my daughter's reception^ 
I determined to leave her that night at the inn, 
and to return for her, accompanied by my daugh- 
ter Sophia, early the next morninj. It was night 
before we reached -our appointed ftage : howeyery 
after feeing her provided with a decent apart- 
inent, and having ordered the hoRefs to prepare 
proper refrefliments, I kifled her, and proceeded 
towards home. And now my heart caught n^w 
fenfations of pleafure, the nearer I iipproached 
that peaceful manfion. As a bird that had beeit 
frighted from its neft, my afFedions outwent my 
hafte, and hovered round my little fire-fide, with 
all the rapture of expe^ation. I called up the 
many fond things I had to fay, and anticipated 
the welcome I was to receive. I already felt my 
wife's tender embrace, and fmiled at the joy of 
itiy little ones. As I walked but flowly, the night 
waned apace. The labourers of the day were all 
retired to reft ; the lights were out in every cot- 
tage : no founds were heard, but of the (brilling 
cock, and the deep-mouthed watch-dog, at hollow 
.diftance. lapproached my little abodewith plca- 
Ittre^ and^ before I was within a furlong of the 

' _ place. 
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pliacCj our honeft maftiffxamc runnmg to welcome 
me. 

-. It was now- near tnid-night t^at I came to 
knock at my door : all was ftill and (ilent : my 
beart xlilated with inrutterable happinefs, when, 
to my amazement, I Taw the houfe burning out 
in a blaze of fire, and every aperture red with 
conflagration ! I gave - a loud convulfive aut^ 
eijf and fell upon the pavement infenfible. This 
alarmed my fon, who had till this been afleep -^ 
an^ be perceiving the flames, inftantly waked 
my wife and daughler, and alt running out, naked; 
and wild with apprehenfibni recalled me to life 
with their anguUh : but it was only to objeds of 
hew terror ; for the flames had, by this time, 
caught the roof of our dwelling, part after part 
continuing to fall in, while the family ftood, with 
filent agony, looking on as if they enjoyed the 
blaze. I gazed upon them and' upon it by turns, 
and then looked round me for my two little ones ^ 
•but they were not to be feen. •* O mifery ! 
^ where,*' cried T, *' where are my little ones ?" — 
** They are burnt to death in the flames,'* fays 
my wife calmly, ** and I will die with them.** 
That moment I heard the cry of the babes with- 
in,*who were juft awaked by the iire, and nothing^ 
could have ftopjped me. ** Where, where are 
** my children ?** cried I, rofliing through the 
flames, and burfting the door of the chamber in 
-^xrhicfa they were confined, " where ire my little 
*^ones?" — ** Here, dear Papa, here we are/* 
cried, they together^ while the flames' were juft 

H 3 catching 
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catching tbe bed where they lay* I qiught thecgi 
both in my arms, and fnatched them through the 
fire as' faft as poffible> while, juil as I was got 
out, the roof funk in. '* Nov,** cried Ij bplding 
up my children, ** now let the flames burn od^ 
'^ and all my pofleiBons periih. Here they sire $ 
** I have faved my tre^fure. Here, my dieareft^ 
^* here are our treafures, and wie (hall ye& be b^ 
'^ py." We kifled our little darlings a tboufau^^ 
times ; they <clafped us round the neck, an^ ieeni-. 
ed to (hare our tranfports, irhile their naotJu/tfT 
laughed and wept by turns. 

I now flood a calm fpe£la^or of (j>e fliU9e«.s 
and, after fome time, began to peneeive tbaffc my. 
arm, to the fhoulder, was fcorched hi ^ terrible 
manner. It was, therefore, out of my power to 
give my fon any af&ftance, either in atteapptiag 
to fave our goods, or preventing the flames 
fpreading to our com. By this time t^e peig^- 
bours were alarmed, and came running to .our 
afliftance j but all they could do, w^s to (lan4» 
like us, fpe£lators of the calamity* My gpods^ 
among which were the notes I had referved for 
my daughters fortunes, were entirely confumed, 
except a box, with fome papers, that flood in the 
kitchen, and two or three things more^ of lit^^ 
confequence, which my fon brought away ijn thjS: 
beginning. The neighbour^ conttibuteii, how- 
ever, what they could to lighten our diftreft* 
They brought us clothes, and furnifhed one of our 
out-houfes with kitchen utenfiis » fo that, by day-, 
light, we had another, though a wretched dweil- 
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Iiigf to letire to» My loneft next neighbomv 
and bis. childveiiy were not tkt kaft affidootis m 
}irovtding us wkb CTCiy thing neceffary, and of- 
^riiig whatev^ eonfolatioa tiiitiitored benevolence 
could fuggeft. 

When . the feaiv of my family bad fttbfided^ 
curioGtyto know the caiife of my long ftayi be- 
^an to take place : baTing, therefore^ informed' 
tbem of cvcTf particobr, I proceeded to prepare 
them for the rece^ttotiaf bar loft one; and, 
ifaougb we had nothing but wretcbednefs now to 
impart) I wais willing to procure her a welcome 
to what we bad* This tafic would have been 
•more difficult but fbr our recent calamity^ whicTi 
Jtad humbled my wife's pride, and blunted it by 
siore poignant afflictions* Being unable to go 
for ray poor child myfelf, as m^ arm grew very 
pamful, I fern my fon and daughter, who loon 
fetumed, fupporting* the wretched delinquent, 
who hadi^ not the courage to look up at her mo- 
ther, whom no inftru&ions of mine could per- 
(iiade to a perfed reconciliation ; for women have 
m much ftronger fenfe of female error than men. 
«* Ah, Madam,*' cried her mother, ** this is but 
** a poor place you are come to, after fo much 
*^ finery. My daughter Sophy and I can afford 
** but little entertainment to perfons who hare 
•* kept company only with people of diftin£kion. 
« Yes, Mifs Li?y, your poor father, and I, have 
M fuffered very much of late 5 but I hope heaven 
** will forgive you.*' During this reception, the 
unhappy vi£Um ftood pale and uembling, unable 

H4. to 



40 THE VICAR OF 

to W€ep9 or to reply ; but I xouU not continue a 
£lent ijpediator of ber dtftrefs : wherefore, afiam- 
ing a degree of fieverity in my voice and manner, 
which was ever fcrflowed with inftant fubmii&oii; 

- *' I entreat, woman, that my words may be now 
'* marked once for M : I have here brought you 
** back a poor deluded wanderer $ her return to 
'^ duty, demands the reriyal of our tendernefs. 
*^ The real hardlhips of Ufe are now coming faft 
^^ upon US} let u»not, therefore) increafe them, 
« by diflenfion among each other. If we live bar* 
*' monioufly together, we may yet be contented, 
" as ther^ are enough of us to (hut out the cen* 
*< furing world, ^and keep each other in conn- 
** tenance. The kindnefs of Heaven is promifed 

^ ** to the pepitent ; and let ours be direded by the 
** example. Heaven, we are aflured, is much 
** more plcafcd to view a repentant finner, than 
*^ ninety-nine pcrfons who have fuppojrted a courie 
*' of undeviating re^tude* And this is right ; 
" for that Cngle effort, by which we flop Ihort in 

* " the down-hill path to perdition, is itfelf , a 
" greater exertion of virtue, than an hundred a£U 
<*ofju(Uce," 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

None tut the guilty can be long and completely mifer^ 

able. 

OOME aiCduity was now rel^uired to make our 
prefent abode as convenient as poffible \ and 
"we were foon again qualified to enjoy our former 
ferenity. Being difabkd my/*elf from afllfling 
my fon in our ufual oqcupatioiis, I read to my 
family from the few books that were faved, and 
particularly from fuch^ as^ by amufing the ima- 
gination, contributed to eafe the heart. Our 
good neighbours} too, came every day with the 
kindeft condolence, and fixed a time in which 
they wefe all to aAift at repairing my former 
dwelling. Hcmeft farmer Williams was not lait 
among thefe vifitors ; but heartily offered his 
friendfhip. He would even have renewed'liis.ad^- 
drefTes to my daughter ; btit (he rejefted'them in 
fuch a manner, .as totally ^ repreiTed hi^ future fo- 
Ilcitations* Her g;:ief >feemed formed for conti-> 
nuing ; , and (he was the only perfon of our little- 
fociety . that a week- did not reflbre to cheerful^ 
nefs'. She now loft that- unblufhing innocence - 
which once taugh^t her ta refpedl hexfelf, and to 
feek pleafure by pleafing* Anxiety now had taken 
ftrong pofleifion of her mind ; her beauty began 
to be impaired with her conftitution, and neglefb 
ftill more- contributed to diminifh it. Every ten- 
der epithet, bellowed on her fiiler, brought a pan^ ^ 
Jtoharhcarri and a tear to her eye-, and as one; 

H 5 vice;^. 
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vice,' though cured, exer plants others where it^ 
has been, fo, her (brmer guilt, though driven out- 
by repentance, left'jealotffy and envy behind* I 
ftrove a thoufand ways to leflen hereare, and even 
forgot my own pain in a concern for hers, colled* 
ing fuch amufing paflages of hiftpry, as a ftrong 
memory and fome reading could fuggcft* '' OoT* 
** happinefs, my dear,** I would fay, ** is in the 
** power of one who can bring it about a thoufand 
•* unforefeen ways that n\ock our forefight. It 
•* example, be neceflary to prove this. III give 
** you a ftory, my child| told u$ by ^ grave^, 
** though, fometimes a romancing hiftorlan. 

** Matilda was married very young, to a Nea« 
'^ politan nobleman of tl^e firft <]ua|icy, and found' 
f* herfelf a widow and a mother at the age of fif- 
^* teen; As (he ftood one day cari^ffing her in- 
** fant fon in the open v^ihdow of an s^partment^ 
** which hung over the river Volturna, the chil<)> 
** with a fudden fpring, leaped from her arms in- 
'^ to the flood below, and difappeared in a mq» 
^* ment. The mother, ftmck with inftant fur- 
'* prize, and, making an effort to favip him, plun- 
" ged ip after : but, fs^r fropfi being abje to affift 
** the infant, (he herfelf, with great difiicultyi e- 
** fcaped to the oppolite (hofc, juft when fypikc 
^' Frtnch foldiera^ w^re pj^ndemig the country 
^* on that Gde> who immediately n^ade her their 
** prifoner. 

** As the war was then carried, on between the 
*\ French and Italians with ^he utmoft inhuman}- 
V ^7i ^^^ ^^^ gpiqg at once tp perpetrate thofh 

•*two 
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*^- two extremes, fuggefted by appetite and cruel* 
*^ ty. This bafe refolutton, however, was oppof* 
** cd by a young officer, who, though theirre- 
** treat, required the utmoft expedition, placed 
** her behind bim^ and brought her in fafety lo 
^' his native city. Her beauty at firfl caught his 
•* eye, her merit foon after his heart. They were 
** married j be rofi; to the hfgheft pofts 5 they 
** lived long together^ and weye happy. But the 
** fclicky of a foldier can never be called per- 
•* manent : after an interval of feveral years, the 
'* troops which he commanded having met with 
*^ a repulfe, he was obliged to take iKeher in the 
^ city where be had lived with his wife. Here 
^ they buffered a fiege, and tbe city at length w^s « 
^' taken. Few hiilories can produce roore.vari- 
** ous inilances of cruelty than, thofe which the 
^ French and Italians at that time exercifcd upoii< 
'* each, other* It was refolved'by the vidtors^, 
^ upon this occafion^ U^ put all the French pri- 
^foners to death, but particularly the husband , 
**^f tbe imfortunate Matilda^ as he was princi* 
*• pally, inftrument^l' in; protra^ilng the. fiege«- 
•* Their determinations were^ in general, execute 
^ ed^moft as foon as refolved upon. The cap- 
** tive foldier was kd foith, and the executioner,. 
^^ with his fword, ftood ready, while ^he fpe^a* 
** tors, in gjoomy filence, awaited the fatal blow,, 
•* wbicK was -only fufpcnded till thegpn^raj, wha • 
« prefided as judge, fkould give^the figna^L It: 
<« was in this interval of anguiihapkl expeftation^ 
5^ that Matilda cante m takeber laft laiewell of; 

**beri 
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" her httfband and deliverer*, deploring her tpretcfc* 
*• ed fituatioTij and the crnelty of fate, that had 
** faved'her from perifliing by a premature death 
" in the river Vol turna, to be the fpe£tator of ftilf 
^* greater calamities. The general, who waa z 
^* young roan, wa« ftruck-with furprize at her 
** beauty, and pity at her diftrefe ; but With ftill 
'* (Ironger. emotions, when he heard her mention 
*' her former dangers. He was her fon, the in- 
^< fant for whom (he had encountered fp much 
*' danger. He acknowledge'd her at once as fafs 
•' mother, and fell at her feet. The reft may be' 
** eafily fuppofed : the captive was fct free, and 
^* all the happinefs that love, friendship, and dii-w 
•* ty, could confer on each, were united.* 

In this manner I would attempt to amufe mj^ 
daughter i but (he liftened with divided atten- 
tion I for her own misfortunes engrofled all the 
pity (he once had for thofe of another, and no- 
thing gave her cafe. In company fhe dreaded 
contempt j and in folitude (he only found anxiety w 
Such was the colour of her wretchednefs, when 
we received certain inform atiooy that Mr. Thorns- 
hill was going to be. married td Mtfs Wilmot, for 
whom 1 always fufpe£W he had a real piaffion^ 
though he took every opportunity, before me, to 
exprefs his contempt, both of her perfon and for- 
tune. Thfs news only ferved to increafe poor 
Olivia's afiHdion; fuch a flagrant breach of fide- 
lity was more than her courage could fupport. I 
was refolved, however, to get more certain infor* 
matioi), and to defeati if pofliblej the completion 

of 
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of his defigns, by fending my fon to old Mr. "WiL* 
mot's, with in(lru£tions.to know the truth of the 
report, and to deliver Mifs Wilmot a letter, inti- 
mating Mr. Thornhill's condu£l^ in my familj;. 
My fon Ti'cnt^ in purfuance of my dire£lions^ an^i 
in three days returned, afTuring, us of. the trutji 
of the account ^ but that he had found it impof- 
Cblc to deliver the letter,, which he was thereforp • 
obliged to leave, as Mr.,ThornhiU and IVlifs Wil- 
mot were vifiting round, the -country. They wcrp 
to be married, he faid, in a few days, having, ap- 
peared together at church, the Sunday before hp 
was there, in great fplendour^, the bride attende/l 
by fix. young ladies, and he by as many gentle^- 
men. Their approaching riuptiali filled the whqlp 
country with rejoicing^, and they oifually rode out 
together in the grandeft equipage that had been 
fcen in the country for many' years.' All thfe 
friends of both families, he faid, were there, par- 
ticularly "the S'quircV uncle. Sir William Thora* 
bill, who bore fo good a charaflcr. He added, 
tbat nothing but mirth and feafting were going 
forward ; that all the country praifcd the young 
bride's beauty, and the bridegroom's fine perfon, 
and that they were linnienfely.fond of each other; 
concluding, that he could not help thinking MK 
Thornhill one of the moft happy men in the 
wojid. 

" Why, let him, if he can," returned L: " but, 

*• my fon, obferve this bed of flraw, and unflicl- 

<< tering roof ; thofe mouldipring walls, and hu^- 

■ f * inid floorV niy wretched body -thus dllabled by 

'■■ « fire. 
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^ firca dnd mj children weeping round me for 
^ bread : you have come homcj my child, to all 
" tbiiB : yet here, even here,, you fee a man that 
« would not for a tboufand worlds exchange: 
<' fituations. O my child ren, if you could but 
*' learn to commune with your own hearts, and- 
*^ know what noble company you can make them^ 
** you. would little regard the elegance and fplen- 
** dors of the worthlefs. Almoft all men have 
'< been taught to call life a pafTage, and them- 
•* felves the travellers. The fimilitude ftill may 
" be improved, when we obfervCj that the good 
« are joyful and' ferenc, like travellers that are 
" going towards home'; the wicked, but by in- 
*< terv^Ts bappy, like travellers that are going in- 
« to exile,** . 

My compaffion for my poor daughter, over- 
powered by this, newdifafter, interrupted what I^ 
bad farter to obferve, I bade her mother fup-^ 
port her^ and, aftex a ihort time, {he recovered. 
She appeared from that time, more calm, and, I^ 
ifnagined, bad gained a new degree of refcdution: 
but appearances deceived me, for her tranquillity, 
was the languor of over- wrought refentment. A 
fupply of provifions, charitably fent us by my^. 
kipd parifhiohers, feemed to^difFufe-iiewcheerfur- 
nefs amongft the reft of the family \ xior was I dif- 
p^eafed at feeing them, once more, ipjrightly and 
at eafe. I^ would have been unjtill to dainp their 
fatisfadiions, merely to condole with refolute me« 
lancholy, or to burden them with a fadnels they 
did Mt fecL. TJbuSj once morej^/the tale went. 
, rounds 



round, and thQ fong va$ demanded;^ and cheerful- 
nefs coadefcjciodei to hover round our little habi*. 



CHAP. XXIV; 

Frf/bjcalamitieSm^ 



'npHE next mornings the fiin arofe with' pecii*^-. 
"^ liar warmth for the feaftn } fo that we 9r 
greed to l>realLfaft together on th&hQneywfuckle 
bank : wbere^i while w€ fat, ipy youngeft daugh- 
ter, at my requeft, joined her voice to the con<». 
cert on the trec9 about us. It was in this place 
my poor Olivia flrft met her feducer, and everjr 
^ohje£l ferved to recal her fadaefs* But that me- 
lancholy which is excited.by ofije^ of pleafure^ 
or ini^ired by founds of harmony, foothes the 
heart, inftead of corroding it. Her mother too», 
v^aoR this occafion, felt a pleafing diflrefs, and> 
wept and lovcd;her daughter, as before. •* Do,. 
** my pretty Olivia,* cried (he, ** let pa have that 
•• little melancholy ai/ your papa was fo fond of j 
** your fift^r Sophy has already obliged us. Do, 
<<• child, it will pleafe your old father.*^ Sbe 
complied in ^ manner ib exquifitely pathetic^ as 
moved me :- 
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« 

" When lovely woman ftoops to follf ^ 
<' Atid finds too late that men betray, . 

^ What charm can foothe her melancholyj 
*' What art can wa(h her guilt away ? 

** The only art her. guilt to cover, 
•* To hide her fhame from cv'ry eye, . 

" To give repentance to her lover, 
** And wring his bofomf— is to die 






As (he was concluding the laftftanza, to wKich' 
an interruption in her voice,: from ibrrow, gave 
peculiar foftnefsj the appearance of Mr. Thom- 
bilFs equipage at a diftance alarmed us all, but 
particularly increafed the Uneafinefs of my eldeft 
daughter, who, defirous of ihunning her betrayer, 
returned to the boufe with her fifter. In a few 
minutes he was alighted from his chariot, , and, . 
making up to the place where I was ftill. fittings 
enquired after my health, with his ufual air of 
familiarity. •* Sir,** replied I, ** your prefent af- 
'* furance only ferves to aggravate the bafenefs of 
*' your chara^r ; and there was a time when I 
'^ wo^ild have chaftifed your iniblence, .for pre- 
^(timing thus. to appear before me. But now 
^* you are-fafe ; for. age has cooled my paffions, 
♦* and mycalling reftrains them.** 

** Lvow, my dear Sir/f returned he, •^I am- 
** amazed at all this 9 nor can I underftand what 
'' it means ! I hope you don*t think your daugh- 
** ter*s late excurlion with mc had any' thing crn- 
** a^4 in it ?** 
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*• Go,** cTifed I, " thou art a wretch, a* poor 
•• pitiful wretch, and every way a Iht ; but your 
•• meannefs fecures you from my anger ji— 
-•• Yet, Sir, I am defcended from a family that 
** wrald not have borne thtd ! And fo, thou vile 
<* tbingi to gfatify a momentary paiSon, thou haft 
<^ made one poor creiiture wretched fdr life, and 
^^poUuted 1 a family that had nothing but honoui: 
'«* for their portion." 

*^If flie, or you,** returned he, ** are refolvcd^ 
**to be miferable, l- catinoc help it* But you 
**'inay ftill be happy j and wfaateTe^ opinion you. 
•^ may have formed of me, you (haH ever find 
**^me ready to contribute io it* We can marry 
^< her to another in a (hort time, and, what is 
•^ more, (he may keep her lover beiide; for I pro- 
<< teft I fliall ever continue to have a true regards 
<<-for her.'' . ^ ^ 

liound ail my paffions alarmed* at- this new de^ 
grading proppfaL; for though, the nftind may o£tefi 
be cakn under gi^eat injuries^ Uttte villany can kt 
any time get within Uie foul, and fting it into 
j.agc.-»-^^-.5« Avoid my fight, thou reptile,** cried 
I, *< nor continue to infult mc with thy prefencc. 
*f Were my bravi &n at home, hewould not^fuf- 
'< fer this: h^t I am old, and difabledi and every 
«* w^yirodonc.*' ' ^ 

• <« I'fiiid/' cried he,^* you arc bent upon oblig*- 
'< ing me to talk in an harlher manner^than IJtN 
** tended. But as 1 have ihown you what may 
<^ he hoped frpm my fricndOiip, it may not be 

. ..^ ^ ^ "improperr 
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^ i Improper to reprdbit wbaft imy be the Goiife«> 
*' quenccs^ of my refentm^nt. My attomey, to> 
^ whom your late bond bas been trantferre^. 
" threatens hard/ nor do I know how to preTcat 
** the courfe of jufticei except by paying the m^^ 
^ ney myfelf^ wbicb^ a* I have been a| fome ei^ 
^* pencei btdyi previona^ to my intjraded mar- 
^ riage^i^ not b'^^ff tp be done. And then my 
<' fteward talks of dtivthg for the Kent { it^ » octw 
'^ tain he knows his duty; for I never trouble 
** myfetf with affairs of that natures Yet ftiU L 
^ cottid wi(h to ierre you, tad even, to have yoa^ 
^ and yo!jtf daugbter prefent at my marriage, 
^ which is fliortly to be fcleoinized with Miia* 
*' Witmot ; il is cren the requeft of my charming 
^ Arabella herfelf> whom I hope you will not r&-^ 
^ fttfe-'' 

«^ Mr. ThornhiU,'* replied I, ** hear me once* 
^ for all : As to your raaniage with any- but my 
^* daugfateri that 1 never will oonfent to ; and^ 
^ though your fdendfliip could raiie me to a 
^* throne^ or your refentment£nk me to the gravcj^ 
<« yet would I defpife both. Thou haft once wo- 
^ fully, irreparably^ deceived me. trepofed my 
^' heart upon thane honour> and have found tts^ 
^ bafenefa- Never more^ therefore, expe& friend* 
^ (hip from me. Go, and poiTefs what fortune has 
** given thee, beattty, riches, health, and pleafore. 
^ Gro, and leave me to want, infamy, difeafe, and 
<< forrow. Yet humbled as I am, fliall my heart 
^ ftill vindicate its dignityj and, ttovigh thoa 
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^ h^ft j)af forgMTcn^fti ihou ih^U e;«er bavie mj 
** pomcmpt.*' 

<< If foy^' retained he, *^ depend upofi it yop 
^^ (hall feel the effeAs of this iniplencie | and w^f 
^< 0)all ihQrtlf fee iK^hkb is the fiueQH»b)eA o£ 
•• fcorn, you 05 miJ-"'"'^— -^Upoo which b^ d^ 
paj^ted abrj^^ly. 

Mjr wife and ^^ who were preii^t ^t. this ii^ 
temew, feeined tecrifieid with the apprieb(9n£oa«. 
]^7 daugjitcr^s aljCb,. finding fhat k^ wa$ gon«». 
^C9nie out to he informed t^{ the riefiilt of o^jtr con- 
f^exxQc, which) when Jsdqv^^ alarmed th^9) notr. 
lefs than the reft. JEfiit, 98 tp fli^yff If, I difcegarcK 
ed the p^rnoft firetph of. bis matevokoce ; he; had 
adready ftruck ihe Upni^,. jind now I ftpod prepar* 
ed to repel e.vf ry new eSbrt* Like one of thofe 
Anftfiun()4enis iiC<4 in the alt of war» which, how- 
Mw^f thrp^WQ^ AiM pc<efenM a point tp roadre the 
enemj. 

We fepn, hpveyier, foti^d, that be had' not 
jt|i«eat«ipd ifk vm i for tii^ very ;«^xt mpr^iitg his 
ilew^d ijagiij cp dsm^nd my wmn^l rent, which», 
by the train pf aecidients already tdatedy I was 
unable to pgy* The Gonfequenee of my incapaci- 
ty, was, his driving my cattle that evening, and 
theirbeingapprai£ed and ibid the next* day, for 
leis than half their value. My wife and children, 
now therefore intreated me to comply upon any 
terms, rather, th^ incur certuQ de;ilru£lion. They. 
<ven begged o£n)e 10 admit bis vifits.once more^. 
mnd u&d all their little eloquence to paint the ca<- 
}$M»itif:s I Wia3:|0|n^ to endure ; the terrors of a 

prifon,^ 
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prifoA} iirfo rigorous a feaibn.as theprefent, witlt 
the danger that threatened my health from the 
late accident that happened by the fire, ^t I 
continued inflexible* 

** Why, my treaf\jrc8,'^ cried!, ** why will yo» 
y thus. attempt to perAiade me to the thing that 
** is not right I My duty jias taught me to forgrire 
** him } but my confcience will not permit rae to 
^' approve. Would you hare me appTaud to this 
<' world, what my heart muft internally condemn ? 
*< Woidd you have me tamely fit down and flat- 
" terour infamous betrayer, and, to avoid a pri*» 
'* fon, continually fufier the more galling bonds 
*< of mental confinement ? No, neyer. If we are 
<' to be taken from this abod^i en]y I^ us hold 
** to the right, and, wherever we are- thrown, we 
*' can ftill retire to a charming apartment, when 
** we can look roiind our own hearts with intre*-- 
'*• pidiry and with pleafure !**' 4^ 

Iri this manner we fpcnt that evening* Early 
the next morning, as the fnow had fallen in great 
abundance in the night, my ion was employed ia 
clearing it away, and? opening a pailage before 
the door. He had not been thus-engaged long^ 
when he came running in, with looks all- pale^ 
to tell us that two ftrangers, whom he knew to 
.he officers of jufiice, v^ere making* towards the 
houfe. 

Jull as'he fpoke,^tfaey came in,* and, approach- 
ing the bed where Hay, after prcvioufly inform- 
ing me of their employment and buGnefs, made 
me their. prifoner,J)iddiog me prepare to go witb 
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tliem to the county gaol} which was eleven miles 
off. 

•« My friepds,'* faid I, " this is fcverc wca- 
*< ther in which you have come to take me to a 
*^ prifon i and it is particularly unfortunate at 
<* this time/ as one of my arms has lately been 
^* burnt in a terrible manneri, and it has thrown 
<^ me into a flight fever, and I want Clothes 
«< to cover me, and I am now too weak and old 
*' to walk far ia fuch deep ihow : but, if it muft 
€1 be fo*' 

I then turned to my wife and children^ arid 
directed them to get together what few tilings 
<were left us, and to prepare . immediately for 
'leaving this place. 1 entreated them to be expe- 
ditious, and defired my fon to ailift his elder 
{ifter, who, from a confcioufnefs that (he was the ' 
caufe of all our calamities, was fallen, and had 
loft anguifh in infenfibility. I encouraged my 
.ivife, who, pale and trembling, clafped our af- 
frighted little ones in her arms, that clung to her 
l>o{bm in fil^nce» dreading to look round at the 
ftrangers. In the meantime, my youngeft daugh- 
ter prepared for our departure; and as fee receiv- 
ed feveral hints to ufe difpatch, in about an. hour 
vr^e were. ready to depart. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

Ha^fituathn^ t^wgiier iHntcbed it fettm^ hut tk^ 
fimifort rf comfirt attending it. 

TTTE fet forward from this peaceful neigh'bour- 
^ hood, and walked on floM^ly. My eldeft 
daughter being enfeebled by a flow fever, which 
had begun £ot fome days to andernune her con^ 
ftitution, one of the officers^ who had an horfe, 
kindly took farer behind him ;- for even thefe men 
4tannot entirely diveft tbemfekes of humanity. 
My fon led one of the little ones by the hand, and 
my wife the otb^, while I leaned wpon my 
youngeft girl^ whofe tears fell» not for her owit> 
but my diftrefles. 

We were now got from my late dwelling a^ 
boat two miles, when we faw a crowed running 
and (liouting behind us,, confiding of about 
fifty of my pooteft parifliioners. Thefe, with 
'dreadful imprecations, loon feized upon the twd 
officers of juftice, and, fwearing they would ne« 
Ver fee their miniiler go to gao^ while they had 
a drop of blood to (bed in his defenCiPi w^re go- 
ing to ttfe them with great feverity. ITic confer 
quence might have been fatal, had I not imme- 
diately interpofed, and) with fome difficulty, re^ 
fcued the officers from the hands of the enraged 
multitude* My- children, who looked upon my 
delivery now as certain, appeared tranfported 
with joy, and were incapable of containing^beir 

raptures. 



"npttsta^ ^nt tfaey we^ foon tmdeceived^ upo^y 
'li^ring me addr^fs the poor deluded people, who 
^ame, as thej imagifiedj to do me fervice. 

<* Wkatt my friends,** cried I^ *« awd is this 

^ the way yon love me f Is this the manner yon 

^* obey the inftra£)?ion8 I have given yon from the 

•* pulpit ! Thus to fty in the face of jiiftfce, anrf 

•* bring down ruin on yourfelTesandmel Which 

^* is your ringleader ? (bow me the man that has 

^ dius feduced you: as fure as he lives, he (hall 

^ feel my reftntavent. Alas ! my dear deluded 

^* flock, return back to tlie duty you owe to God, 

^' to your country, and to me. I (hall yet per* 

^ haps one day fee you in greater felicity here, 

** and contribute to. make your lives more happy. 

*< But let> it at leaft be my condbrt ix^ben I pen 

** my fold for immortality, that not one here 

•* (hall be wanting.** 

They now feemed all repentance, and, melting 
into tears, came one after the other to bid me 
farewell. I (hook each tenderly by the hand, 
and leaving them my ble(Gng, proceeded for- 
ward, without meeting any farther interruption* 
Some hours befort night, we reached the town^ 
or ratheridllage ; for it coniifted but of a few 
mean houfes, having Ipft all its former opulence, 
and retaining no marks of its ancient Ibperiority 
but the gaol. 

Upon entering, we put up ^t an inn, where 
we had fuch refrefhments as could 'vmH readily 
be procured, and I fupped with my family with 
my ufual chcarful&efs. After feeing them pro- 
perly 
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perly acxommodated for that ntght» I wxt st^ 
^nded the iheriff's officers to the prifon, which 
had formerly been built ior the ^purpofee of war, 
and confifted of one large apartment, ftrongljr 
grated, and paved with ftone, common to both 
felons and debtors at certain hours in the four 
and twenty. * Befides this, every prifoner had a 
feparate cells where he was locked in for the 
night. 

1 expe£):ed, upon my entranoe, to find nothing 
but lamentations, and various founds of mifeiy-; 
but it was very different. The prifoners feemed 
all employed in one common defign, that of for- 
getting thought in jnerrimeat or clamour. I 
was apprifed of the ufual perquifite required up- 
on* thefe occafions, and immediately complied 
with the demand, though the little money I had, 
was very near being aill exhaufted. This was 
immediately fent away for liquox:, and the whole 
prifon was foon filled! with riot| laughter, and 
profanteneFs. " 

«How»r cried I to myfelf, « (hall men ib 
«* very wicked be cheerful, and.fhall I be melan- 
•* choly ! I feel only the fame confinement with 
*' them, and I tliink I have more reafon to be 
" happy ?* 

With fucTi reflexions I laboured to become 
cheerful j but eheerfulnefs was never yet pro* 
duced by effort, which is itfelf painful. As I 
was fitting therefore in a corner of the gaol, in 
a periGve pofture, one of my fellow prifoners 
came up, and, fitting by mc, entered into con- 

verfation. 
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▼erfatioh* It was my conftam rule in lifct never 
to avoid the convecfation of any man who fe^med 
to deiire it ; for, if good^ I might profit by his 
ihftrtt£lion ; if bad, he might be aflifted by mine* 
I found this to be a knowing man, of ftrong un« 
lettered fenfe, but a thorough knowledge of the 
world, as it is called, or, more properly fpeaking^ 
of human nature on the wrong fide. He alked 
me if I had taken care to provide myfelf with a 
bed. which was a cifcumftance I had never once 
attended to. 

** That's unfortunate,^' cried he, ** as you 
'< are allowed h^e nothing hut ftraw, and your 
'^ apartment b very large and cold» However^ 
<< you feem to be fomething of a gentleman^ and 
*' as I have beep one myfielf in my time» part of 
<< my bed-K:lothes are heartily at your fervice." 

I thanked him, profefling my forprife at find^ 
ing fuch humanity in a gaol, in misfortunes ; 
adding, to let him fee that I was a fcholar. That 
'< the fage ancient feemed to nnderftand the va* 
<< lue of company in affii£lion> when he fiiid. Ton 
^* kofnum airif ei dos ton etairon ; and in fad,'' con- 
tinued I, ** what is the world if it affords only fo« 
•Mitude?" 

<< Ton talk of the world, Sif »" tettimed my 
fellow prilbner} *' the world is in its dotage, and 
*^ yet the cofmogony, or creation of the world, 
<< has puzzled the philofophers of every ageb 
«< What a medley of opinions have they not 
<^ broached upon the creation of the world i 

Vot^IL I «« Sanconiathon, 
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<< Saacomathon^ Manetlio, BeroTus, and Oce{-> 
^< lus LucanuSi hanre all attempted it in vain. 
** The latter has thefe words : Anarehn ara hoi 
^* atelutaton topan^ which implies ^ ** I 

^ a& pardon. Sir," cried I, <* for interrupting fo 
<< much learning ; but I think I liave heard all 
<< this before* Have I not had the pleafure of 
<< once feeing you at Welbridge fair? and is not 
'< your name Ephraim Jenkinfbn T* At this de- 
mand, 4ie only fighed. ^ I fuppofe you muft re- 
*« collca,'* refumed !, ^* one X)oAor Primrofe, 
^< from whom you bought a horfe ^ 

He now at once recoUedbd me % fat the 
gleominefii of the place, and the approachbig 
night, had prevented his diftinguiihing my fea- 
t-ures before.^—" Yes, Sir,** returned Mr. Jenkio- 
fon, *^ I remember you perfedly wdl : I bought 
** an horfe, but forgot to pay for him. Tour 
^< neighbour Flamborougb is the only profecutor 
*< I am-any way afraid of at the next affizes : for 
'< he intends to fwear poCtively againft me as a 
<< coiner, i am be^tily forry, Sir, I ever deceiv- 
^< ed you, or indeed, 9ny man \ for you fee,*^ 
contmued be, fliowing his (hackles, '< what my 
<< tricks have brought me to.'' 

« WeU, Sir/' replied I, « your kiadnefs in 
^ ofiering me affiftanoe, when you could cxpoBt 
^ no return, fhall be repaid with my oideavours 
^* to foftea, er totally fupprefs Mr. Flamborough's 
^< evidence; and I will fend my ibo to him for 
f^ that purpofe the firft opportunity ^ nor do I in 

« the 
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^^ the teaft doubt but he will comply with my 
** requeft \ and as to my own evidence) you need 
*' be under na uneafinefs about that/' 

" Well, Sir/' cried he, " all the return I can 
'^ make fliall be yours* Tou (hall have more 
^' than half my bed*clothes to-night \ and HI take 
^' care to (land your friend in the prifon, where 
^^ I think I have fome influence*'' 

I thanked him, and could not avoid being 
furprifed at the prefent youthful change in his a- 
fpe&; for, at the time 'I had feen him before, he 
appeared at leaft fixty.— — ** Sir," anfwered he, 
^< you are little acquainted with the world ; I had 
^^ at that time falfe hair, and have learned the 
♦* an of counterfeiting every age, from feventeen 
^< to feventy. Ah,'Sir, had I but beftowed half 
^' the pains in learning a trade, that I have in 
<' learning to be a fcoundrel, I might have been a 
^^ rich man at this day. Biit, rogue as I am, (UH 
^* I may be your friend, and that perhapa when 
'* you leaft. cxpeft it." 

- We were now prevented from farther ' conver«^ 
fation, by the arrival of the gaoler's fervants, who 
came to call over the prtfoners names, and lock 
op for the night. A fellow alfo, with a bundle 
t»f ftraw for my bed^ attended, who led me a«> 
long a dark narrow |>affiige, into a room paved 
like the common *pri(bn ; and in one comer <rf this 
X fpread my bed, and the clothes given me by my 
fellow-pfifoner \ which done, my condndor, who 
vas civil enough, bad me a good-night. After my 

I a ttfual 
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ufual moditationsy and having praifed my HesN 
venljr Corredor, I laid myfelf down, and flepc 
with the utmoft tranquillity till morning. 



C H A P. XXVL 

A reformation in the gaol. To mate laws compkie, 
iheyjbould reward^ as well aspunj/b. 

"T^HE next morning early^ I was awakened by 
my family, whom I found in tears at my 
1)ed*fide. The gloomy ftrength of erery thing 
about US) it feems, had daunted them. I gent- 
ly rebuked their forrow, afluring them, I had 
never ilept with greater tranquillity ; and next 
inquired after my eldeft daughter, who was not 
among them.^ They informed me, that yefter- 
day's uneafinefs and fatigue had increafed her fe* 
ver, aiid it was judged proper to leave her be* 
hind. My next care was to fend my fon to pro- 
cure a room or two to lodge the family in, as 
near the prifon.as conveniently could be found. 
He obeyed % but could only find . one apartment^ 
which was hired, at a fmall e3q>ence, for his mo* 
ther and fifters, the gadber with humanity con* 
fenting to let him and his two little brothers 
ly in the prifon with me^ A bed was therefore 
prepared for them in a comer of the room^ 
which I thought mfwered very conveniently* I 

was 
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was Willing, however, previoaily to know whe- 
ther 'my little children chofe to ly in a place 
which feemed to fright them upon entrance. 

•* Well,** cried I, " my good boys, how do you 
'^ like yoyr bed ? I hope you are not afraid to 
^' ly in this room, dark as it appears ?'' 

'* No, Papa,'' fays Dick, '* I am not afraid to 
** ly any where, where you arc-** 

** And I,*' fays Bill, who v^ yet but four 
years old, ** love everv place bcft that my Papa 
" is in." 

After this, I allotted to each of the family 
what they were to do. My daughter was parti- 
cularly dire^ed to watch her declining fi iter's 
health ; my wife was to attend me j my little 
boys were to read to me : *^ And as for you, my 
•* fon,* continued I, •** it is by the labour of your 
*' hands we muft all hope to be fupported.' Your 
*' wages, as a day-labourer, will be' fully fufficient, 
** with proper frugality, to maintain us all, and 
^' comfortably too. Thou art how fixteen years 
*' old, and haft ftrength $ and it was given thee, 
^ my fon, for very ufeful purpofes ; for it inuft 
<< faVe from famine your helplefs parents aqd fa* 
^ mily. Prepare, then, this, evening to look out 
<' for work againft to-morrow, and bring h6me 
<< every night what money you earn, for our fup* 
** port." 

Having thus inftruSed him, and . fettled tba 
reft:, I walked down to the common prifon, where 
I could enjoy more air and room« But I was not. 

I 3 Jong 
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long there, when the execrations, lewdnefs, %nA 
brutality that invaded me on every fide, drove nie 
back to my apartment again. Here I fat for 
fome time, pondering upon the ftratige infatuation 
of wretches, who, finding all mankind in open 
arms againft them, were labouring to make them* 
felves a future and a tremendous enemy. 

Their in&nfibility excited my higheft com* 
paflion, and blotted my own uneafinefs from my 
mind. It even appeared a duty incunlbent npon 
sne to attempt to reclaim them. I refolved, 
therefore, once more to return, and, in fpite of 
their contempt, to give them my advice, and 
conquer them by perfeverance. Going, there- 
fore, among them again, I informed Mr. Jenkin** 
fon of my defign ; at which he laughed heartily^ 
but communicated it to the -reft. The propofal 
was received with the created good hunu>nr, as 
!t promifed to afford a new fund of entertainment 
to perfons who had now no other refource for 
mirth, but what could be derived from ridicule or 
debauchery. 

I therefore read them z portion of the fervice 
with a loud unafFe&ed voice, and found my au* 
dience perfe6Uy merry npon the occafion. Lewd 
whiipers, groans of contrition burlcfqu'd, wink-^' 
jng and coughing, alternately excited laughter. 
However, I continued with my natural folemnitf 
to read on, fenfible that what I did might amend 
fome, but could itfelf receive no tontamination ^ 
from any. ... 

After 
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After readings I entered upon my exborta* 
lion, which was rather calculated at firft to a« 
i»ttfe theiDj than to reprove. 1 previoufljr ob* 
ferved» that no other motive but their welfare 
could induce mc to this ; that I. was their fellow- 
priibnerf and now got nctthing by preaching. I 
wasforry, I faid^ to hear them fo very pro- 
fane ; becaufe they got nothing by it, but might 
lofe a great deal : *< For be afluredi my friends/' 
cried I, •* for you are my friendsi however the 
** world may difdaim your friendOiip^ though 
*' you fwore twelve thoufand oaths in a day^ it 

wduld not put one penny in your purfe. Then 

what fignifies calling every moment upon the 
** devil, and courting his friendihip, fince you 
•* find how fcurvily he ufes yo« ^ He has given' 
^ you nothing here, you find, but a mouthful of 
^* oaths and an empty belly } and^ by the befl ac* 
<* counts I have of him, he will give you nothing 
^ that's good hereafter.- 

*' If ufed ill in our dealings with one man, 
•* we naturally go elfewhere. Were it not worth 
^* your while, then, juft to try how you may like 
<* the ufage of another mailer, who gives you fair 
^ promifes at lead, to come to him ? Surely, my 
<* friends, of all ftupidity in the world, his muft 
•< be greatelt, who, after robbing an houfe, runs 
<* to the thief-takers for proteflion. And yet, 
<• how are you more wife ? You are all feek- 
<«ing comfort; from one that has already be- 
*< trayed you, applying to a more malicious be- 
«!* ingL than any thief*taker of them all ; for 

I 4. 5* they 



64 THE VICAR OF 

** they only decoy, sind then hang you ; but he 
*' decoys and bangs, and, what is worft of a]f> 
** will not let you loofe after the hangman has 
•Vdone/* , 

. When I had concluded, I received the com* 
plimerits of my audience, fome' of whom came 
and (hook me by the hand, fwearing that I was 
a very honeft fellow, and that they defired my 
farther acquaintance. I therefore promifed to re- 
peat my leflure next day, atid a&uaHy conceived 
feme hopes of making a reformation here; for it 
had ever been my opinion, that no man was pad 
the hour of amendment, every heart lying open to 
the (hafts of reproof, if tl^e archer could but take 
a proper aim. When I had thus fatisfied my 
mind, I went back to my apartment, where my 
wife prepared a frugal meal, while Mr. Jenkitxfon 
begged leave to add his dinner to ours, and par- 
take of the pleafure, as he was kind enough to 
exprefs it, of my converfation. He had not yet 
feen my family ; fof, as they came to my apart* 
ment by a door in the narrow paflage already de- 
fcribed, by this means they avoided the common 
prifon. Jenkinfon, at the firft interview, there^ 
fore, feemed not a little ftruck with the beauty of 
my youngeft daughter, which herpenCveair con- 
tributed ta heighten) and my little ones did not 
pafs unnoticed. . 

** Alas, Do&or,** cried he, ** th^fe children 
'< are too handfome and too good for fuch a 

•< place as this l*^ 

«*Why4 



« Whf , Mr. Jcnkinfon,^ replied I, «« thank 
•* Hda^ven, my children are pretty tolerable in 
*' morals, and if they be good, it matters little for 
"thcreft-'^ 

•* I fancy, Sir,*' rettirned my feHow-prifoner,' 
^f'that it muft give you great comfort to have this' 
«• little family about you ?'* 

*' A comfort, Mr. Jenkkifon,'* ref^ed I ; 
^*.ycs, it is indeed a comfort, and I would not be 
^' without them for all the world ; for they can 
'* make a dungeon feem a palace* There ts but 
*^ one way in this life of wounding my happi- 
*' neft, and that is, by injuring them.** 

'M am afraid then, Sir,'^ cried he, << that I 
^ am in fome meafure culpable ; for i think I 
*^ fee here (looking at my fon Mofes) one that 
** I have injured, and by whom I wilh to be fop- 
•* given/* 

< My fon immediately recoHeQed his .toice and 
features, though he had before feen him in dif-^ 
guife^ and taking him by the hand, with a fmile^ 
fi>rgave him. •• Yet,*' continued be, ** I can*t 
^ help wondering at what you could fee in my 
*^ face, to think me a proper mark for deception,. 
' •« My dear Sir,** returned the other, " it was 
^ notyour face, but you^ white ftockings, and 
^ the black riband in your hair, that allured me. 
^^ But, no difparagement to your parts, I have de* 
^ ceived wifer men than you in my time i and 
¥ yet, with all my tricks, the blockheads have 
** been too many forme at Igft.** . 

1 5 "I Tup* 



f»> 



<< I fuppofey* cried' my fon, ^' dmt tte. ith-^ 
<< ratiTC of fu€h a life as yours muft be extremely 
^ tnftru£ling and amufingV' 

«« Not much of cither,** retimed Mr. Jwi- 
kbfon. ** Thofe relations which .defcribe the 
-* «< tricks and vices only of maakmd» by kiereaf* 
•< ing our fufpicions in lifC) retard our fucccfs. 
« The trarcller that diftrufts every perfon he 
. ^ meets, and turns back upon' the appearance of 
** every man that looks like a robber, feldom ar^ 
** rives in time at his journey's end. 

<* Indeed, I think, . from my own exp^ience, 
«< that the knowing one is the fillieft fellow under 
, •< the fun. I was thought cunning from my very 
'* childhood : when but feven ye^rs old, the ladies 
** would fay that I was a perfcA little man ^ at 
*« fourteen, I knew the world, cocked my hat, 
<< and loved the ladies ; at twenty, though I was 
<< perfe£Uy honeft, yet every one thought me fo 
" cunning, that not one would truft.me. Thus 
«« I was at laft obliged to turn (harper in my owa 
••defence, and have lived ever fince, my head 
*< throbbing with fchemes to deceive, and mj 
«* heart palpitating with fears of deteftion. 

" I ufed often to faugh at your hondl fimplef 
. •< neighbour Flamborough, and, one way or ano* 
•< ther, generally cheated him once a year. Yet 
•• ftill the honeft man went forward without fuf* 
" picion, and grew rich j while I ftill continued 
«« trickfy and cunning, and was poor,, without the 
<« confolation of being honeft. 

f* However/^ 
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«" However^'' continued he^ ** let me know 
*'your cafe, and what has brought you hfcre $ 
*^ perhaps^ though I have not {kill to avcud a gaol 
♦^^ myfelf, J may extricate my friends.'* 

Incompliance with his curiofity> I informed 
him <^ the whole train of ^ accidents and foUies 
that had plunged me *into my prefent troubles^ 
and my utter inabHity to get free. 

After hearing my ftory, .and paufing fome mi- 
isutesy he flapt his fprehead,. as if he had hit upon « 
fomething material^ and took his leavci faying^ . 
be would try what could be done. 



CH A P. xxvn, 

J^he fame fubjeQ continued*. 

Hl? H E next morning . I comnuinicated to my > 
wife and children the. fcbeme I had plan*- 
ned of refom^ing the prifoners, which, they re- 
ceived with uoiverial <: dilapprobatiouy alleging 
the impoffibilicy and impropriety of it \ adding^ 
that my endeavours would nO way contribute to 
their samendAkent^. but migbt probably difgrace 
snycdlitig* . 

«* EsGufe me,*' ' returned I, " thefe people, 
<^ however fallen, axe ftill men, and that is ^ 
*« a very- good title to my affe&ions* Good 
''counfelreje£led| returns to enrich the giv- 
f^cr^s bofomr and, though the inftruilidn I; 

. ** communicate , 
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*' eommunicate, may aot mend tbem, yet it irill 
^' afluredlf mead myfelf. If thefe wretches, my 
*' children, were princes, there would be thoo** 
** fands ready to offer tbe&r mintftry ; but, in 
<< my opinion, the heart that is buried in a dun- 
'^geon, is as precious as that feated upon a 
^* throiie* Yes, my treafures, if I can mendthcm, 
** I will i perhaps they will not aU defpife me» 
'< Perhaps I may catch up even one from the 
'< gulph, and that wUl be great gain \ for, la dierc 
^^ upon earth a gem ib precious as the humait 
"foul?" 

Thus faying, I left them, and defcended toi 
the common prifon, where I found the jMrifoners. 
very merrv, expe£Ung my arrival i and each pre« 
pared witn (ome gaol-trick to play upon the 
doj^on Thus, as I was going to begin, one 
turned my wig awry, as if by accident, and then 
aiked my pardon. A fecond, who ftood at fome 
diftance, had a knack pf fpitting through his 
teeth, which fell in Ihowers upon my book. A 
third would ery Jm^n in fuch an affieded tone^ 
as gave the reft grc^t delight. A fourth had flily 
picked my pocket of my fpe^cleSb But there 
was one whofe trick gave more univerfal plea- 
fure than, all the. reft i for obferving the man* 
ner in which I had difpofed my bqoka on the 
table before me, he very dexterouiiy' difplaced 
t>ne of them, and put an oblcene jeft-book of hii 
own in the place. Howevee, I took, no notice 
of all that thi« mifchievous group of Kttle beings 
could do} byt went on^ perfe^ly fenfible that 

what 
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p^H was ridicttloos in my attempt, wovM excite 
mirth only the firft or fecohd time, whiie^ what , 
was ferious, wotild be permanent. My defign fuc* 
ceeded, and, in lefs than -fix days, {otnt were pe* 
nitent) and all attentive* 
It was now that I applauded my perfirverance 
* and addrefs, at thus giving fenfilMlity to wretches 
divefted of every moral feeling ; and now began 
to think of doing them temporal fervices Mo^ 
by rendering their Cttuation fomewbat more com* 
fortable. Their time had hitherto been divided 
between famine and'excefs, tonmltuoiis riot and 
bitter rq)thiBg* 7heir only employmeBt was 
quarrelling among each other, playing at tribbage, 
and cttttihg tobacco fioppers. From this laft 
mode of idle induftry, I took the hint of letting 
fttch as chofe, to work at cutting pegs for tobac* 
conifts and (hoemakers, the prq>er wood being 
bought by a general fubfcripti<m> and) when manii- 
faflured, fold by my appointment ; fi> that each 
earned fomething every day : a trifle indeed, but 
fufficient to maintain him. 

I did not (top here, but inftituted fines for the 
punifliment of immorality, and rewards for pecu- 
liar induftry* Thus, in lefs than a fortnight, I 
had formed tbem into fomething focial and hu« 
mane, and had the pleafure of regarding myfelf. 
as a legiflator, who had brought men from their 
native ferocity into friendihip and. obedience. 

And it were highly to be wiflied, that legiila^ 
tive power would thus dire& the law rather to 
reformation than fevcri^y^ that it would feem 

convinced 



fr, THE vicar; OT 

•ooYincedj that the work of enidicatiiig crian^^ , 
is» not bymaUng {mniihinents familiar/: but fbr^ 
midable. Then^ inftead of our prefent prifonsi . 
^icH find} ,or make men guilty, winch inclofe 
wretches for the^commii&Dn of one crimey-and. 
Mtum them, if returned alive, .fitted* for the per*' - 
pptration of thoufimds y we ihould fee, as in o-*^ - 
ther parts of Europe, places of peaiteace and ' 
iblitude, where the accufed might be attended by < 
fucbjis could give them repentance,.^, if : guih 
ty^ or new>m(^ves to virtue, if innocent. And' 
dbis, but tiot the inoreafing of pnniihments,^is the 
way to mend a ftate: nor can I' avoid evenj 
ifuelUoning the validity of that righ^ which fecial^ 
combinations have aflbmed,!! of capitally punifli* • 
ing offences of a flight nature. In cafes of mur* - 
der, their right is obviOHS-j ^asat is the duty of us ^ 
all, from the laiW of fdf^efence, to cut off that : 
man who basihowna difiregard for the life of^ 
another. Againft fuch^ all nature rifes iii arms j : 
but it is not fo againilrhiih who ftealfr my proper*^- 
ty. Natural law gives me no right to take away 
bis life, as, by thaty the horfe he-fteals isas much 
his property as mine. Jf then I have any > right, 
it muft be from a compa£): made between us, < 
that be who deprives the other t>f his horfe (hall ; 
die. Bat this is a« falfe compa£l^ becaufe no-) 
man has a right to barter his life, no more than 
to take it away, as it is not his- own. And be* • 
fide, the compacts inadequate, and^ would befet' 
afide, even in a court o£ modern equity^ ,astber« 
is a great penalty for a very trifling convenience^ 

finee 






Ante it is far better that two^ men fliould Uy^.^ 
than that one nran fliould ride. Biit i eompaiCb 
that is falfe between two inen,.Ja equally . fo be<^- 
tween an handred^ or an hundttd^^thooted : .foc> 
as ten jniUions of ciicles can nercrmakea fqnare^ , . 
to^ the united voice of. myriads cannot lead tho : 
fmalleft foundation to fallbfaood.: It is tbos that < 
Reafon fpeaks ^ and mitntored. Natnre fays • the*: 
lame thing* Savages that are dineAed- 1^- na»- 
tnral law s^one^ are very . tender . of . tbei Uves oS^- 
each other ; they feldonk flied. bloody J>nt to retails - 
ate former cruelty. 

Chir Saxon anceftony fierce ar th^ were iir. 
war^ had but fewcxecutions in times ol peac&f ^ 
and ia^ all commencing governments, that have 
die printof nature ftill ftiong upoa them» fcaroe^ 
any crime is held capitaU . 

It isasnokif the otiaens^^fes n&ied'Commii^ 
ntty, that penal laws,, whioh are in the bands of 
the rich) are Jaid upon* tlIe^ poor. GoTcmmeni^ 
while it grows older, feems to acquire the mo^. 
rofeneA of age; and, as if our property w«re 
become dearer in propoition as it increaifed, as 
if, the more enormous our weahh, the more ex*- 
tenfive our fears, all our pofleiBons are paled up 
with new edi& every day^ and hong round with 
gibbets, to fcare every invader. 

I cannot tell whether it is from the number 
of our penal laws, or the licentioufnefs of our 
people, that this country (bould fhow more con- 
vi£ls in a year, than half the dominions of Europe 
united. Perhaps it is owing to both i for they 

mutually . 
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amtualljr produce each other. When, by indif^ 
eriminate penal laws, a nation beholds the fame 
poniihment affixed to diffimilar degrees of guilt ; 
from perceiTing no diftin&ion in the penalty, the 
people are led to lofe all fenfe of diftin^on in the 
crim^ I and this diftin£lion is the bulwark of all 
morality : thus, the multitude of laws produce 
new vices, and new vices call for fireih reftraints.^ 
It were to be wifhed then, that power, inftead 
of contriving new laws to puniih vice, inftead of 
drawing hard the cords of foeiety till a convul- 
fion come to burft them, inftead of cutting away 
wretdiesas ufelefs, before we have tried their 
utility, inftead of converting corrdEHon into ven- 
geance \ it were to be wifhed that we tried the 
reftriAive arts of government, and made law the 
proteAor, but not the tyrant of the people. We 
ftoold then find, that creatures, whofe ibuls are 
held as droft^ only wanted the band ttt a refiner ^ 
are fliould then find, that wretches, now ftuck 
up for long tortures, leff luxury (hould feel a 
momentary pang, might, if properly treated, ferve 
to finew the ftate in times of danger; that as their 
faces are like ours, their hearts are fo too $ that 
few minds are fo bafe, ?s that p^rfeverance can- 
not amend ; that a maa may fee his laft crimeji 
without dying for it ; and that very little blood 
will ferve to cement our fecurity. 
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CHAP, xxvni. 

Itappinefs and mifery rather tie refult $f prudence^ 

than of virtue^ in this life : temporal evils, or 

fejicities, being regarded by Heaven as things 

merely in them/elves trifling, and' unworthy its 

\ eare in the diflribution. 

T Had now been confined more than a fort- 
night, but had not, fince my arrival, been vi- 
fited by my dear Olivia, and I greatly longed to 
fee her. Having communicated my wifhes to my 
wife, the next morning the poor girl entered my 
apartment, leaning on her fifter's arm. The 
change which I faw in her countenance (truck me. 
The numberlefs graces that once refided there^ 
were now fled y and the hand of death feemed to 
have moulded every feature to alarm me. Her 
temples were funk, her forehead was tenfe, and 
a fatal palenefs fat upon her cheek. 

" I am glad to fee thee, my dear,** cried I ; 
** but why this dejedion, Liyy ? I hope, my love, 
'* you have too great a regard for me, to permit 
<< difappointment thus to undermine a life which 
** I prize as my own. Be cheerful, child \ and 
^* wc yet may fee happier days.'* 

" You have ever. Sir," replied flie, " been kind 
^^ to me \ and it adds to my pain, that I (hall he- 
*• ver have an opportunity of fharing that happi-^ 
*^ nefs you promife. Happinefs, I fear, is no 
^^ longer referved for o^e bcrcji and I long to be 

"'rid' 
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^ rid of a^ place where I hare only found diftre£k 
^ Indeed, Sir, I wilh you would ' make a progexr 
^ fubmiffioh to Mr. Thornlrill ; it may, in fome- 
*^ meafuref induce him to pity you, and it will 
•• gi?c me relief in dying." 

•' Never, child," replied I, ** never will I be 
^ be brought to acknowledge my daughter a pro-^ 
*' ftitute; for, though the world may. look upon> 
" your oflFence with fcorn, let it be mine to re- 
^' gard it as a mark of credulity, not of guilt* 
** My dear^J am no way miferable in this place,. 
** however difmal it may fe^m ; and be aflured,. 
^ that,, while you oontinuetoblefs.me by livings. 
'' he (hall never have my confent to make yoo. 
** more wretched by marrying another/' 

After the departure of my daughter,. my fek 
low prifoner, who^was by at this interview, fen* 
fibly enough expeftulated upon . my obftinacy, in. 
refttfing a fubmifGon which promifed to give me 
freedom* Ue.oh&rved, thatihe reft of my fami<» 
ly was^not to be facrificed to the peace of ono 
child alone, and (he the only one who had of- 
fended mc* " Bcfidcs,** added he, ** I don't 
^ know if iibe |uft,.thus to obftrudl the unioa of 
^ man and wife, which you do at prefent, by re- 
^ fuGng to eonfent to a^maich^which you cannot 
" hitideri but may render unhappy,** 

** Sir," replied I, " you are unacquainted 
*' With the man that opprefles us. I am very^ 
'^ fenfible, that no fubmiffion I can make, could- 
*< procure.. me liberty^ even for anhour. .1 am 

"toid^ 
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^^ told, tbatj^cvcn ipjhiQ very roonij^a debtorof 
*^ hb| no later than laft y«arf died for want. 
** But| thoc^ niy fubmiffipa and approbation 
^^ could tr^ansfer me fron^ hence, to the matt 
*' beautiful, apartment he i^ poflefledof; yet, I 
^' would grant nidtber,, as fomething whifpers 
** me, that it would be giving a, ian&ioa to ad- 
*' ultery^ While my daughter lives, no other 
<* nuurriage of his fliaU. ever be. legal in my eye^ 
'^' Were fhe removed, indeed^ l- ihould be tha 
^* bafeft of men, from any refentment of my own^^ 
<^ to.att<nnpt putting afuqdei: tbofe who wifli for. 
^ an union. No, villain as. he is^ I fliould.tbeni 
*^ wiib. him- married, tq prevent tlie confeqiieiicea 
^^ of his future debaucheries. But now, ihould 
^ I not be the qioft.auel, of, all fathers,^ to fi^ 
'^ ai^ inftrument which muft fen4.nQy.cbild to thet 
^* grave, merel; to avoid a prUbn. myfelf ; ancT 
** thus, to efcapeone pang, bre^ my child's heart 
*^witb vt tbpu&nd l^'^ 

He ajct^uieiiced i^^ the- juftice of this anfwer i^ 
biit could not avoid obfej-ving, that he feared my- 
4aughter's life was< already too much wafted to 
keep me long % priibner. '< However," continued 
he, ** though you refqfe to fubmit to the nephew, 
<< I hope you haye no obje&ioos.toJayingyour 
'^ cafe before the: uncle^ .who has the fiift cbarac^ 
^f ter in the kingdom for every, tbing that is juft. 
<^ and good« I would advife you to fend him 9^\ 
f^ letter by the poft, intimating all his nephew V. 
<{ ill ufagej and my, life for it, that in three day^. 
H you, jb^ faa?e an.anCwer.'' I :tbanke.d iiim foe. 

thft.' 
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the bint, and inftantly fet about complying \ but 
I wanted paper ; and, unluckily, all our money 
had been laid out that morning in provifions ^ 
however, he fupplied me. 

For the three tnfiiing days, I was in a ftate of 
anxiety, to know what reception my letter might 
meet with ; biit, in the meantime, was frequently 
folicited by my wife to fubmit to any conditions, 
rather than remain here ; and, every hour^ receiv- 
ed repeated accounts of the decline of my daugh- 
ter's health. The third day, and the fourth, ar- 
rived ; but I received no anfwer to my letter : th^ 
complaints of a ftranger againft a favourite ne- 
phew, were no way likely to fucceed ; fo that thefe 
hopes foon vaniflied, like all my fdrmer. My 
mind, however, (till fupported itfelf, though 
confinement and bad air began to make a rifiblc 
alteration in my health ; and my arm that bad 
fuffered in the fire, grew worfe. My children, 
however, fat by me, and, while I was ftretched 
on my draw, read to me by turns, or liftened 
and wept at my inftrudions. But my daugh- 
ter's health declined fafter than mine: every 
meflage from her, contributed to increafe my ap- 
prehenfions and pain. The fifth nM>rning after 
I had written the letter, which was fent to Sir 
William^Thornhill, I was alarmed with an ac- 
count that (he was fpeechlefs. Now it was, that 
confinement was truly painful to me $ my foul 
was burfting from its prifon,. to be near the pil« 
low of my child, to comfort, to ftrengiben her^ 
to receive her laft wifhes^ and teach her foiil the 
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way to heaven! Another account came; fhe 
was expiring ; and yet, I was debarred the fmall 
comfort of weeping by her. My fellow-prifoneff 
ibme time after, came with the laft account. , 
He bade me be patient. She was dead ! The 
next morning he returned, and found me with' 
my two little ones, now my only companions, 
who were ufing all their innocent efforts to 
comfort me. They entreated to read to me, and 
bade me not to cry, for I was now too old to weep. ^ 
*^ And is not my fiiler an angel now. Papa?'' 
cried the eldeft ; '^^ and why then are you forry 
<^ for her i I wiih I were an angel out of this 
•' frightful place, if my Papa were with me.** 
** Yes,'* added my youngeft darling, ** Heaven, 
<* where my fifttr is, is a finer place than this ; 
*^ and there are none but good people there, and 
•* and the people here are very bad.'* ^ 

Mr. Jenkinfoi^ interrupted their harmlefs prat« 
tie, by obferving, that, now my daugliter was no 
more, I fliould ferioufly think of the reft of my 
family, and attempt to £cive my own life, which 
was every day declining, for want of neceffaries 
and wholefome air. He added, that it was now 
incumbent on me to facrifice any pride or refent* . 
ment of my own, to the welfare of thofe who de- 
pended on me for fupport ; and that I was now, 
both by reafon and juftice, obliged to. fry to re* 
concile my landlord. 

" Heaven be praifed,*' replied I, " there is 
<< no pride left me now i I fhpuld deteftmy own 
'^ heartj^if I faw either pride or refentment lurk- 

" ing 
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** ing tbere. On the contrary, as my oppre'flbr 
^* has been once my pari{hioQer|l hcg[)e one day to 
*^ prefent bim up an unpolluted ibul at the eternal 
"*' tribunal. No, Sir, I^have no refentmentnow ; 
*^ and though he has talcen from me what I held 
** dearer than all his treafnres^ though be has 
** wrung my'heat t, for I am fick almoft to £aint- 
**ing, very fick, my fellow-prifoner, yet that 
** ihall never infpire me with vengeance. I mn 
^' now willing to approve his marriage ; and if 
"** this fubmii&on can do him any pleafure, let 
^* him Imow, that, if I have done him any injury, 
*' I am forry for it/* Mr. Jenkinfon took pen 
«nd ink, and wrote down my fubmHBon, nearly 
as I have expreffed it, to which I figned my 
name. My (on was employed to carry the letter 
to Mr. Tfaornhill, who was then at his ieat in the 
country. He went, and in about fix hours re<- 
tumed v^th a verbal anfwer. He had fome dif- 
ficulty, he (aid, to get a fight of his landlord, as 
the fervants were infolent and fufpicious^ but 
he accidentally faw him as be was going out upon 
buGnefs, preparing for his marriage, which was 
to be fn three days. He continued to inform 
us, that be ftepped up, in the humbleft manner, 
and delivered the letter 5 which, when Mr. Thorn- 
liill had read, he faid. That all fubmiffion was 
now too late, and uynecefiary ^ that be had heard 
of our application to Insamcle, which mfet with the 
contempt it deferved ^ and as for the reft, that 
atl future applicattons ihould be dire£ted to his 

•ttorsey. 



attorney) not to him. He bbferved, however^ 
thati as be had a very good opnion of the diicre* 
?tion ef the two young ladies^ they might have 
%een the moiV agreeable jnterceflbrs. 

•«Well, Sir," laid I to. my fellow-prifoner, 
*^ you now difcover the temper of the man that 
^' oppreiTes me. He can at once be facetious 
*< and cruel $ but^ let him ufe me as he willi I 
<^ (hall foon be free^ m fpite of all his bolts to 
«' reftrain me. I am now drawing towards an 
^< abode, that looks bright^ as I approach itt 
^^ this expectation cheers my affli^ons ; and, 
*' though I leave an helplefs family of orphans 
^* behind me, yet they will not be utterly fo^- 
<' faken \ fome jriend, perhaps^ will be found to 
^< affift them, for the fake of their poor father 5 
** and fome may ^aritably relieve them, for the 
** fake of their heavenly Father.*' 

Juft as I fpoke, my wife, whom I had no4 
feen that day before, appeared with looks of ter- 
ror, and making efforts, but unable to ipeak* 
^« Why, my love,*' cried I, ** why will you thud 
^ incceafe my affltfliohs by your own ? What 
<^ though no fubmiflions can turn our Jevere ma* 
<^ fter, though he has doomed me to die in this 
*' place of wretchedneis, and though we have loll 
^< a darling child, yet ftill you will find comfort 
<^ in your other children, when I fi^ll be no 
^< more." ** We have indeed loft," returned flici 
^ a darling child. My Sophia, my -deareft, !« 
^ gone^Xnatchedicom ust carriedkoff by ruffians !" 

" How, 
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^* How, l^dam," cried my fellow-prifonerj. 
'' Mib Sophia carried off by villains ! fure it can- 
« not be ?*' 

She could only anfwer with "a fixed Ipok and 
a flood of tears* But one of the prifoner's wives, 
who was prefent, and% came in with her, gave 
us a more diftinA account : (he informed us, 
that, as my wife, my daughter, and herfelf, were 
taking a walk together on the great road, a little 
way out of the village, a poft»chaife and pair 
drove up to them, and inftantly flopped. Upon 
which a well drefied man, but not Mr. Thornhill, 
ftepping out, <clafped my daughter round the 
waift, and forcing her in, bid the'poftillion drive 
on, fo that they were out of fight in a moment. 

" Now,** cried I, ** the fum of my miferies is 
« made up ; nor is it in the power of any thing 
« on earth to give me another pang. What J 
•* not one left I not to leave me one i the mon« 
** fter ! the child that was next my heart ! (he 
** had the beauty of an angel, and almoft the 
*« wifdom of an angel. But fupport that woman^ 
«« nor let her fall. Not to leave mo one !**— 
<< AlasJ my huiband," faid my wife, <^ you feem 
<* to want comfort even more than I. Our di« 
<< ftrefiTes are' great i . but I could bear this, and 
<< mpre, if I faw you but eafy. They may take 
<< away my children, and all the worldf if they 
<* Jeave me but you.** 

My fon, who was preient, endeavoured to mo* 

< derate our grief ; he bade us take comfort, for he 

t hoped 
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hoped that we might, ftiU have rcafon to be thanks 

« ;7~^!, ^''i'^'" "^ '' "^^ «""<» 

" yond the grave i". »« My dear father," 

thmg-that vv.il give you an interval of fatisfac- 
; "on J f«r I have a letter f«m my brother 

" George." " What of him, child ?» i„te" 

rnpted I ; « does he know our mifery i I hope 

my boy is exempt from any part of what hi, 
« wretched family fuffers i"-! .IuyZ 'Jt 

« Snnv \" '?' " ^I'^^'y say, cheerful, a^^ 

« new?.' he fs th T ''""^^ .T.'^"^ *»" g«>d 
news , he is the favourite of his colonel, who 

« promifes to procure him the very next lieut^ 
« nancy that becomes vacant." 

« And are you fure of all this ?» cried mv 
" t; b ;" '" '■"^f if « "«Wng ill has befalleJ 

my boyi" .«. Nothing, indeed. Madam » 

munjed my fon ; " pu fhall fee the letter, twch 

will give you the higheft pleafure ; and if ^Z 

- hSii?" ^«b7 ^"^ T'°"' ' *^ f"rl 
fl,. « r u " "'^ y°" '"'■«'" fti" repeated 
fte. « that the letter is from himfelf, and that he 

«« really fo happy !» u j i^^^^^^J" 

plied he. -it is certainly his ; and he ^1, J,'; 

« ly I Then I thank Providence," crieW TI 
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« my dear,** continued (bei turning to me, ^' t 
>« will now tonfefsy that, though the hand of 
«• HeaYen is fore upon us in other inftances, it 
<« has been favourable here. By the laft lettei* 
. ** I wrote my fon, which was in the bittemefi 
*« of ango*, I defired himi upon his mother's 
*• bleiling, and if he had the heart pf a man, to 
** fee jufttce done his. father and fifter, and a- 
«< venge our caufe. But^ thanks be to Him that 
*< direds all things, it has mifcarried ; and I 
•• am at reft/* " Woman/' cried I, «* thou haft 
«< done very ill ; ahd, and ^t another time, my re- 
*< preaches might have been more fevere. Oh I 
•« what a ttemendous gulph haft thou efcaped, 
•* that would have buried both thee and him in 
«< endlefs ruin I Providence, indeed, has here 
*« been kinder to, us than we to ourfelve^. It 
*< has referved that fon to be the father and pro- 
w tc&iot of my children when I fhall be away« 
•• How unjufily did I complain of being ftripped 
^^ of every comfort, when ftill I hear that he is 
^< happy, and infenfible of our affliftions ; ftill 
^ kept in referve to fupport his widowed mother^ 
t< and to prsteA his brothers and fifters ! But 
« what fifters has he left? he has no fifters now) 
« they are all gone, robbed from me, and I am 
*< undone.** — ^— ** Father,** interrupted my fon, 
i< I beg you will give me leave to read his letter i 
<* I know it will pleafe you.** Upon which, with 
mj permifSon, he read as follows : 

"HoNOtJRED 
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^ HaHotjRED Sir, 
*' I have called off my imagination a few mo- 
•« mcnts from the pleafures that furround me, 
to fix it upon objcfts that arc ftill more plcaf- 
ing, the dear little fire-fide at home. My fan- 
cy-draws that harmlefs group, as liftening to 
every line of this with great compofure. I 
view thofe faces with delight, which never felt 
«< the deforming hand of ambition or diftrefs I 
<« But, whatever your happinefs may be at home, 
*«'I am fure it will be fome addition to it, to, hear 
♦* that I am pcrfedly plcafed witlji my fituation, 
«« and every way happy here. 

"vOur regiment is Countermanded, and is not 
** to leave the kingdom ; the colonel, who pro- 
«* fcffes himfcif my friend,- takes me with him 
^^ to all companies where he is acquainted y and 
« after my firft tifit,. I generdly find myfelf re* 
«* ceived with inpreafed refpe£k upon repeating it. 
^« I danced laft night with Lady G ■■ ■ , and, 
•• could I forget you know whom, I might be 
^« perhaps fuccefsful. But it is my fate ftill to 
** remember others, while I am myfdf forgotten 
« by nioft of my abfent friends ; and in this num- 
*< b^r, I fear. Sir, that I muft , confidcr you j 
^^ for I have long expeSed the pleafure of a letter 
<^ from home, to no purpofe. ' Olivia ahd Sophia 
<* too, promifed to write, but feem to have for- 
«« gotten me. Tell them ^ they are two arrant 
<< little baggages, and that J am this moment in 
!« a moft violent. paffion with them ; yet ftill, I 
«< know not how, though I want to Mufter a littfe, 

%2 t'tnj 
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« my heart is refpondent only to fofter emotions* 
« Then tell them. Sir, that, after all, I love cbem 
" affeftionately, and be alTured of my ever re- 
*' maining 

« Your dutiful fon.** 

^< In all our miferies/' cried I, *' what thanks 
<< have we not to return, that one at lead of our 
** family is exempted from what we fuffer ? Hea- 
** ven be his guard, and keep myboy thus hap« 
*** py, to be the . fupporter of his widowed mo- 
** ther, and the father of thefe two babes, which 
<< is all the patr/mony I can now bequeath him. 
<< May he keep their innocence from the tempta- 
*< tions of want, and be their condudor in the 
" paths of hbpour/' I had fcarce faid thefe 
wordS) when a noife like that of a tumult, feem- 
ed to proceed from the prifon below i it died 
away foon after, and a clanking of fetters was 
heard along the paiTage that led to my apart- 
ment. ^ The keeper of the prifon entered, hold- 
ing a man alt bloody, wounded, and fettered wich 
th^ heavieft irons. I looked with compafGon on 
the wretch as he approached me^ but with hor- 
ror, when I found it was my own fon. ,'' My 
'*- George 1 My George! and do I behold thee 
'< thus? Wounded ! fettered I Is this thy happi- 
<* nefs I Is this the manner you return to me ! O 
<< that this fight. could break my heart at once^ 
«* and lei; me die l** 

** Where, Sir, is your fortitude ?** return- 
ed my foui with an intrepid voice. ^^ I muft. 

**fuffcri 
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«^fuffer; my life is forfeited, and l^t them 
« take it." 

I tried to reftrain my paffions for a few mi- 
nutes in filence; but I thought I ihould have 
died with the cflFort.— " O my boy, my heart 
'^ weeps to behold thee thus, and I cannot, can- 
** Apt help it. In the moment that I thought 
^< thee bleft, and prayed for thy fafety, to behoid 
^* thee thus again 1 Chained, wounded. And 
•* yet the death of the youthful is happy. But T 
^< am old, a very old man, and have lived to fee 
*• this day : to fee my children, all untimely 
*< falling about me, while I continue a wretched 
*^ furviver in the midft of ruin ! May all the curfes 
<' that ever funk a foul, fall heavy upon the mur- 
«* derer of my children. May he live, like me, 

cf to- fee '' 

. « Hold, Sir," replied my fon, " or I fhall 
^ blttih for thee. How, Sir, forgetful of your 
'^ Ag^> your holy calling, thus to arrogate the 
'^ pftice of Heaven, and fling thofe curfes up- 
•f ward, that muft foon dcfcend to cruih thy own 
" grey head with deftrufUon I No, Sir, let ft 
^ be your care now to fit me for that vile de^th 
<* I muft (hortly fuffer, to ar^n me with hope 
*^ and refolution, to give me courage to drink of 
'^ that bittemefs which muft fhortly be my por- 
<*tion.'^ 

*< My child, you muft not die. I am fure no 
** oflfencc^ of thine can dcferve fo vile a puniih- 
«* ment : my George could never be guilty of any 
^ crime tamake his anceftors afliamed of hijn.'* 

K3 "Mine, . 
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•' MinC) Sir,** returned my ion, •* is, I fear, 
'' an unpardonable one. "When I received my 
*i mother's letter from borne, I immediately came 
'* down, determined to punifh the betrayer of our 
^' honour, and fent him an order to meet me, 
*' which he anfwered, not in perfon, but by his 
^' difpatlhing four of his domefticks to feize me. 
^* I wounded one, who firft aflaulted me, and, I 

fear, defperately ; but the rcil made me their pri* 

foner. The cow;ard is determined to put the 
*' law in execution againft me : the proofs are un- 
'* deniable. I have fent a challenge ; and, as I 
^* am the firft tranfgreflbr upon the ftatute, I fee 
'^ no hopes of pardon« But you have often charm- 
'^ ed me with your leilbns of fortitude ; let me 
^' now. Sir, find them in your example.'' 

** And, my fon, you fliall find them. I am 
*^ pow raifed above this world, and all the'plea- 
.'^ iiires it can produce. From this moment, I 
'^ break from my heart all the ties that held it 
*< down to earth, and .w>ll prepare to fit us both 
^•* for eternity. Yes, my fon, I will point out 
*' the way, and my foul (hall guide yours in the 
' '* afcent, for we will take our flight together. I 
'' now fee, and am convinced yon can expe£i no 
*' pardon here ; and I can only exhort you to feek 
^^ it at that greateft tribunal, where we both&all 
** ftiortly anfwer. But let us not be niggardly 
*^ in our exhortation, but let all our fellow-pri- 
^' foners have a (hare. Good gaoler, let them be 
<< permitted to fland here, while I attempt to 
** improye them.'' Thus faying^ I made an efibrt 

ta 
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to rife from my ftraw^ but wanted -ftrength^ 
and was able only to recline againft the wall* 
Xhe prifoners aifembled according to my direo 
tions, for they loved to hear my counfel } my 
Ion and his mother fupported me on either fide : 
I looked and^faw that none were wanting, and 
then addreiTed them with the following exhorta- 
tion* 



CHAP. XXIX. 

The equal dealings of Pro^iJence detmfffirateJ ^tb 
regard to the happy and the miferahle here Mow* 
Thai^ from the nature of pleafure. and pain, the 
wretched muft be repaid the balance of their fuffer^ 
ings in the life hereafter* 

Tl^Y friends, my children, and fellow-fufFer- 
^^ ers^ when I refle£k on the diftribmion of 
good and evil here below, I find that much hag 
been given man to enjoy, yet ftill more to fuffer. 
Though we (hould examine the whole world, we 
fliall not find one man fo happy as4o have no-t 
thing left to wifli iot \ but we daily fee thou- 
sands, who, by fuicide^ ihow us they have nothing 
left to hope. In this life, then, it appears, that 
we cannot be entirely bleft \ but yet we may b^ 
completely miferable ! 

Why man fliould thus feel pain— why our 
vretcbednefs (hould be re^uifite in the forma* 

K 4 tion 
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tion of uniFcrfal felicity — ^why, when all oth^t 
fyftems arc made perfefk by the perfefltion of 
their fubordinate parts, the great fyftem fhoukl 
require, for its pcrfeftion, parts that are not on- 
ly fubordinate to others, but imperfeftvin them- 
lelTes ? Thefe are queflions that never can be ex- 
plained, and might be ufelefs, if known. On this 
fubjeft. Providence has thought fit to elude our 
curiofity, fatisiied with granting us 9nX)tive8 to 
confolation. 

In this fit nation, man has called in the friend- 
ly afliftance of philofophy 5 and Heaven, feeing the 
incapacity of that to confole him, has given him 
the aid of religion. The confolations of phi- 
lofophy arc very amufing, but often faHacious. 
It tells us, that life i? filled with comforts, if we 
will but enjoy them ; and, on the other hand^ 
that though we unavoidably have miferies here, 
life is (liort, and they will foon be over. Thus, 
do thefe confolations deftroy each other ; for, if 
life is a place of comfort, its ihortnefs mtift be 
xnifery ; and if itl)C long, our griefs are protraded. 
Thus, phitofopTiy is weak ^ but religion comforts 
in an higher ftrain. Man is here, it teHs us, 
fitting up his mind, and preparing it for another 
«ibode. When the good man leaves the body, 
and is all a glorious mind, he witliind he has been 
making himfelf a heaven of ha4>pinefs here j while 
the wretch that has been maimed and contaminat- 
ed by his vices, flirinks from his body with terror, 
and finds that he has anticipated the vengeance of 
Heaven. To religion then we muft hold, in every 

circumftance 
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drcumftance of Iife» for our trueflr comfort.; for^ 
if already we are bappy» it is a pleafure to tbink 
that we Can make that happinefs unending i and, 
if we are miferable, it is Tcry confoling to think 
that there is a place of reft. Thus, to the fortu- 
Date^ religion holds out a continuance of blifs ; to 
the wretched, a change from pain. 

But^ though religion is Tcry kind to all men^ 
it has promifed peculiar rewards to the unhappy; 
the fick, the naked, the houfelefs, the he^yy-* 
-laden, and the prifoner, have ever mcft frequent 
promifes in our facred law. The Author of our 
religion every whefeprofefies himfelf the wretch's 
friend, and, unlike the falfe ones of this world, 
faeftows all his careffes upon the forlorn..- The 
unthinking have cenfured this as partiality, as a 
preference, without merit to deferve it. But they 
never refled, that it is not in the power, even of 
Heaven itfelf, to make the offer of unceafing feli- 
city as great a gift to the happy as to the mifer- 
able. To the firft, eternity is but a fingle bleffing» 
fince, at moft, it but increafes what they already 
poflefs» To the latter, it is a double advantage ;. 
for it diminiihes their pain here, and rewards 
them with heavenly blifs hereafter. 

But Providence is, in smother refpe£b, kinder 
to the poor tfian the rich ; for as it thus makes 
the life after death more de&rable, fo it fmootha 
the paflage thither. The wretched have had a long 
familiarity with every face of terror. The man of 
forrows lays himfelf quietly down, without pof- 
feifiQns to regret^ and but few ties ta ilop his de-^ 

K5 parturej 
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parturo : he fccis only nature's pang in the £iiif 
feparation ; and this is no way greater tliaohe has 
crften fainted under before x for, after a certain 
degree of pain, every new breach that dc^h opens 
in the conftitution^ nature kindly covers with in^ 
fenfibility. 

Thus, Providence has given the wretched twa 
advantages over the happy in this life, greal;er fe- 
licity in dying, and in heaven all that fuperiority 
of pleafure which arifes from contrafted enjoy- 
ment. And this faperiority, my friends, i» no 
fmall advanuge, and feems to be one of the plea« 
fures of the poor man In the parable ; £or though 
he was already in heaven, and felt all the raptures 
it could give, yet it was mentioned, as an addition 
to his happinefs, that he had once been wretched, 
and now was comforted^ that he bad known 
vifhat it was to be miierabk, and now felt what 
it was to be happy. 

* ' ' Thus* my friends, you fee religion does^ wh^ 
philbfopby could never do : it (hows the equal 
dealings of Heaven to the happy and the unhap-' 
py, and levels all human enjoyments to nearly tjie 
fame ftandard ; it gives to both rich and poor 
the fame happinefs hereafter, and equal hopes to 
afpire after it. But if the rich have the advantage 
of enjoying pleafure here, the poor Jiave the end<# 
lefs fatisfafkion of knowing what it was once to 
be miferable^ when crowned with endle& felicity 
hereafter; and, even though tfaisihould be^called 
a fmall advantage, yet, being an eternal one, it 
muft make up by duration^ vr^at the temporal 
^ .. / ' bappineis 
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liappinefs of the great may have eicceeded by in-, 
tenfenefs. ^ 

Tbefe are therefore the confolations which the 
wretched have peculiar to themfelvesy and in 
which theylEtre above the reft of mankind ; in 
other pefpedS) they are below them. They wha 
would know fhe miferies of the poor, mud fee 
life, and endare it. To declaim on the temporal 
advantages they enjoy, is only repeating what 
none either believe or pra£tife. The ir. en who 
have the neceflaries of livingi are not poor ; and 
they who want tbem^^ mail be miferahle. Yes, 
my friendS) we muft be mlferable. No vain efr 
forts of a refined imagination can fboth the 
wants of nature, can give elaftick fweetpefs to' the^ 
tdank vapour of a dungeon, or eafp to the throb* 
bings of a brokoi heart. JLet the philofopher 
from hia couch of foftnefs tell us that we can re-- 
fift all thefe. Alas I the effort by which we re* 
fift theni) is ftiU the greateft pain ! Death is flight,, 
and any man may fuftain it ; but torments are 
dreadful, and thefe no man can endure. 

To us, then,, my friends, the promijfes of happi-- 
jiefs in heaven (hould be peculiarly dear ^ for, if 
Qur reward be in this life alone, we are then, in- 
.deed^ of all n^en the moil mifcrable. When I 
look round thefe gloomy walls, made to terrify^ 
as well Z9 to confine us ; this light, that only 
ferves to Ihow the horrors of the place 5 thole 
'fhackles that tyranny has impofed, or crime 
made neceflary ; when I furvey thefe emaciated^ 
looks> and hearthofe groans ^ O my -friends! wh^fe 

a g]oriou*& 
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a glorious exchange' would heaven be for thefei 
To fly through regions unconfined as air^ to baflc 
in the funfhine of eternal blif8> to carrol over end- 
lefs hymns of praife, to hare no mailer to threats- 
en or infult vs, but th^ form of Goqdnefa him*> 
felf for ever in our eyes ; when I think- of thefir 
things, death becomes the mefienger of very glad 
tidings 'f when I think of tbefe things, his (harped 
arrow becomes the ftaff of my fupport ; when I 
think of thefe thtnga, what is there in Ufe worth 
having I when I think of tbefe things, what is 
there, that ihould not be Ipurned away ? Kings in 
their palaces ihould groan for fuch advantages; 
but we^ humblisd a^ wc are« fliould yearn for 

them^ 

And (hall thefle things be ours? Ours they will 
certainly be, if we but try for them j and, wbatl^ 
a comfort, we are (hut out from many tempta- 
tions that would retard our purfurt. Only let us 
try for them, and they will certainly be^ours-^' 
and, what is ftill a comfort, fhortly too : for, if 
we look back on pad life, it appears but a very 
fliort fpan, and, whatever we may think of the 
reft of life, it will yet be found- of lefs duration : 
as we grow older, 1the days feem to growfeortcr, 
and our intimacy^ with time, ever leflens the per- 
ception of his ftay. Then ht us take comfort 
now, for we fhall foon be at our journey's end ^ 
we (hall (bon lay down the heavy burden laid by 
Heaven upon, us : and though death, the enlf 
friend of the wretched, for a little while mocks 
ih^ weary ttavcljer wiih the vicw^ and, like hia. 

hodzpi}^ 
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Ifbrizon, ffiU flies before him i yet the time ^U 
certainly a^nd (hortly come^ /when we ftall ceafe 
from our coil ^ when the luxurious great ones of 
the, world Ihall no more tsead us to the earth; 
when we (hall think wkh pleafure on our fuffer* 
ings below ; when Ve (hall be furrounded with 
all our friendSj or fuch as deferved our friend* 
fbip ; when our blifs ihall be unulterable^, uA 
itiUj to crown all, unending^ 



CHAP. XXX. 



Happier profpeBs begin ta appear* Let us be w^ 
Jlexibie, and fortune will at lafl ehangein ourfam 



tvtfr« 



TXT HEN I had thus finifhed, and aiy audiehce 
was retired, the gaoler, who was one of 
the mod humane of his profeffion, hoped I would 
not be difpkafed,; as what K^ did was but his 
dmyi obfervingy that he.muft be obliged to remove 
sny fon into a. iironger cell, but that be (hould be 
permitted to revific me every morning. I thank** 
ed him for bis clemency,, and, grafping my boy^ 
hand, bade him farewell, and be mindful of the 
great duty that was before him. 

I again therefore laid n^e down^ and one of 
sny little ones fat by my bed-fide reading, when 
|Ar.~J.enkinfoa entering! informed me that there 
wa& news of my daughter y for th^t (he was fpen 

by 
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by t peribn, itbout two hdurs before, in a ftrange 
"getttleman's company* and that they bad flopped 
at a neighbouring village for cefrefliment, and 
feemed as if returning to town. He bad fearer 
dklirered this news, when the gaoler came, with 
looks of hafte and pleafure, to inform me that my 
daughter was found. Mofes came running in, a 
noment after, crying out that his fitter Sophy 
was below, and coming up. with our old friend 
Mr. Burchell. 

Juft as he.delivered this news, my deareft girl 
entered, and, with looks ahnoft wild with plea- 
fure, ran to kifs me in a tranfport of affediion. 
Her motber^ tears and filence alfa ihowed her 
pleafiire— — ^'Here, papa,** cried the charming 
girl, •* here is thcLbrarc man to whom I owe my 
** delivery ; to this gentleman's intrepidity I am. 

•• indebted for my bappinefs and'fafety *^ 

A kifs fro^' Mr. Burchell, whofe pleafure feemed 
even greater than hers, interrupted what (he was. 
going to add. 

«' Ah, Mr, Burchell,** cried I, '* this is but a* 
•^ wretched habitation you now ^nd us in ^ and 
^ we are now very diiferent from what yo« laft 
." faw us. You were ever our friend : we have 
*« long difcovered our errors with regard to you, 
^' and repented" of our ingratitude. • After the 
<< vile ufage you then received at my hands, I am^ 
•« almoft aihamed to behold your face ; yet I hope 
«< you'll forgive me, as I was deceived by a bafe 
'<^ ungenerous wretch, who, under the mafic of 
«« friendfliip, Jias undone mtJ^* 

«* It 
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. «< It 18 impoffible/' replied Mr. BarcbeU, ^< that 
^* I (hoald forgiTe yo«f as you never deferved my 
^ refentment. I partly faw your delufion then^ 
<^ and, a5 it was out of my power to reftrain, I 
^' could only pity k." 

" It was etcr my conjefkare/' cried I, " that 
<< your niind was noble ; but now I find it fo. But 
f* tell me, my dear child, how haft thou beeii ref- 
<< lieytd, or who the ruffians were who carried, 
f* thee away ?" 

\ ** Indeed, Sir^** replied flic, ** as to the villain 

f^ who carried me off, I am yet ignorant. For 

^^ as my Mamma and I were walking out, he caii)e 

^< behind us,, and, almoft before I*copld caQTor 

*' help, forced me into the poft-chaife, and in an 

<* in&ant the borfes drove away. I met feveral 

^^ on tbe road^ to whokn I cried out for affiftance^; 

i< btti they drfregarded my intreaties. In thb 

.*V meantime, the ruffian himfelf ufed every art tb 

** binder me from crying out : he flattered and 

** threatened by turns, and fwore, that if I cori- 

** tinned but filent, be intended no harm. In the 

<* meantime, I ' bad broken the canvafs that he 

** had drawn up, and whom ihould I perceive it 

f* fome diftanee but our old friend Mr. Burctiell, 

«< walking alon^ with his ufual fwiftnefs, with 

^< the great ftick for which we ufed fo much to 

<< ridicule him. As foon as we came withiti 

•^* hearing^ I called out to him by name, and etf- 

<< treated his help-. I repeated my cxclamatiorfs 

•• feveral times ; upoti which, with a very loud 

/<:Voice| be bid tbe poAillioii fiop^ but the boy 

"took 
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f* took no notice, htt drore on with ftill greater 
*' fpeed. I now thought he could never overtake 
<* us, when, in lefs than a ^minute, I faw Mr. 
** Burchell come running up by the fide of the 
** horfeSy and with one blow knock the poftillion 
*< to the ground : the horfes, when he was fallen, 
^' foon ftopt of themfelves, and the ruffian ftep- 
*' ping out, with oaths and menaces, drew his 
^* [word, and ordered him at his peril to retire; 
^* but Mr. Burchell running up, (hivered hiis 
*< fword to pieces, and then purfued him for near 
^* a quarter of a mile \ but he made his efcape. 
<* .1 was at this time come out myfelf, willing to 
*< affift my deliverer ; but he foon returned to me 
^* in triumph. The poftillion, who was cecover- 
** ed, was going to make -his efcape too; but 
*< Mr. Burchell ordered him at his peril to 
.^*. mount again, and drive back to town. Find-- 
** ing it impoflible to refift, be- reludantly compli« 
** ed \ though the wound he had received, feem- 
,^* ed, to mp at leaft, to be dangerous. He con« 
<* tinued to complain of the pain as we drove a- 
*^ long, fo that he at laft excited Mr. Burchell*^ 
*< compaifion,. who, at my requeft, exchanged him 
,<* for another, at an inn where we called on our 
,•* return.'*^ 

** Welcome, then," cried I, ** my child 5 and 
<< thou,her gallant deliverer, a thoufand welcomes. 
" Though our cheer is but wretched, yet our 
**^ hearts are ready to receive you. And now, 
«* Mr. Burchell, as you have delivered my girl, 
5^ if you think her a recompence, £iie is youts ; if 



WAKEFIELD. .97 

'^ joik can fioop to an 'alliance ivith a family fo 
^* poor as mine, take her, obtain her confent, as 
•* I know you have her heart, and you have mine. 
** And let me tell you, Sir, that I give you no 
** fmall treafure } fhe has .been celebrated for 
** beauty, it is true ; but that is not my meaning, 
•• 1 give you up a treafure in her mind.** 

** But I fuppofe, Sir,** cried Mr. Burchcll, 
** that you are apprifed of my circumftances, and 
•* of my incapacity to fupport her as'flie de- 
"ferves?" 

** If your prefent objcflion,** replied I, " be 
** meant as an evafion of my offer, 1 defift : but I 
** know no man fo worthy to defcirve her as you ; 
** and, if I could give her thoufands, and thou- 
«* fands fought her from me, yet my honeft, brave 
<**Burchen, ftiould be my deareft choice." 

To all this, his filence alone feemed to give z 
mortifying refufal i and, without the lead reply to 
niy offer, he demanded if we could not be firr- 
jiiflied with refreiliments from the next inn ? To 
which being anfwered in the affirmative, he order- 
ed them to fend in the beft dinner that could be 
provided upon fuch (hort noticeu He befpoke af- 
fo a dozen of theh* beft wine, and fome cordials 
for me; adding, with a fmile, that he would ftretch 
a little for once, and, though in a prlfon, afferted 
he was never better difpofed to be merry, -fhe 
waiter foon made his appearance with preparations 
for dinner ; a table was lent us by the gaoler, who 
feemed remarkably affiduous j the wine was difpof- 
ed 
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ed in order, and two very well dreft diflies were 
brought in* 

My daughter had not yet heard of her poor 
brother's melancholy Gtuation, and we all feemed 
unwilling to damp her cheerfulnefe by the rela* 
tion. But it was in vain that I attempted to ap« 
pear cheerful ^ tbecircumftances of my unfortunate 
fon, broke through all efforts to diflemble i fo that 
I was at laft obliged to damp our mirth, by relat- 
ing his misfortunes, and wifhing that he might be 
permitted to (hare widi us in this little interval of 
fatisfaAion. After my guefts' were recovered from 
the conftemation my account had produced, I re- 
quefted alfo, that Mr. Jenkinfon, a fellow prifon^ 
er, might be admitted ^ and the gaoler granted my 
requeft, with an air of unufual fubmiilion. The 
clanking of iny fon's irons was no fooner heard 
along the paflage, than his fifter ran impatiently 
to meet him ; while Mr. Burchell, in the mean.« 
tlme^ afked me if my fon's name were George t 
to which, replying in the a£Eirmative, he dill con* 
tinned fileut. As foon as my boy, entered the 
room, I could perceive he regarded Mr. Burchell 
with a lookof aftoni(hment and reverence* *'Come 
«* on," tried I, " my fon j though we are fallen 
** very low, yet Providence has been pleafed to 
* ^' grant usibme fmall relaxation from pain* Thy 
<* fifter is reftored to us, and there is her deliverer : 
^< to that brave man it is, that I am indebted for 
•* yet having a daughter ; give him,, my boy, the 
^< hand of friendflbip j he defervea our warmeft 
<* gratitude.** 

.My 
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My ibn feemed all this while regardlefs of 
what I faidi and (liU continued fixed at refpefl- 
ful diftance* ■ " My dear brother/' cried 
his fifter, " why don^t you thank my good de- 
** liverer ? the hrave (hould ever love each o^ 
«thcr.^ 

He ftill continued bis filence and aftonifh- 
ment, till our gueft at laft perceived himfelf to be 
' known^ and, afluming all his native dignity, de« 
fired my fon to come forward. Never before 
had I feen any thing (o truly majeftick, as the air 
he aflumed upon this occaCon. The greateft ob- 
jtGt in the univerfe, fays a certain philofopher, ia 
a good man ftruggling with adverGty ; yet there lift 
ftili a greater, which is the good man that comes 
to relieve it. After he bad regarded my fon for 
fome tiipe with a fuperior air, *^ I again- find, 
faid he, *^ unthinking boy, that the fame crime-*-'*^ 
But here he was interrupted by one of the gaoU 
er's fervants, who came to inform us, that aperfon 
of didindion, who had drivep into town with a 
chariot and feveral attendants, fent his refpefls 
to the gentleman that was with us, and begged; 
to know when be fhould think proper to be wait* 
ed upon.-r-— " Bid the fellow wait," cried our 
gueft, *' till I {hall have leifure to receive him ; 
and then turning to my fon, ^* I again find, Sir, 
proceeded he, ^' that you are guilty of the fame 
** ofl^enpe for which you once had my reproof^ 
*' and for which the law is now preparing ht 
**jufteft puniffaments. You imagine, pcrhaps,^ 
y (h^t a contempt for your own lif^ gives you 

. •^ a right. 
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*• a right to take that of another : but where, 
'* Sir, is the difference between a duellift, who ' 
*' hazards a life of no value, and the murderer 
*« who ads with greater fecurity ? is it any drmi- 
** nution of the gamefter's fraud, when he alleges 
*-* that he has flaked a counter ?** 

*• Alas, Sir," cried I, ** whoever you arc, pity 
** the poor mifguided creature ; for, what he has 
** done, was in obedience to a deluded mother, 
•* who, in the bitternefs of her refentment, re- 
•* quired him, upon her blef&ng, to avenge her 
** quarrel. Here, Sir, is the Tetter, which will 
** ferve to convince you of her imprudence, and 
** dtminifh his guilt/* 

He took the letter, and haftily read it over. 
** This,** fays h^, ** though not a pcrfeft excufe, 
** is fuch a palliation of his fault, as induces me 
«• to forgive him* And now, Sir,*^ continued 
he, kindly taking my fon by the hand, ** I fee 
** you are furprifed at finding m^ here ; but I have 
<* often vifited prifons upon occafions lefs inte- 
** refling. I am now come to fee juftice done 
*' a worthy man, for whom I have the mpfl fin- 
** cere efleem. I have long been a dKguifed 
*« fpeftator of thy father's benevolence. I have, 
<< at his little dwelling, enjoyed refpeA unconta- 
^' minated by flattery ; and have received that hap* 
'^ pinefs that courts could not give, from the a- 
*' mufing fimplicity round his fire-fide. My ne- 
^* phew has been apprifed of my intentions of 
*^ coming here» and I find is arrived : it would be 
'* wronging him and you, to condemn him with- 
» ** out 
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^ out examination : if there be injury, there fliall 
** be redrefs ; and this I may fay, ^rithbut boaft- 
<< ing, that none have ever taxed the injuftice of 
^* Sir William TbornhilK" 

We now found the perfonage whom we had fo 
long entertained as an harmlefs amufing compa- 
nion, was ho other than the celebrated Sir WiU 
liam Thornhill, to whofe virtues and (ingularities 
fcarce any were (Irangers*. The poor Mr. Bur- 
cfaeU was in reality a man of large fortune and 
^reat iatereft, to whom fenates liftened Vfith ap- 
plaufe, and whom party heard with conviction; 
who was the friend of his country, but loyal to 
his king. My poor wife, recolle^ing her former 
familiarity, feemed to (brink with apprehenfion ; 
lut Sophia, who, a few moments before, thought 
him her own, now perceiving the immenfe di- 
ftance to which be was removed by fortune, was 
unable to conceal her tears. 

** Ah, Sir,*' cried my wife, with a piteous af- 
pcStf " how is it poffiblc that I can ever have 
<* your forgivenefs ? the flights you received from 
^' me the lad time I had the honour of feeing you 
<^ at our houfe, and the jokes which I audacjouf- 
«< ly threw out ; thefe jokes. Sir, I fear, can never' 
** 1)e forgiven!'* / 

«< My dear good lady,'*- returned he, with a 
fmile, ** if you had your joke, I had my anfwer : 
<< V\l leave it to all the company, if mine were 
<« not as good as yours. To fay the truth, I 
<* know nobody whom I am difpofed to be angry 
;<* with at prefent, but the fellow who fo: frighted 

r^ . ' - ''my 
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<* my little girl here* I had not even time to tt* 
^< amine the rafcaPs perfon, fo as to defcribe him 
•* in an adfertifement. Can you tell me, Sophia^ 
*' my dear, whether you fhould know him again ?** 
^ Indeed* Sir,** replied fhe,- ** 1 can*t be pofi* 
^* rive i yet now I recoiled he had a largfe mark 
<* over otie of his eye-brows.** ** I afk pardon, 
*• Madam*** interrupted Jcnkinfoti, who was by, 
^< but be fo good as to inform me, if the fellow 
*< wore his own red hair ?•*—** Yes, I think fo,** 
cried Sophia.—" And did your Honour,** conti- 
nued he, turning to Sir William, «* obferve the 
** length of his legs ?'* — ^** I can*t be fure of their 
<« length," cried the Baronet, ** but I am con- 
•< vinced of their fwiftnefs } for he out-ran me> 
**. which is what I thought fen^ men in tlie king- 
•* dom could have done.*'——" Pleafe your Ho* 
«< nour,'* cried Jenkinfon, «* 1 know the man* 
** it is certainly the fame ; the beft runner in 
** England 5 he has beaten Pinwire of Newcaftle t 
** Timothy Baxter is his name j I know him per- 
«* feftly, and the very place of his retreat this 
** moment. If your Honour will bid Mr. Gaoler 
«* let two of his men go with me, Pll engage to 
«* produce him to you iri an hour at fartbeft." 
Upon this, the gaoler was called, who inftantty 
appearing, Sir William demanded if he knew 
him ? " Yes, pleafe your Honour,'* replied the 
••gaoler, I know Sir William Thomhillwell; 
« and every body that knows any thing of him, 

«< will defire to know more of him.'* ^** Well, 

^ then," faid the Baronet, " my rcqueft is, that 

•• you 
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«» you will permit this man and two of your fcr* 
*< vants to go upon a meflage, by my authority § 
** and, as I am in the commiffion of the peaces I 
** undertake to fecurc you.**— — -*< Your promife 
** h ftifficicnt,** replied the other j **'andyou may, 
•*- at a minute's wammg, fend them over Eng* 
^' Jand, whenever your Honour thinks fit.^ 

In purfuance of the gaoler's compliance, Jen« 
Idnfon was difpatched in fearch of Timpthy Bax« 
ter, while we were amufed with the afliduity of 
our youngeft boy Bill, who had juft^ come in^ 
and climbed up to Sir William'« neck in order 
to kifs him. His mother was immediately go- 
ing to chaftife his familiarity ; but the worthy 
man prevented her ; and taking the child, all 
ragged as he was, upon his knee, ^ What, Bill^ 
*• you chubby rogue," cried he, ** do you re* 
^* member your old friend Burchell ? and Dick, 
*• too, my honeft veteran, arp you here ? you 
** (hall find 1 have not fofgot you.** So faying, 
he gave each a large piece of gingerbread, 
which the poor fellows eat very heartily, as they 
had got that morning but a v^ry fcanty brcakfaft. 

We now fat down to dinner, which was aN 
moft cold J but previoufly, my arm ftill conti- 
nuing painful. Sir William wrote a prefcription, 
for he had made the ftudy of phyfick his amufe- 
nient, and ^ras more than moderately (killed in 
the profeffion : this being fent to an apothecary 
who lived in the place, my arm was drcflcd, ^nd 
t found almoft inftantaneous relief. We were 
'wwtcd upon at dinner by the gaoler himfelf, who 

was 
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was willing to. do our gueft all the honour in~ bia 
power. But before we had well dined, another 
meflage was brought from his nephew, defiring 
permifSon to appear, in order to Tindicate hi§ in- 
nocence and honour; with which requeft the Ba- 
ronet complied, and defired Mr. Thornhill to be 
introduced. 



CHAP. XXXI. 

Tormer benevoUnce now repaid with unexpeBed 

intereft. 

MR. Thornhill made his entrance with a 
Tmile, which he fddom wanted, and was 
going to embrace his uncle, which the other re- 
pulfed with an air of difdain. ** No fawning, 
•* Sir, at prefcnt," cried the Baronet, with a 
look of feverity : " the only way to my heart, is 
*< by the road of honour \ but here I only fee 
*< complicated inflances of ifalfliood, cowardice, 
'< and oppreflion. How is it. Sir, that this poor 
•* man, for whom I know you profeiTed a friend- 
<' (hip, is ufed thus hardly ? His daughter 
^' vilely feduced, as a recompence for his hof- 
/* pitality, and he himfelf thrown into a pri- 
•* fon, perhaps but for rcfenting the infult ? 
^< His fon, too, whom you feared to face as a 

" man^ '' 

" Is it poDible, Sir,** interrupted his nephew^ 
<^ that my uncle could obje£t that as a crime, 

^^ which 



WAKEFIELD- 105 

*< which his repeated inftru^lions alone have per« 
^ fuaded me to avoid i*^ 

'« Your rebuke,^ cried Sir William, « ts jiift ; 
*< you have a£ted> in this inftance, prudently and * 
y well) though not quite as your father would 
<< have 4one : my brother, indeed^ was the« foul 
•* of honour: but thou— *— yes, you have aded- 
<* in this inftance pcrfc£kly right, and it has my 
« warmeft approbation.** 

•< And I hope," faid his nephew, , «* that the 
<« reft of my condud will not be found to de- 
** fcrve. cenfure. I appeared, Sir, with this gen- 
<< tleman's daughter at fome places of publickr 
* amufement : thus, what was levity, fcandal 
*^ called by a harflier name \ and it was reported 
<< that I had debauched hef. I waited on her 
" father in perfon, willing to clear the thing to 
*< his fatisfat^ioii, and he received me only with 
*• infult and abufe. As for the reft, with regard 
« to his being here, my attorney and ftewarS 
<« can beft inform you, as I commit the manage- 
*« ment of bufinefs entirely to them. .If he ha»' 
•* contrafted debts^ and is unwilling, or even un- 
<< able to pay them, it is theit bufinefs to proceed 
^f'in this manner; and I fee no hardfhip or in- 
<^ juftice in purfuing the moft legal means of re« 
** diefs.'' 

<* If this," cried Sir William, ** be as you 

^ have ftated it, there is nothing unpardonable 

<' in your offence; and though your condu£): 

« might have been more generous, in. not fuffer- 

VoL. II. . L . « ing 



io6 THE VICAR OrP 

<< ing this gentleman to be opprefled by (ubordi* 
«*^ natc tyranny, yet it has been at Icaft equitable.*** 

.<< He cannot contradid a fingle particular,^ 
replied the Squire } ^ I defy him to do fo ; and 
" fevcral of my fervants are ready to atteft what? 
" I fay. TbuS| Sir," continued he,, finding that 
I was filerit, fbr» in 49/$^ I could not contradifif 
hini) ** thu8» Sir,, my own innocence is vindi* 
<< cated \ but though, at your entreaty, I ant 
*' ready to forgive this gentlemao every Other of- 
<* fence, yet his attempts to leflen me in your e* 
*< deem, excite a refentmentthat I cannot govern ; 
*^ and this, too, at a time when his fon was ac- 
<< tually preparing, to take away -my life : this, I 
*' fay, was fucb guilt, that I am determined to 
<< let the law, take its courfe* I have here the 
<^ challenge that was fent me, and two witnefles 
'^ to prove, it; one of my fejnvants has been 
^* wounded dangeroufly ; and even though my 
<^ uncle himfelf fhould difTuade me, which I know 
^* he will not,. yet I will fee publick juftice done, 
V^ and he (hall fuflFer for it/* 

** Thou;monfter,'* cried my wife, ** haft thou 
** not had vengeance enough already, but muft 
«* my poor boy feel thy cruelty ? I hope that 
** good Sir William wiU protect us.} for my fon 
<' is as innocent as a child ; I am fure he is, and 
•* never did harm to man.*' 

•* Madam,** replied the good man, *^ your 
<^ wiflies for bis &fety are not greater than mine ; 
<* but 1 am forry to find his guilt too plain i and* 
f < and if my nephew pcrfifts— ** But thfe appear- 
ance 
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toCe of Jenkinfon and the gaoler's two fervants 
now called oflF our attention, who entered, haul-' 
ing in a tall man, very. genteelly dreflcd, and an*' 
fwefing tlie defcription already given of the ruf- 
fian who had carried off my daughter.—" Here,*^ 
cried Jenkinfon^ pulling him in, " here we have 
^' him \ and if ever there was a candidate for 
** Tyburn, this is one.*' 

The moment Mr. ThornhiU perceived the pri^ 
foner, and Jenkinfon, who had him in cuftody, 
he feemed to flirink back with terror. His face- 
became pal& with confcious guilt, and he would 
have withdrawn j but Jenkinfon, who perceived 
his defign, flopped him.— »^* What, Squire," cried 
he, ** arc you alhamed of yOur two old acquaint-^' 
** ances, Jenkinfon and Baxter ? But this is the 
*• way that all great men forget their friends, 
** thou]gh I am rcfolved we will not forget you. 
•^ Our prifoner, plieafe your Honour,*' continued 
he, turning to Sir William, " has already con- 
*^ feffed all. This is the gentleman reported td 
*^ be fo dangeroufly wounded. He declares, that 
** it was Mr. ThornhiU who firft put him upon 
^^ this affair \ that he gave him the clothes he 
^ now wears, to appear like a gentleman,, and fur^* 
^* niflied him with the pbft-chaife. The plan vrai 
** laid between them, that he (hould carry off the 
«* young lady to a place of fafety, and that* there 
^ he (hould threaten and terrify her; but Mr. 
** ThornhiU was to come in, inthe mea^time^ 
" as if by accident, to her refcue, arid that they 
y ihould fight a while, an^then he was to run* 

hz ««0ff5 
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** off'f by which Mr. Thornhill would h&Ve the 
** better opportunity of gaining her affe&ions 
<< himfelf, under the charadler of her defender." 

Sir William remembered the coat to have been 
frequently worn by his nephew ; and all the reft 
the prifoner himfelf confirmed by a more circum- 
ftantial account ; concluding, that Mr. Thorn- 
hill had often declared to him, that he was in love 
with both fiilers at the fame time,. 

" Heavens," cried Sir William, ** what a vi- 
*' per have I been foftering in my bofom ! And 
*^ fo fond of publick juftice too as he feemed to 
<< be I But he (hall have it : fecure him, Mr. 
*< Gaoler i — ^yet hold ; I fear there is not legal e« 
<^ vidence to detain him." * 

Upon this, Mr. Thornhill, with the utmoft 
humility, entreated, that two fuch abandoned 
wretches might not be admitted as evidences a- 
gainft him, but that his fervants (hould he exa- 
mined. — " Your fervants !*' replied Sir William, 
** wretch, call them yours no longer : but come, 
<* let us hear what thofe fellows have to fay ; let 
•* his butler be called.'* 

When the butler was introduced, he foon per- 
ceived, by his former matter's looks, that all his 
power was now over. ** Tell me,** cried Sir 
William, ftemly, ** have you ever feep your ma- 
** fter, and that fellow drefled up in his clothes, in 
** company together ?** ^* Yes, pleafe your Ho- 
« nour,'' cried the butler, ^< a thoufand timies : he 
<< was the man that always brought him his la- 
Jfdics*'*— ~" How," interruf ted . young Mr. 

Thornhill, 
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Thornbill, « this to my facer' « Yes,** re- 

plied the butler, *',or to any man's face. To tell 
*^ you a truth, Mr. Thornhill, I never either loved 
*' you, or liked you ; and I dpn't care if I tell you 
** now a piece of my mind." — — ** Now then," 
crie4 Jenkinfon, *' tell his Honour whether you 
** know any thing of mc."— — ** I can*t fay," 
replied the butler, ** that I know much^good of 
^* you. The night that gentleman's daughter 
** was deluded to our ho^fe, you were one of 
« them.". — -« So then," cried Sir William, «' I 
•* find you have brought a very fine witnefs to 
^ prove ybur innocence : thou ftain to humani- 
^^tyf to aflbciat;e wilh ftch wrerchest But,^ 
(continuing his examination), " you tell me, Mr. 
«* Butler, that this was the pcribn who brought 

** him this old gentleman's daughter." ^** No, 

•* pleafe your Honour," replied the butler ; " he 
V did not bring her, for the Squire himfelf under- 
^^ took that bufinefs j but he brought the prieft 

** that pretended to marry them." ** It is but 

" too true," cried Jenkinfon j ** I cannot deny 
*^ it ; that was the employment afiighed me ; 
** and I confefs it, to my confufion." 

** Good heavens ! " exclaimed the Baronet, 
•* how every new difcovery of his villany alarms 
*' me ! All his guilt is now too j)Uin ; and I find 
'* his prefent profecution was di£):ated by tyran- 
** ny, cowardice, and revenge. At my requeft, 
*^ Mr. Gaoler, fet this young officer, now your 
*• prifoner, free, and truft to me for the cohfe* 
f ^ quences. ril make it my bufinefs to fet the 

L 3 5* affair 
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." affair in a proper light to my friend, the magf- 
<< ftrate vho has committed him. But, ivhere is 
*« the unfortunate young lady herfclf i Let her 
** appear, to confront this wretch ; I long to know 
" by what arts he has feduced her. Entreat her 
•* to come in > . Where is (he ?" 

" Ah, Sir,'' faid I, " that qucflion ftings me 
** to the heart : 1 was once, indeed, happy in a 
•' daughter ; but her miferies - ■ ■ " Another 
interruption here prevented me^ for, who (hould 
make her appearance but Mifs Arabella Wilmot^ 
who was next day to have been married to Mr* 
Thornhill. Nothing could equal her furprize at 
leeing oif w laiani wu iiiS n«pii6W here before 
ber ; for h^r arrival was quite accidental. It 
happened, that (he and the old gentleman her fa- 
ther were pailing through the town, on their way 
to her aunt's,' who had inftfted, that her nuptiab 
with Mr. Thornhill (hould be confummated at her 
houfe J but (lopping for rcfre(hm€ht, they put up 
at an inn at the other end of the town. It 
was there from the window that the young lady 
happened to obferve one of my little boys play- 
ing in the (Ireet ; and inftantly fending a footman 

'to bring the child to her, (he learned from him 
Ibme account of our misfortunes ^ but was (lill 
kept ignorant of young Mr. ThornhilFs being the 
caufe. Though her father made feveral remon- 
ftrances on the impropriety of going to a prifon to 
vifit us, yet they were ineffedlual ; (he dc(ired the 

' child to conduA her ; which he did ; and it was. 
thus (he furprized us at a juncture fo uncxpedled. 



Wakefield. m 

Nor can I go on, withoot a reile£Hon pn thofe 
Accidental meetings, which, though they happen 
cverjr 4^7) feldom excite oar furprize bat upon 
fonie extraordinary bccafion. To what a for- 
tuitous concurrence do we not owe every pleafure 
and convenience of our lives ? How many feem* 
ing accidents mud unite before we can be clothed 
or fed ? The peafant muft be difpofed to labour, 
the (bower muft fall, the wind fill the merchant's 
fail, or numbers muft want the ufual fupply. ' 

We all continued filent for fome moments^ 
^hile my charming pupil, which was the name I 
generally gave this young lady, united in her 
looks companion and aftonilhment, which gave' 
Tnew finiAiings to her beauty. ** Indeed, my dear 
** Mr. Thomhill,'* cried (he to the Squire, who, 
4hc fuppofed, was come here to fuccour, and not 
to opprefs us ; ^' I take it a little unkindly, that 
^* you flK>uId come here without me, or never in- 
^* form me^oPthe fituation of a family fe dear to 
'^ us both : you know i ihould take as much plea- 
•• fure in contributing to the relief of my reverend 
*• old mafter here, whom I (hall ever efteem,' as 
*' you can. But I (ind, that, like your. uncle, yoa 
^* take a pleafure in doing good in fccret/* 

** He find pleafure in doing good!** cried Sir 
William, interrupting her. •^ No, my dear ; his 
** pleafures are as bafe as he is. You fee in him^ 
^^ Madam, as complete a villain as ever difgraced 
" humanity. A wretch, who, after hcving de- 
•* luded this poor man*s daughter, after plotting 
^' a^ainft the innocence of her £fter, has throwii 
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** the father into prifooi and the eldefli (bn iht« 
^^ fetters, becaufe he bad courage to face his be- 
** trayer. And give me leave, Madam, now to 
'^ congratulate you upon an efcape from the em- 
" braces of fueh a monftcr.** 

" O g.oodnei"s," cried the lovely girl, " how 
'^ have I been deceived ! Mr^ThornbiU inform- 
<* ed me for certain, that this gentleman'3 eldeft 
*^ fon, Captain Primrofe, was gone off to Ameri- 
** ca with his new-married lady.'* 

** My fwceteft Mifs,*' cried my vsrife, " he has 
'^ told you nothing but falfehoods. My foa 
^' George never left the kingdom, nor never was 
*' married. Though youhave foriaken him^he has 
*^ always loved you too well to think of any bodf 
'^ elfe \ and I have heard him fay^ he would die a 
** bachelor for your fake/* She then proceeded t« 
expatiate upon the fincerity of her fon's paiEon-s 
fhe iet his duel with Mr. Thoi;nhi]l' in a proper 
light *, from theace iKe made a rapid digreffion to 
the Squire's debaucheries, his pretended mar- 
riages, and <nded with a moft.infuUiog. pldiure oi 
jhis cowardice. 

** Good heavens I " cried Mife Wilmot, " how 
** very near have I been to the brink of riiin! 
^^ But how great is my pleafure to have efcaped 
<< it ! Ten thoufand faUehoods has this gentleman 
'* told me ! He had at lad art enough to perfuad« 
<* me, that my f>romife to the only man I efteem- 
^^ ed, wa^ no ionger binding, fince he had been 
<''unfaith/ul. By his falfehoods, I was taught 
^^tp deteft one equally brave and generous." 
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But| by this time, nfiy ton was freed from the 
incumbrances of juAkCi as the perfon fuppofed 
to be wounded was detedled to be an impoftof ^ 
Mr. JenkinfoQ alfo, who had a£led as his ya- 
let de chambre, had drefled up his hair^ and 
fumilhed him with whatever was neceflary to 
make a genteel appearance. He now, there* 
tore, entered, ^handlbmely drefled in his regi- 
mentab ; and, without vanity, (for I am above 
it), he appeared as handfome a fellow as ever 
wore a ptiilitary drefs* As he entered^ he made 
Mifs Wilmot a ' modeft and diftant bow, for he 
was not as yet acquainted with the change whicK 
the eloquence of his mother had wrought in hi» 
favour. But no decorums could reftrain the im- 
patience of his,blu(hing miflrefs to be forgiven* 
Her te^rs, her looks, all contributed to difcover 
the real feniations of her heart, for having forgot- 
ten her former promife, and having fufiered her-* 
felf to be dehideci by aii impoftor. My ion ap- 
peared amazed at her condefcenfion,, and could 
fcarce believe it real. ■ ** Sure, Madam,'* 
cried he, ^* this i& but delufion ! 1 cacn never have 
</ merited this I To be bled thus, is to be too hap* 
«« py.*'— « No, Sir,'' replied (he, «'l have bee» 
*^ deceived^ bafely deceived, elfe nothing could 
" have ever made me unjuft to my promife. Yoa 
<^ know my friendfhip; you have long ki)pwn it;. 
*< but forget what I have done, and„ as you once 
** had my warmed vow&of coB(Uncy> you. fball 
*j now have: them repeated ^ and be aiTured, that: 
^ if your Arsibella cannot be your^^. (be. (ball ne-* 
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*!* vcr be anothcrV* *^ And no other's yotfc 

M fliJl be,'' cried Sir Willi^, '< if 1 have any 
•^ influence with your father/* 

This hint was. fufficient for my fon Mofes^. 
who immediately flew to the inn where the old 
gentleman was^ to inform him of every ctrcum* 
ftanee that had happened. But, in the mean timey. 
the Squire perceiving that he was on every fide 
tindone, now finding that no hopes were left 
from flattery or dtflimuhtioni concluded, that his: 
wifcft way would be lo tarn and face his purfuers.. 
ThtzSi laying afide alL (hanie, he appeared the 
open hardy villain. •* I find, then,"' cried he^^ 
^ that I am to expe£t no jiillice here ; but I ani:, 
•* refolvcd it (hall be done me.. Yt)u fliall know^, 
^ Sir," turning to Sir William,^ I am no longer- 
" a poor dependant upon your favours., I fcora-. 
•* them. Nothing can keep Mifs Wilmot's for**. 
^ tunc from me, which, I thank her father's af-- 
*^ fiduity, is pretty large. The articles, and a 
^ bond for her fortune, arc figi^ed, and fafe in! 
♦' my poflcffipn. It was her fortune, not hcrpcr- 
*f fon, that induced me to wifli for this match ;, 
♦* and, pofiiBifed of the one, let who will take the : 
*f other.** 

This was an alarming blow : Sir William was? 
fenfible of the juftice of his claims, for he had 
been inftrumental in drawing up the marriage- 
articles himfelR Mifs Wilmot, therefore, per- 
ceiving that her foitune was irretrievably loft, 
turning to my fon, fee aflced, if the lofs of for- 
t^^e cpuJ4 l^fliPQ ber. value to bimv (< Though 

♦^fprtunc,^ 
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^ fortune,* faid flic, " is out of my power, at 
•« lead I have my hand to give.** 

« And that, Madam,** Cried her real lover^, 
« was indeed all that you ev^r had to- give ; at 
^ leaft all that I ever thought Worth the accept- 
•* ance. And I now protcft, my Arabella, b^ 
*• all that's happy, your want of fortune this mo- 
** ment increafes my plcafure, as it ferves to con- 
« vince my fweet girl of my fmcerity.** ^ 

Mr. Wjlmot now entering,, be feemed not 
a little pleafed at the danger his daughter had 
juft cfcaped, and readily confented to a dlflblu- 
tion of the match* But finding that her fortune^ 
Which was fecured to Mr. Thornhill by bond^ 
would not be gWen up, nothing could exceed 
his difappointmcnt^ He now faw that his -mo- 
ftey muft all go to enrich one who had no for- 
tune of his owrik He could bear his being a rac- 
ial ; but to want an equivalent to his daughtcr*s> 
fortune was wormwood •. He fat^ therefore^ ^ for 
fome minutes, employed in the moft mortifying , 
Peculations, till Sir William attempted to Jcffcu 
his anxiety.-- — -* I muft confcfs. Sir,** cried he>, 
•* that your prefeht difiippbihtment does not en- . 
^* tirely; difpleife me. Your immoderate paf- 
^ fiOft for wealth, is now juftly puhifhed. But,., 
'* though the young lady cannot be rich, (he 
•^ {he has ftill a cdmpetencc fufBcient to give con- 
^ tent. Here you fee an honeft young foldier,,. 
^ who is -tvilling to take her Without fortune y 
•*thiy have long longed each other; aiid for the 
•^ fritndlhrp I.bcar bis father, inyintereft ftiall; 
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<< not be wanting in his proAiption, Leave,, then J 
** that ambition which difappoint^ you, and foii 
*' once admit that happinefs whicK courts your 
^ acceptance?' * 

•' Sir William," replied the old geatleman^ 
** be affured I nqver yet forced Ber inclinations^ 
. '^ Bor will I now. If (he ftiU continues to Iovq 
^ thi^. young gentleman, let her haTe him, wicU 
^ all mj h^art. There id ftijl], thank. Heaven> 
^ fpmc fortune left, and your prpmife will make 
^< It fpraetbing mor^. Only let my ok^ friend 
^ here (meaning me) give mq a, promife of fet« 
V tling fix tkoufand pounds upon my girl,^ if e«. 
<' ver he (hould come to his fortune, and I an^ 
** ready this night to.be.thp ^.ft to join, them to> 
"gcther.*'^ ' ' . - 

As it now remained with mQ to- make the* 
young couple happy, I readily gav.e a promife o? 
making the fettjement, he required^ which, to 
one who had fuch little ej^e^lations^ as I,, was nou 
great fayour« We hadnQw ^her^forje the fs^tisfac- 
tion of feeing them fly into each other's arms in 
a tranfport. *^ After all my qnisfortunes,'^ cried 
my fon George, ** to be thus rewarded!: Surq 
*^^ this is more tl)sin I, could ever have prefi^med 
** to hope for^. To be ppflfeflcd of all thai^s goodj, 
** and afttfr. fuch an interval of pain ! My warm- 
•* eft wiflies could never rife to high !'' — ** Yes, 
i* my George," returned his loyely bride, *^ now 
<< let the wretch take my fortune;, finceyou^are 
^' happy without it, fo am L O what an ex<* 
y change have I made^ frona the bgfelt of men» 
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« to the deateftj^ beftl-— I^ct hipa enjoy our for^ 

> ^* tune ; I now can be happy even in indigence/' 

^' And I promife you/' cried the Squire, with a 

malicioud gtin, *' that I fhall be very happy with 

<* wliat you dcfpift.'* — ' " Hold, hold> Sir/^ 

cried Jeokinfon^ *^ these are two words to that 
** bargaiu* As for that iadyV foctune, Sir^ you 
** {hall never touch a fiugle ftiver of it.. ^ Pnay your 
•* Honour/' continued he to Sir William^ ** can - 
^^ the Squire have this lady's fortune if hebemac*^ 
<* ried tp another ?" " How can you make fuel) 
** a fimple demand 2" replied the baronet ; " un- 
f* doubtedly he cannot."^^ ** I am forry for that," 
C< led Jenkinfon ;, ** for as this gentleman and I 
** have been old fellow-lportcrs,. I have a friend* 
** (hip for hijm.. But I mud declare,, well as I 
** love him, that hi& contra£t is not worth a to* 
•* bacco-ftopper,, fpr he h married already."-— 
«< You lie, lik^ a rafcal,"^ returned the Sq^uire, 
who feemed roufcd by this infult } ** I never was 

•* legally married to any woman." <f In- 

*• deed, hogging your Honour's pardon,'* replied 
'the other, " you were; and I hope you will 
<« (how a proper return of frjiendfhip to yoor own 
«< honeft Jenkinfon, who brings you a wife, and^ 
•* if the company reftrain their curiofity a few 
** minutes, they (haJl fee her/^ .So faying, he 
went off with his ufual celerity, and left us all 
unable to. form any probable conjeQure as to 
his defign.-^ — '** Ay, let him go," cried the 
3auire, " whatever elfe I ipay hj^v.e done, I de- 

. ' .' ■ . • ""^ 
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« f 7 him there. I am too old now to be frighten^ 
•* cd with fquibs." 

*« I am farprtfed,'' faid the Baronet, '< what 
^ the fellow can intend by this. Some low piece 
** of humour, I fuppofe ?* * ■** Perhaps, Sir,**^ 
Mplied I, ^ he may baye a more ferious mean- 
M ing. For, when we refleA oo the various 
** fchcmes this gentleman has laid to feduce in- 
^ nocence^ perhaps fome one, more artful than the 
^ reft, has been found able to deceive him. When 
u we confider what number^ he has ruined, how 
^ many parents now fed with anguiih the infa- 
f^ my aiid ^e contamination which he has brought 
^ into their families, it would not furprize me, it 
•* fome one of them-^— Amazement ! Do I fee 
^ my loft daughter 1 Do I bold her ! It is, it i^ 
«^ my life, my happinefs. I thought thee loft,^ 
«' my Olivia, yet ftill I hold thee-— — ^and fiill 
«< thou fhalt live to blcfs me ? . T he warmeft 
tranfports of thefondeft lover,^ were not greater 
than mine, when Ifa^y him introduce my child,, 
and held my daughter in my arms, whofe filence 
only fpokc her raptures. " And art thou re-. 
^ turned to me, my darling," cried I, *^ to be 
^ my comfort in age i" That flie is,* cried 
T^nldnfbn, *J and make much of her, fpr (he is, 
M your own honourable; child, and as honeft a^ 
CI woman as any in the whole room> let the other 
t* be who (he wiH* And as for you. Squire, as- 
*f invfi as you (land there, this young lady is 
«< yquriawful wedded wife. And, to C0nvincc 
«. you that I f{>eak notbipg but truth, here is the. 

^•Ucencib 
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^ ccncc by which you were married together.*^ 
So faying, he put. the Hcence into the BaronetV 
hands, who read it^ and found it perfe£^ in every 
refpeft- •* And nosr, gentlemen,* continued he, 
•^ I find you are furpri^ed at all.this ; but a fe#> 
** words wiU explain thc^ difficulty. That there^ 

V Squire of renown, for whom 1 have a greats 
** friendlhip, but that's between ourfelves, has. 
•^ often employed me in doing odd little thingjS.. 
<^ for him» Among the reft, he eonimiflioned 
«« me to procure him a fsilfe licence, and a falfe 

V prieft, in or<ter to deceive this young lady*^ 
^^ But,, as I was very much his friend, what didi 

¥ I do, but went and got a true licence and a 
^ true prieft^ and married them both as faft a$. 
*^ the cloth could make them. Perhaps you^ll; 
^ think it was generofity that made me do att. 
^ this. But no. To my ihame I confefs it,' my 
** only defign was to keep the licence, and let the 
•« Squire know, that leould prove it upon him. 
«* whenever I thought proper, and fo make him; 
•* come down . whenever I wanted money."* A 
burft of pl^afure now fecmed to fill' the whole 
srpartment *^ our j^y reached even to the com^ 
mon room, where th^prifonei8thc.mfel yes fympaf^ 
4iized, 

^ Andjbook their, chaihs 

In iranfport. and. rude harmonyy^ 

Happinefs was expanded upon ^ very fice^ and' 
t^en 01ivii*s cheek fcemed flufhcd witii pleafurc.. 
To be thus rcftarc<t,to.TCgttt?(tion, to friends, and* 

fpJJtUUCt^ 
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fbrtimcy at once, was a rapture fufficient to ttof 
the progrefs of decay, and reftore former healtb 
and Tivacity. But, perhaps, among all, there 
was not one who felt fincerer 'pleafure than L 
Still holding the dear loved child in my arms, I 
aiked my hearty if tbefc tnmfports were not de- 
lufion i '^ How could you^" cried I, turning to 
Mr. Jenkinfon, *' how could you add to my mi- 
** feries, by tfie.ftory of her death ? But it mat- 
'*^ ters not } my pleafure at finding her again, is 
'* more than a recompence for the pain.*^ 

<< As to your queftion^^ replied Jenkififon^, 
«• that is eafity aafwcred. I thought the only 
«< probable means of freeing you from prifo^^ 
<* was by fubmitting to the Squire, and eoafdnt* 
'* ing to his marciage with the other young lady. 
<« But thefe you had vowed never to grant, while- 
<< your daughter was living » ther^ was therefore 
*< no other method to bring things to bear, but 
^* by perfuading you that (he was dead. I pre-> 
^< vailed on your wife to join in the deceit } and 
<< we have not had a fit opportunity of undeceiv* 
** ing you till now..** 

. In the whole afiembly, now, there only appear*^ 
ed two faces that did not glow with tranfport.. 
Mr. TKornhiirs aflurance had entirely fotfakea 
him : be now faw the gulf of infamy and want 
before him, and trembled to take the plunge.. 
He therefore felt on his knees before his uncle* 
s^nd, in a voice o£ piercing mifery, implored com- 
paflion. Sir William was going ,to fpurn him. 
vnf^X* ^"^» at my i:c<iucft, he raifcdhim^ and^ 
, * aJEtcc- 
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after paufing a few moments, ** Thy vices, ^ 
" crimes, and ingratkude/' <:ricd be, ** defer?e 
** no tendernefs ; yet, thou (halt not be entirely 
** forfaken ; a bare competence (hall be fupplied, 

to fupport the wants of life, but not its follies. 

This young lady, thy wife, (hall be put in pof- 
** fefiion of a third part of that fortune which 
*^ once was thine, and from her tendernefs alone 
** thou art to expe£l any extraordinary fupplies 
" for the future." He was going to exprefs his 
gratitude for fuch kindnefs in a fet fpeech ; but 
the Baronet prevented him, by bidding him not 
dggcavate his meannefs, which was already but 
too apparent. He ordered him at the fame time 
to begone, and from^all his former domefticks 
to choofe one, fuch as he (hould think properji 
which was all that (hould be granted, to attend 
him. 

As foon as he left us. Sir William very polite- 
ly ftept up to his new niece with a fmile, and 
wiQied her joy. His example was followed by 
Mifs Wilmot and her father i my wife too kiiTed 
her daughter with much affe£):ion, a^ to ufe hei: 
own expreflion, (hje was now made an honeft wo- 
man of. Sophia and Mofes followed in turn, * 
and even our benefactor Jenkinfon de(ired to be 
admitted to that honour. Our fa.tisfa£lion Teem- 
ed fcarce capaole of increafe. Sir Williamn 
whofe greatefl; pleafure was in doing good, now 
looked round, with a countenance open as the 
fun, and faw nothing but joy in the looks of ail, 
fxcept that of my daughter Sophia, who, for 

fomc 
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fomc reafons wc could not comprehend, did not 
fecm perfcftly fatisfied. ** I think now,** cried 
kc, with a fmile, ** that all the company, ex- 
•« cept one or two, fcem perfeftly happy. There 
*• only remains an aft of juftice for me to do. 
•* You are fenfiblc. Sir," continued he, turning 
to me, " of the obligations we both owe Mr. Jen- 
•* kinfon ; and it is but juft we (hould both rc- 
** ward him for it. Mifs Sophia will, I am fure, 
•* make him very happy 5 and he fhall have from 
*• me fire hundred pounds as her fortune ; and 
*• upon this, I am fure, they can live very comfort- 
•* ably together. Come, Mifs Sophia, what fay 
«« you to this match of my making ? Will you 

•* have him ?" My poor girl feemed almoft 

finking into her mother's arms at the hideous 
propofal. ** Have him, Sirl** cried (he faint- 
ly, « No, Sir, never.** — — ^ — '' What/* cried 
he again, '* not have Mr. Jenkinfon, your be- 
•« nefaflior, an handfome young fellow, with 
** five hundred pounds, and good cxpeftations ?** 
— " I beg, Sir,*' returned Ihe, fcarce able 
to fpeak, *' that you'll defift,^ and not make 
«« me fo very wretched.** " Was ever fuch 
« obftinacy known,** ' cried he again, ** to re-^ 
^ fufe a man whom the family has fuch infinite 
«• obligations to, who has prefervcd your fitter, 
<< and who has five hundred pounds !, What 1 

« not have^him !** ** No, Sir, never/* replied 

(he, angrily; '« I*d fooner die firft.** "If 

** that be the cafe then,'* cried he, '* if you 
^^ will not bave^ bin;i— rl think I muft have you 
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•** myfelf.** And fo faying, he caught her to his 
bread with ardour. " My Ipveiieft, my moft fen- 
•* fible of -girls," cried he, " how could you e- 
** ver think your own Burchell could deceive you, 
** or that Sir William Thornhill could ever ceafc 
<* to admire a miftrefs,that loved him for him- 
•* felf alone ? I have, for fome years fought for 
<* a woman, who, a ftranger to my fortune, could 
" think that I had merit as a man. After havw 
** ing tried in vain, even amongft the pert and the" 
** ugly, how great, at laft, muit be my rapture, to 
** have made a conqueft over fuch fcnfe and fuch ^ 
^* heavenly beauty P' Then turning to Jenkin- 
fon, " As I cannot, Sir, part with this young 
** lady myfelf, for Ihe has taken a fancy to the 
•* cut of my face, all the recompence 1 can make, 
•* is to give you her fortune, and you may- call 
** upon my fteward to-morrow, for five hundred 
** pounds." Thus we had all our compliments to 
repeat, and Lady ThorahlU underwent the fame 
round of ceremony that her fifter had done be- 
fore. In the meantime, Sir William's gentle- 
man appeared, to tell us that the equipages were 
ready to carry us to the inn, where every thing 
was prepared for our reception. My wife and I 
led the van, and left thofe. gloomy manfions of 
forrow. The generous Baronet ordered forty 
pounds to be diltributed among the prifoncrs ; and 
Mr. Wilmot, induced by his example, gave half 
that fum. We were received'below by the fhours 
of the villagers, and I faw and (hook by the hand 
two or three of my honeft parifliioncrs, who were 
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atmong the nomber. They attended us to ouf 
inn, where a fumptuous entertainment was pro* 
videdy and coarfer provifions diflxibuted in great 
quantities among the populace. 

After fupper, as my fpirits were exKaufted by 
the alternation of pleafure and pain which they 
had fuftained during the day^ I afked permiffion 
to withdraw, and) leaving the company in the 
midft of their mirth, as foon as I found myfelf 
alone, I poured out my heart in gratitude to th^ 
Giver of joy as well as of forrow, andthen ilept 
undifturbed till morning. 



CHAP. XXXII. 

The Conclufion. 

npHE next morning, as foon as I awaked^ t 
"^ found my elded fon fitting by my bed-fide, 
who came to increafe my joy with another turn 
of fortune in my favour. Firft having releafed 
me from the fettlement that I had made the day 
before in his favour, he let me know, that my 
merchant who had failed in town, was arreAol 
at Antwerp, and there had given up elFeds to a 
much greater amount xhan" what was due to his 
creditors. My boy's generofity pleafed me almoft 
as much as this unlooked-for good fortune. But 
I had fome doubts whether I ought in juftice to 

accept 



, ttcccpt his offer. While I was pondering upon 
this, Sir William entered the rooni| to whom I 
communicated my doubts. His opinion was, 
that, as my fon was already poiTefled of a very af- 
fluent fortune by his marriage, I might accept his 
offer without any heGtation. His bufinefs, how- 
ever, was to inform me, that as he had the night 
before fent^for th^ licences, and expedied them 
every hour, he hoped that I would not refufe my 
affiftance in making all the company happy that 
morning. A footman entered while we were 
fpeaking, to tell us that the meffenger^as return* 
ed ; and as I was by this time ready, I went down, 
where 1 found the whole company as merry as 
affluence and innocence could make them. How- 
ever, as they -were now preparing for a very fo- 
. lemn ceremony, their laughter entirely difpleaCed 
me. I told them of the gtave, becoming, and 
fublime deportment they fliould affume upon this 
myflical occadon, and read them two homilies 
and a thefis of my own compoGng, in order to 
prepare them ; yet they ftill feemed perfedlly re- 
fraftory and ungovernable. Even as we were go- 
ing along to church, to which I led the way, all 
gravity had quite forfaken them,' and I was often 
tempted to turn back in indignation. In church 
a new dilemma arofe, which promifed no eafy fo- 
lution. This was, which couple iliould be mar- 
ried firft ; my Ion's bride warmly infilled, that 
Lady Thornhill (that was to be) Ihould take the 
lead I but this the other refufed with equal ar- 
dour. 
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fiour, protefting (he would not be*guilty of fach 
f udenefs for the world. The argument was fup- 
ported for tome time between both) with equal 
obftinacy and good-breeding. But as I &o6d all 
this time with my book ready, I was at lad quite 
tired of the conteft j and {hutting it, ** I per- 
** ccive,** cried I* ** that none of you have a mind 
*' to be married, and I think we had as good 'go 
** back again ; for f fuppofe there will be no bu- 
** finefs done here to«-day.^- ■ ■ T his at once 
reduced th#in to reafon. The baronet and his- 
Lady were firft married, and then my fon and his 
lovely partner. » 

I had previoufly, that morning, given orders 
that a coach (houid be fent/or my honed neigh- 
l^our Flamborough and his family; by which 
means, upon our return to the inn, we had the- 
pleafure of finding the two Mifs Flambofoughs 
alighted before us. Mr. Jenkinfon gave his hand^ 
to the elded, and my fon Mofes led up the other; 
(and I have (ince found, that he has taken a real 
liking to the girl, and my confent and bounty he' 
ihall hatre, whenever he thinks proper to demand 
them). We were no fooner returned to the irtn, 
but numbers of my parifliioners, hearing of my 
fuccefs, came to congratulate me, but among the' 
red were thofe who rofe to refcuc me, and whom* 
I formerly rebuked with fuch diarpnefs. I told^ 
the dory to Sir William, my fon-iurlaw, who-' 
went out and reproved them with great feverity \ 
hut, finding them quite diflieartened by his harfh- 

. ' reproof. 



WAKEFIELD. *17 

reproof,. he ga^ei them half a guinea a-piece ta 
drink his hcalcb, and raife their dejected fpirits. • 
Soon after this, we were called to a very gen« 
teel entertainment) which was drefTed by Mr. 
Thornhill'S cook. And it may hot be improper 
to obfcrve, with refpeft to that gentleman, that 
he now refideS' in quality of companion at a rela« 
lion's hpufe, being very well liked, and feldom 
fitting at the fide-table, except when there is no . 
room at the other i for they make no ftranger of 
him. His time is pretty much taken vp in keep- 
ing his relation, who is a little melancholy, iix 
fpirits, and in learning to blow the French-horn* 
My eldeft daughter, however, dill remembers-him 
with regret; and (he has even told me, though I 
make a great fecret of it, that when he reforms, 
{he may be brought to relent. But to return, for 
I am not apt to digrefs thus, when we were to fit 
down to dinner, our ceremonies were going to be 
renewed. The queftlon was, whether my eldeft 
daughter, as being a matron, fhould not fit above 
the two young brides i But the debate was c.ut 
Ihort by my fon George, who propofed, that the 
company (liould fit indifcriminately, every gentle« 
man by his lady. This was received with great 
^p()robation by all, excepting my wife, who, I 
could perceive, was not perfe£bly fatisfied, as fhe 
expe£bed to have had the pleafure of fitting at the 
the head of the table, and carving all the meat 
for all the company. But notwithffanding this, 
it is impoflible to defcribe our good humour. I 
can't fay whether we had more wit amongft us 

now 
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Dow than ufual ; but I am certain we had more 
laughing, which anfwered the end as well. One 
jeid I particularly remember. Old Mr. Wilmot 
drinking to Mofes, whofe head was turned another 
way, my fon replied, ** Madam^ I thank you/' — 
Upon which the old eentleman, winking upon 
the reft of the' company, obferved, that he was 
tfiinking of his miflrefs. At which jeft I thought 
the two Mifs Flamboroughs would have died with 
laughing. As foon as dinner was' over, accord- 
ing to ray old cuftom, I requeA^d that the tabic 
might be taken away, to have the pfeafure of fee- 
ing all my family aflembled once more by a cheer* 
ful fire-fide. My two little ones fat upon each 
inee, the reft of the company by their partners', 
I had nothing now pn this fide the grave to 
wifh for } all my 6ares were over ; my pleafure 
was unfpeakable. It now only remained, that my 
gratitude in good fortune ihould exceed my for- 
mer fubmiffion in adverfity. 



THE END. 
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